
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” 
Psalm 51:10

ANGELS’
M E S S A G E
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Welcome to the 2017-2018 school year! We 
hope you enjoyed a summer vacation filled 
with fun and exciting memories with your 
loved ones. We are thrilled to welcome all of 
you back to a new school year of learning and 
growing. As students arrived on campus for 
their first day of school, they were reunited 
with old friends and met new people, too. The 
students kept rolling in and the school lobby 
became crowded filling the air with laughter 
and happiness.  

A combined chapel was held, which started 
with singing praises to the Lord. Then Pastor 
Mesikt gave a short, inspiring sermon about 
moving “forward, forward, 
forward”. The lower school 
went to their respective 
classes after the closing 
prayer. The upper school 
students proceeded 
with the orientation.  

The student handbook 
has been revised with new 
guidelines to comply with 
and enjoy. Mrs. Dela Paz went 
over the new dress code, Mr. McKeever went 
over substance abuse and the school’s zero 

tolerance for it, Mrs. Larrew went over the fews 
for things such as forgetting your lock 
combination and losing a textbook, and 

attendance/tardies/absences. After the 
teachers went over the student handbook 
with us, and we took a short quiz to determine 
how much the students remembered and 
recalled. The three or four of the highest 

scoring students were given prizes.  

After the orientation, the teachers gave 
the students time to change into either 
their PE or intramurals t-shirt to prepare 
for the Student Association (SA) 
Welcome Back activities. The SA officers, 

Jo Ann (president), JiHye (social vice 
president), Selencia(religious vice 

president), and Glynnell (secretary), put 
together the welcome back activities.  

The SA activities kicked off in the Upper Room 
where the “Big Handshake” took place. After 

religious vice president Lenny offered the 
opening prayer, the student body were 
grouped into eight different teams. Each team 
consisted of one teacher, students from K 
through 12th grade, and students from the 
IMS group.  

The games and activities included dress as a 
tourist relay, line tag, untangle the human 
knot, and what did you do last summer. Even 
though it was a very hot day, the students had 
a blast playing the games and working 
together figuring out how to untangle the 
human knot.  

This is just the beginning of school year 
2017-2018, but it felt like it has already been a 
month. We look forward to a wonderful time 
here at GAA and we expect the students to 
make new friends and strengthen the bond of 
their relationships with the cord of love. 
Welcome back Angels! 

by eNews Staff
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Upcoming 
Events

Upper School Character 
Development Seminar 

August 14-18 

Kinder Pre-Assessments 
August 14-18 

Picture Week 
August 21-25 

Seniors’ Parents Meeting 
August 24 

SAT & ACT Registration 
August 25, 26 

Career Exploration Testing 
August 29 

SA Sports Night 
September 2 

LABOR DAY - NO SCHOOL 
September 4 

Progress Reports 
September 6 

Adventist Clinic Walk/Run 
September 17 

Iowa Pre-assessments 
September 18-22 

Career Exploration Testing 
Results Interpretation 

September 28 

Pathfinder Induction 
Ceremony/Gym Night 

September 30 

End of 1st Quarter 
October 6 

CONTACT US today!  
PRINCIPAL: clarrew@gaasda.org  
REGISTRAR: jvega@gaasda.org  
ACCOUNTANT: dtalon@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515   
Fax: (671) 789-3547 

Shopping Online?  Your purchases will automatically give GAA a 
donation from igive.com. Please use this link: https://www.iGive.com/
guamadventistacademy 

SCHOOL UNIFORMS 
All students in pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade are required to 
wear the standard GAA uniform. The uniforms must be worn in the 
prescribed manner.  All uniforms must be clean and in good condition 
(no stains, no tears, not discolored). 

• Shirts must be tucked in at all times.  

• Undershirts/Camisoles/Bras must be solid white.   

• Ties must be worn all day. 

• Skirts/Jumpers must touch the knees. 

• Shorts may be worn by elementary male students. 

• Belts must be solid black with a simple buckle and no 
embellishments.  

• Pants must not be rolled up and should be the appropriate size and 
length.  

• Socks must be solid navy blue. 

• Shoes must be black and close-toed. 

• Jackets, if worn, must be the official GAA jacket purchased through 
landsend.com. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION UNIFORMS 
Students are expected to wear the GAA PE shirt, and PE shorts, socks, 
and sports shoes during PE class. 

CONSEQUENCES 
First violation: The student will be warned and must make the needed 
change in attire to be allowed back in the classroom. The violation will 
be recorded. The student will receive 1-2 demerits on Citizenship grade 
and will be sent a Uniform Notice referral and a copy will be sent home. 

