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“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up.” 
1 Thessalonians 5:11
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The sky was filled with 
a variety of shapes, 
sizes, and colors flying 
against the wind 
during Kite Day, 
the first kite 
day the 
school has 
hosted in 
years. The 
day featured 
a fun-filled 
activity in 
which students 
from kindergarten 

to twelfth grade, went outside to fly their kites 
as high and as long as they could in the windy 
skies, while they got their daily vitamin D and 
a little exercise. Freshman, Noah Fernandez 
said, “It was really relaxing. I enjoyed it. It was a 
stress-reliever and it was great to hang out 
with my friends.” Everyone ran across the field 
in hopes their kite could catch the wind and 
soar across the vast, blue skies. There is a 
reason the location of the school is named 
Windward Hills.  

It was a beautiful sight to look up at all the 
eye-catching kites. There were butterfly kites, 

lizard kites, Mickey Mouse kites, princess kites, 
Spiderman kites, pizza kites, and so much 
more. When asked about his kite, 5th grader 

Kurt Dela Paz replied, “Mine was 
a turtle. It didn’t fly that 

high, but I had lots of fun.” 
During the activity, 
some of the kids 
needed a little help to 
get their kites to fly. It 
was nice to see the 
older students helping 

out the younger kids to 
fly their kites. Glynnell 

Robinson, a sophomore, 
said, “It was a really fun and 

exciting experience to see everyone 
participating and all the children flying the 
kites they made. “ 

Many students 
learned lessons 
about kites. The 5th 
and 6th graders 
learned about the 
history, purpose, and 
how to safely and 
successfully fly a kite. 
They learned how to 
make different kinds 
of kites and soon 
their class will 

experiment with their kites to see which ones 
fly. Kites have been around for about two 
thousand years. They have been used by many 
cultures to celebrate special occasions. On 
Tuesday, we used it to 
celebrate the first 
official week of 
school! Plus, there 
are many more 
fun-filled days 
just like this one, 
planned for the 
students for the 
upcoming school 
year. Just wait and see! 

by eNews Staff

AUGUST 18, 2017

Upcoming 
Events

Picture Week 
August 21-25 

Seniors’ Parents Meeting 
August 24 

SAT & ACT Registration 
August 25, 26 

Career Exploration Testing 
August 29 

SA Sports Night 
September 2 

Labor Day 
NO SCHOOL 
September 4 

Progress Reports 
September 6 

Adventist Clinic Walk/Run 
September 17 

Iowa Pre-assessments 
September 18-22 

Career Exploration Testing 
Results Interpretation 

September 28 

Pathfinder Induction 
Ceremony/Gym Night 

September 30 

End of 1st Quarter 
October 6 

Field Day 
October 6 

Columbus Day 
NO SCHOOL 

October 6 

CONTACT US today!  
PRINCIPAL: clarrew@gaasda.org  
REGISTRAR: jvega@gaasda.org  
ACCOUNTANT: dtalon@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515   
Fax: (671) 789-3547 

ANNouncements! 

picture 
week 

August 21-25

 Fly High, Kite Day!

Shopping Online?  Your purchases will automatically give GAA a 
donation from igive.com. Please use this link: https://www.iGive.com/
guamadventistacademy 

SA GYM night  September 2nd, 6pm devotionals, followed fun and 
friendly basketball and volleyball games! Come and support this event! 

SCHOOL UNIFORMS 
All students in pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade are required to 
wear the standard GAA uniform. The uniforms must be worn in the 
prescribed manner.  All uniforms must be clean and in good condition 
(no stains, no tears, not discolored). 

• Shirts must be tucked in at all times.  

• Undershirts/Camisoles/Bras must be solid white.   

• Ties must be worn all day. 

• Skirts/Jumpers must touch the knees. 

• Shorts may be worn by elementary male students. 

• Belts must be solid black with a simple buckle and no 
embellishments.  

• Pants must not be rolled up and should be the appropriate size and 
length.  