Second violation: The student will be warned with a Uniform Notice 
referral. The student must make the needed change in attire to be 
allowed back into the classroom. The violation will be recorded, 2 
demerits on Citizenship grade. The Uniform Notice will be sent home. 

Third Violation: The student will not be allowed to return to class until a 
parent/family member brings uniform item to the office. The third 
violation will be recorded; the student will receive a Uniform Notice 
referral and assigned a Detention and a $15 fine. Two demerits will be 
given on Citizenship grade. Further violations may result in detentions, 
fines and possible suspension, a parent meeting, and a behavioral 
contract for continued attendance at Guam Adventist Academy. 

GAA NEWSLETTER VOL. 2, ISSUE 1

ANNouncements! 

picture 
week 

August 21-25

Welcome Back Angels!

First Day of School Tips! 

1. Get organized 
Make sure you've got everything they need in time for 
your child's first day. Include them in decision making 
processes - even if it's just choosing a lunchbox - to get 
them excited about starting school. Label their clothes 
and show them where the label is, so they can check it 
themselves. 

2. Talk about what they can expect 
Explain to your child about school rules, routines and 
schedules so they know what to expect. Assure them 
that the teacher is there to help, and that you will be 
there at the end of every day to talk to them. You could 
even tell them a bit about your own experiences at 
school. 

3. Become familiar with the school 
Take a walk to school and show them the building 
while it's empty and not surrounded by people. Point 
out the gates, playground and where they'll be going 
in on their first day. 

4. Be prepared 
Ensure everything is ready the night before and leave 
yourself enough time in the morning to enjoy the day, 
rather than rushing to get out of the door. Take time to 
snap a picture of the school starter on their very first 
day as a keepsake. 

5. Dealing with separation anxiety 
Reassure your little one that you will be returning to 
pick them up in a few hours' time to hear all about their 
big day, and make them aware that the teacher is there 
to help, if they need it. 

6. Home time 
Make sure you're not late when it comes to picking 
them up. You don't want them to be anxious that you're 
not there, and they will be excited to tell you all about 
their day. Set some quality time aside to have a chat 
about how things went, perhaps with an afternoon 
snack. 

7. Make sure they get plenty of rest 
Starting school is a big step and a huge change to a 
child's routine. Ensure that you are strict with bedtimes, 
as you don't want them to be tired and grumpy in the 
classroom the next day. 

8. Stay organized 
The first few weeks of school are hectic enough, so get 
into the habit of preparing everything you need the 
night before. Young children don't have a great sense 
of urgency, so getting them up in time to get them 
ready - without having to panic and rush them out of 
the house - will help things run more smoothly.. 

9. Let them make friends 
Children build relationships naturally, so let this 
process happen. Organize 'play dates', but don't try to 
force him or her to be friends with someone they don't 
naturally bond with. 

10. Keep talking 
Set some time aside each day to ask about how school 
is going. Keep your questions simple and try to build 
up a good picture of what life at school is like, and if 
they are happy with it. Ensure they know to talk to a 
teacher if something is making them unhappy in class. 

SOURCE: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/09/07/well/family/
07school2.html

PIcTURE ID!!! 
ID pictures will be taken 
on Monday August 14th.

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/09/07/well/family/07school2.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/09/07/well/family/07school2.html


Principal’s
message   

"These things I have spoken to you, that 
in Me you may have peace.  In the world 
you will have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world."  John 
16:33 NKJV 

With Guam in the news after North 
Korean dictator Kim Jong-un threatened 
to send a missile here, we need to pause 
and carefully consider if our lives are 
right with God.  While we may get busy 
doing schoolwork, we must not push 
our personal time with God aside.  I am 
thankful for the mornings when the GAA 
faculty and staff pray for the students, 
their families, and each other.  Requests 
were made for students not to have 
homework on Wednesdays so they may 
attend Wednesday night prayer 
meetings and have family time.  I pray 
that we will all be blessed with the 
implementation of this new policy. 

Enjoy the new school year!  

Si Yu'us Ma’ase! 

Mrs. Chrislyn Larrew 
Principal

“Love is the only force capable of 
transforming an enemy into a 

friend.” 
People have many enemies, but also 

many friends. If you have love in 
your heart, then you could turn your 

enemies into your friends. In the 
Bible it says to love your enemies, 

and by doing so they could possibly 
become your friends. I don’t think 

that people should have any 
enemies, but they should have only 
friends. I’ve had many friends who 

turn into my enemies, but by 
showing love and compassion, they 

become my friends again. Some 
people aren’t capable of loving their 
enemies and so they stay enemies, 

but those who have love in their 
hearts are able to love their enemies 

and become friends. 