• Socks must be solid navy blue. 

• Shoes must be black and close-toed. 

• Jackets, if worn, must be the official GAA jacket purchased through 
landsend.com. 

• Students are expected to wear the GAA PE shirt, and PE shorts, 
socks, and sports shoes during PE class. 

MONDAY 
8:54 - 9:34 Teachers and Staff  
with no homeroom 

TUESDAY 
9:01 - 9:48 5th and 6th Grade 
9:52 - 10:12 7th Grade  
10:12 - 10:32 8th Grade 

WEDNESDAY 
8:00 - 8:30 Kindergarten 
9:01 - 9:48 3rd and 4th Grade 
9:52 - 10:12 9th Grade  
10:12 - 10:32 10th Grade 

THURSDAY 
9:01 - 9:48 1st and 2nd Grade 
9:52 - 10:12 11th Grade  
10:12 - 10:32 12th Grade

YEARBOOK 
PIcTURES!!! 

AUGUST 21-24 NEXT WEEK
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Principal’s
   
I am glad the summer campers 
were able to visit us at GAA 
these last few weeks.   This visit 
was a wonderful opportunity for 
our students to form new 
friendships with children from 
Korea.   I hope the summer 
campers remember the fun 
educational activities and the 
lively songs they learned while 
they were here.  I pray they have 
a safe trip back home to Korea.  

Si Yu'us Ma’ase! 

Mrs. Chrislyn Larrew 
Principal

message

http://landsend.com
http://landsend.com


One of the buzzwords in 
education that we hear these days 
is STEM.  STEM is the acronym for 
education in Science, Technology, 

Engineering, 
and Math.  It 
encourages 
hands-on fun 
activities to 
engage the 
mind.   
This year, a 
STEM program 
is being piloted 

in the first and second grade 
classroom.  While we did have 
some STEM projects and games 
in past years, we plan to 
incorporate STEM into our weekly 
curriculum.  We will also extend 
the learning to the home with 
monthly family STEM projects.  

The objective of this program is to 
immerse students in hands-on 
activities to help develop their 
thinking, reasoning, teamwork, 
investigative, and creative skills.   
Our first project involved 2 large 
craft sticks, 3 rubber bands, and a 
pom-pom.  The children were 
asked to  create a new toy.  They 

were to construct a 
slingshot that will 
launch a pom-pom 
the farthest distance.  
In addition to the 
successful creation 

of their project, their vocabulary 
was increased with words such as 
launch, project, elastic, and force.  
Afterwards, we discussed what 
worked well, what was 

challenging, and how they can 
improve their design. 
The children had a great time with 
our first project.  They enjoyed the 
teamwork and the challenges of 
making it all work together. 
In the Bible it says in Ecclesiastes 
4:9, “Two are better than one 
because they have a good reward 
for their labor.”    

  By Mrs. Janet Ward 
  1st/2nd Grade Teacher 

“What do you consider to be a 
courageous act?” 

I think it is very courageous to do 
something that frightens you. I believe 

Eleanor Roosevelt said that we should do 
one thing that scares us a day. I think 

that’s an interesting thing to follow in the 
Bible. Esther was very courageous. She 
stood up for her people and risked her 
life for what she believed in. I consider 

any act that involves sticking up for your 
beliefs despite the consequences as a 

courageous act 

“As a leader, would you rather have 
power or influence?” 

When you have power, you have 
influence, and when you have influence 
you have power. Like being the oldest 

sibling, you are the leader which means 
you have power over them. At the same 

time, they look up to you which also 
means that you have influence upon you. 

So if you are a leader you cannot have 
one without the other, you have to have 
both. So make sure that you have good 

influence over everyone. 

“Describe your imagination.” 
My imagination is like some crazy world 

that throws me strange thoughts and 
new ideas. I have a huge imagination so 
my brain is just kind of all jumbled up 

and confusing when I use my 
imagination. I get new stories, sudden 

random thoughts, and a bunch of things 
that I can’t explain. There are so many 
thing you can do when you use your 

imagination. You can fly, swim, dream, 
and other people can also be in your 

imagination! You can do anything you 
imagine… Then you open your eyes and 

realize you are in Language Arts class.

English!pre"
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Home and School Association 
Calendar of Events 

growing STEM kids

We had our first Fresh Fruit Friday on the first 
day of school to kick off the brand new school 
year.   For those who are new to GAA, Fresh 
Fruit Friday was an idea that came about from 
a concerned mom who was trying to get kids 
to eat healthy.  She suggested that our school 
should start a “Fresh Fruit Friday” once a 
month to expose students to the wonderful 
fresh fruits that our beautiful tropical island 
offers. 
This school year, we plan to introduce a 
variety of local fruits once a month including 
sour sop, bananas, mangoes, papayas, sugar 
canes, and many more.  We invite students, 
parents, and visitors to stop by the table at 
the school lobby to enjoy these delicious 
healthy treats for FREE!

Fresh Fruit Friday

Name: Ava 
Grade: Pre-K 
I am from: Hong Kong 
Hobbies: Bike Riding 
What I like about school: 
Play Time 

Name: Molly 
Grade: Pre-K 
I am from: Guam 
Hobbies: Playing with family 
at the playground 
What I like about school: 
Playing 

Name: Abigail 
Grade: Kindergarten 
I am from: Guam 
Hobbies: Playing  
What I like about school: 
Recess 

Name: Ethan 
Grade: Kindergarten 
I am from: Georgia 
Hobbies: Playing with toys  
What I like about school: 
Writing 

Camellia • 4th Grade 
from Guam • likes 

basketball • art 
enjoys PE

Abigail • 3rd Grade 
from Tennessee 
likes to watch TV 

enjoys Music class

Chanel • 7th Grade 
from Guam • plays 

volleyball , does cross-
country and art 

enjoys Language Arts

Michelle • 11th Grade 
from Florida • plays 

volleyball • enjoys Bible 
class

Kaveri • 11th Grade 
from Tennessee • plays 

volleyball and likes 
music • enjoys Bible 

class

Miss Hannah Curtis is from Bozeman, Montana. She 
graduated from Mount Ellis Academy and spent two years 
at Walla Walla University. She originally planned to go to 
Yap as a student missionary, but her plans have changed 
and she is glad to be a teacher’s assistant at GAA.

Mr. Chaz Spellman is from Aberdeen, South Dakota. He attended Aberdeen 
Central High School and spent two years at Walla Walla University. He also 

studied at the Mission College of Evangelism. He has his bachelor’s degree 
in Theology and has a minor degree in Biblical Language. He is teaching 

middle and high school Bible because God called him to teach here at GAA. 

Dr. Rebecca Talon is from the Philippines and Guam. She attended the 
College of Medicine and has her bachelor’s degree in Biology. She is 
currently teaching middle and high school science because she likes the 
mission of GAA and wants to help GAA achieve it. In her spare time, she 
enjoys gardening. 

New Faces at GAA!

September 30 - Dinner Fundraiser during 
Pathfinder Gym Night 
October 31 - Family Fall Festival 
December 1-14 - Silent (Online) Auction 
March 25 - Spring Potluck Picnic at Ypao Beach 

The Home and School Association invites you to be 
a Parent Volunteer! A volunteer interest survey was 
sent out last week.  Please complete and return it to 
your child's teacher.  You will be contacted about 
how you can help out.  Thank you for your interest 
in helping our school community.