“I really like ____ because it 
affects others in a positive way.” 
Music is great because it is a really 

good way to calm others and 
yourself. I, for one, like to listen and 

try to make music of my own. 

“If I could fly…” 
If I could fly, I would save a ton of 
money. I would also be able to see 
and touch the clouds. If I could fly 
does that mean I have wings? If I 
could fly I would like to fly with all 

my friends, not just by myself. I 
wonder how high we could fly. I 

already know it would be super cool. 
If I could fly does that also mean that 
we wouldn’t have to pay for gas? Or 

just more food? Would it be kept 
secret? Or would everyone know?"

English!pre"
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The Sweetest 
Type of HeavenHOME

      Home should be made all that the word 
implies. It should be a little heaven upon 
earth, a place where the affections are 
cultivated instead of being studiously 
repressed. Our happiness depends upon 
this cultivation of love, sympathy, and true 
courtesy to one another. 

The sweetest type of heaven is a home 
where the Spirit of the Lord presides. If the 
will of God is fulfilled, the husband and wife 
will respect each other and cultivate love 
and confidence. 

The atmosphere surrounding the souls of 
fathers and mothers fills the whole house, 
and is felt in every department of the 
home. 
To a large extent parents create the 
atmosphere of the home circle, and when 

there is disagreement between father and 
mother, the children partake of the same 
spirit. Make your home atmosphere 
fragrant with tender thoughtfulness. If you 
have become estranged and have failed to 
be Bible Christians, be converted; for the 
character you bear in probationary time will 
be the character you will have at the 
coming of Christ. If you would be a saint in 
heaven, you must first be a saint on earth. 
The traits of character you cherish in life will 
not be changed by death or by the 
resurrection. You will come up from the 
grave with the same disposition you 
manifested in your home and in society. 
Jesus does not change the character at His 
coming. The work of transformation must 
be done now. Our daily l ives are 
determining our destiny. 

(THE ADVENTIST HOME, p. 15)

H

It's that's time of year, again! You 
know what I'm referring to -- "The 
First Day of School!"  Whether 
veteran or rookie, we all have mixed 
feelings of excitement and fear about 
that day.   
You have to hand it to our Pre-K and 
Kindergarteners entering school, 
possibly for the first time, not knowing 
what to expect, and parents, who 

anxiously and nervously have to let go of 
their child temporarily, into the hands 
of an educator(s) for a few hours or so 
in a given school day, is absolute trust!  
Guam Adventist Academy holds firm 
to their Seventh-day Adventist 
Christian values and beliefs in 
academics, work, and play. We put our 
trust in God!

BY 
MRS. GIZELLE LEE 
PRE-K/KINDER 
TEACHER

consecration 
SERVICE

“Stay connected to Jesus, the Vine, to 
continue bearing fruits.” Guam-Micronesia 
Mission president Ken Norton emphasized 
this message during GAA’s annual 
consecration program on Saturday, August 
5th at the Upper Room.  

The room was filled with supportive 
parents and church members alike. The 
program started with joyful singing led by 
Mr. and Mrs. Dela Paz. This was followed by 
Mrs. Lee, who led the congregation in 
prayer. Mr. Mark, the school board 
chairman, then stood up to welcome 
everyone.  

Pastor Mafnas asked three teachers to 
answer the question “Why are you here?” 
Math teacher Mr. Dela Paz said that God 
called him to the teaching ministry. 
Japanese teacher Mrs. Imazu said that she 
loves teaching children. Science teacher Dr. 
Talon said that she believes in GAA’s 

mission and 
w i t h G o d ’s 
help, provide 
t o o l s f o r 
students to 
achieve it. 

Whatever the answer is, it is no coincidence 
that GAA teachers are here. In the same 
light, it is not a coincidence that your 
children are here. God placed 
all of us in this place, in His 
time, for a purpose. 

After the interview segment, 
selected GAA children sang 
“Be like Jesus" and “You Gave” 
before Pastor Norton gave 
the message. He offered a 
prayer of consecration for the teachers and 
staff of GAA.  

May we continue to stay connected to 
Jesus throughout this school year! 

FLAG RAISING 
CEREMONY

GAA students gather together at the flagpole 
every first school day of the week at 7:55 in the 

morning to hold the flag raising ceremony. Class 
representatives take turn raising the flag and 

leading out in the morning devotional reading 
and prayer.  Parents are encouraged to practice 

singing the U.S. National Anthem, Chamorro 
hymn, and the GAA hymn with your child. 