“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up” 
1 Thessalonians 5:11
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The sky was filled with 
a variety of shapes, 
sizes, and colors flying 
against the wind 
during Kite Day, 
the first kite 
day the 
school has 
hosted in 
years. The 
day featured 
a fun-filled 
activity in 
which students 
from all grades, 

kindergarten to twelfth grade, went outside 
to fly their kites as high and as long as they 
could in the windy skies, while they got their 
daily vitamin D and a little exercise. Freshman 
Noah Fernandez, said, “It was really relaxing. I 
enjoyed it. It was a stress-reliever and it was 
great to hang out with my friends.” Everyone 
ran across the field in hopes their kite could 
catch the wind and soar across the vast, blue 
skies. There is a reason the location of the 
school is named Windward Hills.  

It was a beautiful sight to look up at all the 
eye-catching kites. There were butterfly kites, 

lizard kites, Mickey Mouse kites, princess kites, 
Spiderman kites, pizza kites, and so much 
more. When asked about his kite, 5th grader 

Kurt Dela Paz replied, “Mine was 
a turtle. It didn’t fly that 

high, but I had lots of fun.” 
During the activity, 
some of the kids 
needed a little help to 
get their kites to fly. It 
was nice to see the 
older students helping 

out the younger kids to 
fly their kites. Glynnell 

Robinson, a sophomore, 
said, “It was a really fun and 

exciting experience to see everyone 
participating and all the children flying the 
kites they made. “ 

Many students 
learned a lot about 
kites. The 5th and 6th 
graders learned about 
the history, purpose, 
and how to safely and 
successfully fly a kite. 
They learned how to 
make different kinds 
of kites and soon their 
class will experiment 

with their kites to see which ones fly. Kites 
have been around for around two thousand 
years. It has been used by many cultures to 
celebrate special occasions. On Tuesday, we 
used it to celebrate a very special event. It was 
a great way to celebrate 
the first official week 
of school! Plus, 
there are many 
more fun-filled 
days just like this 
one, planned for 
the students for 
the upcoming 
school year. Just wait 
and see! 

by eNews Staff

AUGUST 18, 2017

Upcoming 
Events

Picture Week 
August 21-25 

Seniors’ Parents Meeting 
August 24 

SAT & ACT Registration 
August 25, 26 

Career Exploration Testing 
August 29 

SA Sports Night 
September 2 

Labor Day 
NO SCHOOL 
September 4 

Progress Reports 
September 6 

Adventist Clinic Walk/Run 
September 17 

Iowa Pre-assessments 
September 18-22 

Career Exploration Testing 
Results Interpretation 

September 28 

Pathfinder Induction 
Ceremony/Gym Night 

September 30 

End of 1st Quarter 
October 6 

Field Day 
October 6 

Columbus Day 
NO SCHOOL 

October 6 

CONTACT US today!  
PRINCIPAL: clarrew@gaasda.org  
REGISTRAR: jvega@gaasda.org  
ACCOUNTANT: dtalon@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515   
Fax: (671) 789-3547 
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week 

August 21-25

Tips for Flying a Kite! 
1. Picking the Right Spot. The best spot to fly a 

kite is a wide, open space with plenty of room to 
let your kite walk, dance, and skip on the breeze. 
The second most important thing you need is 
wind. Now, not all days are created equal – the 
ideal kite flying weather is windy, but not so strong 
you can’t hold onto your kite. Most kites fly best in 
winds that range between around 5-25 mph. These 
medium winds are the most fun for kite flying 
because your kite has enough wind to dance and it 
is easy to let out the line and reel in back in. 

2. Choosing your Kite. In light to medium 
winds, diamonds, deltas and dragon kites fly the 
best, whereas stronger winds are great for stickless 
Parafoil kites and box kites. Most kites are ready to 
go and don’t have to be assembled beyond 
fastening them to your line. Some kites, like box 
kites, which tend to be a bit more challenging to 
assemble so pay close attention to the instructions 
or ask an expert for help. 

3. Launching your Kite. This step tends to work 
best with two people so bring a friend with you! 
Stand with your back to the wind and hold your 
kite up above your head so that it can catch the 
wind. As the wind starts to lift your kite from your 
fingertips, have your friend let out the line in pace 
with the wind. If there is a lull in the wind, pull 
tight on the line to lift your kite into the air and 
keep it from falling. If the winds are relatively light 
down low, you can try a high-start launch to get 
your kite up higher where the winds are steadier. 
Have your friend hold the kite 100 feet or more 
downwind from you, with the line taut. On the 
count of three, have your friend release the kite 
while you reel in the line as fast as you can. This is 
a much easier start than running along the beach, 
because the constant tugging at the line will cause 
the kite to crash. 

4. Flying your Kite. A happy kite is one that has 
a steady line tension. You can change your kites 
direction by reeling in your line, or letting it out. 
Have fun letting your kite direct what way it wants 
to go, just be sure to keep the line taut and watch 
out for other kiters. If the wind begins to lull you 
will notice some slack in your line. That’s OK, just 
reel it in until it is on par with the wind again. If 
your kite is tugging at you harder, the wind has 
picked up and you may need to give it more line to 
keep it from diving or looping. 

5. Landing your Kite. Usually you can bring 
your kite down by just slowly and evenly reeling in 
the line. If it is looping and tugging at you a lot, 
you can have your friend hold the reel while you 
walk towards your kite with the line under your 
arm. This will bring it down as well. 

6. Have fun! Kite flying should be fun and 
enjoyable, and often attracts visitors who love to 
watch. Feel free to show off your skills and 
entertain them a bit. 

SOURCE: https://visitrockawaybeach.org/six-tips-flying-kite/#/

YEARBOOK 
PIcTURES!!! 
AUGUST 21-24 NEXT WEEK

 Fly High, Kite Day!

Shopping Online?  Your purchases will automatically give GAA a 
donation from igive.com. Please use this link: https://www.iGive.com/
guamadventistacademy 

Yearbook Picture Week Schedule 
MONDAY 
8:54 - 9:34 Teachers and Staff  
with no homeroom 

TUESDAY 
9:01 - 9:48 5th and 6th Grade 
9:52 - 10:12 7th Grade  
10:12 - 10:32 8th Grade 

WEDNESDAY 
8:00 - 8:30 Kindergarten 
9:01 - 9:48 3rd and 4th Grade 
9:52 - 10:12 9th Grade  
10:12 - 10:32 10th Grade 

THURSDAY 
9:01 - 9:48 1st and 2nd Grade 
9:52 - 10:12 11th Grade  
10:12 - 10:32 12th Grade 

SCHOOL UNIFORMS 
All students in pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade are required to 
wear the standard GAA uniform. The uniforms must be worn in the 
prescribed manner.  All uniforms must be clean and in good condition 
(no stains, no tears, not discolored). 

• Shirts must be tucked in at all times.  

• Undershirts/Camisoles/Bras must be solid white.   

• Ties must be worn all day. 

• Skirts/Jumpers must touch the knees. 

• Shorts may be worn by elementary male students. 

• Belts must be solid black with a simple buckle and no 
embellishments.  

• Pants must not be rolled up and should be the appropriate size and 
length.  

• Socks must be solid navy blue. 

• Shoes must be black and close-toed. 

• Jackets, if worn, must be the official GAA jacket purchased through 
landsend.com. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION UNIFORMS 
Students are expected to wear the GAA PE shirt, and PE shorts, socks, 
and sports shoes during PE class. 
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“What do you consider to be a 
courageous act?” 

I think it is very courageous to do 
something that frightens you. I believe 

Eleanor Roosevelt said that we should do 
one thing that scares us a day. I think 

that’s an interesting thing to follow in the 
Bible. Ester was very courageous. She 
stood up for her people and risked her 
life for what she believed in. I consider 

any act that involves sticking up for your 
beliefs despite the consequences as a 

courageous act 

“As a leader, would you rather have 
power or influence?” 

When you have power, you have 
influence, and when you have influence 
you have power. Like being the oldest 

sibling, you are the leader which means 
you have power over them. At the same 

timothy look up to you which also means 
that you have influence upon you. So if 
you are a leader you cannot have one 

without the other, you have to have both. 
So make sure that you have good 

influence over everyone. 

“Describe your imagination.” 
My imagination is like some crazy world 

that throws me strange thoughts and 
new ideas. I have a huge imagination so 
my brain is just kind of all jumbled up 

and confusing when I use my 
imagination. I get new stories, sudden 

random thoughts, and a bunch of things 
that I can’t explain. There are so many 
thing you can do when you use your 

imagination. You can fly, swim, dream, 
and other people can also be in your 

imagination! You can do anything you 
imagine… Then you open your eyes and 

realize you are in Language Arts class.

English!pre"
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The Sweetest 
Type of HeavenHOME

      Home should be made all that the word 
implies. It should be a little heaven upon 
earth, a place where the affections are 
cultivated instead of being studiously 
repressed. Our happiness depends upon 
this cultivation of love, sympathy, and true 
courtesy to one another. 

The sweetest type of heaven is a home 
where the Spirit of the Lord presides. If the 
will of God is fulfilled, the husband and wife 
will respect each other and cultivate love 
and confidence. 

The atmosphere surrounding the souls of 
fathers and mothers fills the whole house, 
and is felt in every department of the 
home. 
To a large extent parents create the 
atmosphere of the home circle, and when 

there is disagreement between father and 
mother, the children partake of the same 
spirit. Make your home atmosphere 
fragrant with tender thoughtfulness. If you 
have become estranged and have failed to 
be Bible Christians, be converted; for the 
character you bear in probationary time will 
be the character you will have at the 
coming of Christ. If you would be a saint in 
heaven, you must first be a saint on earth. 
The traits of character you cherish in life will 
not be changed by death or by the 
resurrection. You will come up from the 
grave with the same disposition you 
manifested in your home and in society. 
Jesus does not change the character at His 
coming. The work of transformation must 
be done now. Our daily l ives are 
determining our destiny. 

(THE ADVENTIST HOME, p. 15)

H

consecration 
SERVICE

“Stay connected to Jesus, the Vine, to 
continue bearing fruits.” Guam-Micronesia 
Mission president Ken Norton emphasized 
this message during GAA’s annual 
consecration program on Saturday, August 
5th at the Upper Room.  

The room was filled with supportive 
parents and church members alike. The 
program started with joyful singing led by 
Mr. and Mrs. Dela Paz. This was followed by 
Mrs. Lee, who led the congregation in 
prayer. Mr. Mark, the school board 
chairman, then stood up to welcome 
everyone.  

Pastor Mafnas asked three teachers to 
answer the question “Why are you here?” 
Math teacher Mr. Dela Paz said that God 
called him to the teaching ministry. 
Japanese teacher Mrs. Imazu said that she 
loves teaching children. Science teacher Dr. 
Talon said that she believes in GAA’s 

mission and 
w i t h G o d ’s 
help, provide 
t o o l s f o r 
students to 
achieve it. 

Whatever the answer is, it is no coincidence 
that GAA teachers are here. In the same 
light, it is not a coincidence that your 
children are here. God placed 
all of us in this place, in His 
time, for a purpose. 

After the interview segment, 
selected GAA children sang 
“Be like Jesus" and “You Gave” 
before Pastor Norton gave 
the message. He offered a 
prayer of consecration for the teachers and 
staff of GAA.  

May we continue to stay connected to 
Jesus throughout this school year! 

Home and School Association 
Calendar of Events 
September 30 - Dinner Fundraiser during 
Pathfinder Gym Night 
October 31 - Family Fall Festival 
December 1-14 - Silent (Online) Auction 
March 25 - Spring Potluck Picnic at Ypao Beach 

The Home and School Association invites you to 
be a Parent Volunteer! A volunteer interest 
survey was sent out last week.  Please complete 
and return it to your child's teacher.  You will be 
contacted about how you can help out.  Thank 
you for your interest in helping our school 
community.


