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The Guam Adventist Academy students started this 
school year on Monday, August 5th. Although the 
weather was gloomy the students were not! 
Scurrying to see their old and new classmates, the 
students started this school year in a 
buzz of ecstatic excitement. 

To kick the school year off, GAA 
had their weekly school-wide 
flag raising ceremony. It was a 
wet day so it was held in the 
Upper Room. Our seniors led 
out in the singing of the 
n a t i o n a l a n t h e m , t h e 
Chamorro Hymn, and the GAA 
hymn. The returning 8th graders led 
in prayer and scripture reading.  

Mr. Wilson discussed the student handbook and 
what was in store for them this coming year while 
the elementary students held their student 
o r i e n t a t i o n i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 
homerooms. After the student 

orientation the upper school 
students proceeded to their 

c l a s s e s w h e r e t h e i r 
teachers discussed what is 
expected of them this 
school year.  

The students completed their 
registration, received their 

textbooks, and finalized their electives 
throughout the first week of school. 

On Friday, the students had a school wide 
welcome back field day organized by the Student 
Association (SA). The students dressed up in their 

team colors to show their school spirit 
and participation in the games. The 

e v e n t w a s o p e n e d w i t h a 
devotional thought led by SA 
Religious Vice President Joash 
Jano-Edward. He reminded the 
students about the value of good 

sportsmanship. 

The SA officers started off the school wide 
handshake, a tradition where everyone gets to 

introduce themselves and say hi to 
everyone. A container of hand sanitizer 

later, the games began! The games 
consisted of Simon says, Human 

Knot, rock-paper-scissors match, 
and charades. 

New student Axel Jordan says 
that his favorite game was the 

human knot. He also said that he 
made a lot of friends while playing 

the games. Returning student Elliott 
Retumban says that his favorite game was 

the rock paper scissors match. “It was cool to play 
some new games I’ve never heard about and to 
reconnect with my friends 
after the summer.” 

This school year brings 
a lot of new things to 
GAA; new classes, 
new students and 
teachers are among 
them. So make sure to 
make new friends and 
learn new skills this year! 
Welcome back Angels!! 
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Upcoming 
Events

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
TEACHERS CONSECRATION 
The GAA teachers’ consecration will be held 
tomorrow 9:00 A.M. at the Talofofo SDA Church.  

LUNCHES 
As you may know or not we do have an agreement with 
Simply Foods restaurant where students can order a lunch 
each day for a price. We do put out the schedule for 
monthly menus, but there are other things that can be 
ordered as well. If you want this service to continue please 
let me know. 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE CLASS UPDATE 
We are sorry to announce that we have been unable to 
find a new Japanese teacher for this year at this time. We 
will continue to search but for now the second language 
we offer is Spanish. 

LAND’S END 
We have been getting word that Land's End is having 
further delays in the back ordered uniforms from August 
12 to August 28. We will continue to allow students to use 
their PE tops for school until we get confirmation that the 
uniform tops have arrived. 

STUDENT ID 
Student ID pictures will be taken the week of August 
26-30. If you have uniforms please be sure the students are 
in uniform if not they need to wear their PE uniform tops. 

GYM NIGHT 
Another Gym night is coming up! The first one is 
scheduled to take place on August 31. Devotionals will 
start at 5:30 pm and games will follow. Plan to be there! 
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Teachers’ consecration 
August 17, 2019 

ID picture week 
August 26-30, 2019 

Career exploration testing 
(10th-12th grade) 
August 27, 2019 

Gym night at gaa 
August 31, 2019 

Labor Day (no classes) 
September 2, 2019 

Gas sabbath 
September 7, 2019 

School spirit day 
September 9, 2019 

Iowa assessments (3rd-12th grade) 
September 16-20, 2019 

Career exploration testing result 
interpretation 

September 20, 2019 

Week of prayer 
September 23-27, 2019 

End of 1st quarter 
October 7, 2019

CONTACT US today!  
PRINCIPAL: gwilson@gaasda.org  
REGISTRAR: jvega@gaasda.org  
TREASURER: bingold@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515   
Fax: (671) 789-3547 
www.gaasda.org

By Newsletter Staff

GAA’s mission  
is to help students: 

Glorify God in their daily lives, 
Achieve academic excellence with 

social responsibility, 
Apply diligently the principles of 

healthful living.

You’re invited  
to visit an Adventist  
Church this Sabbath!  

Locations and contact information  
are listed in www.gmmsda.org/churches  

or call 477-9745 (GMM Office). 

s n a p s h o t s  

GALLERY

GAA FACULTY 
And staff 

Consecration

Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 

holiness in the fear of God. 2 Corinthians 7:1

Welcome Back Angels!!!

Piano
LESSONS

All piano lessons will start next week (August 19-23). If you have 
questions about your child’s schedule please contact mrs. Marie 
Dela Paz at 789-1515 or email her at mdelapaz@gaasda.org.

http://www.gmmsda.org/churches
http://www.gaasda.org
http://www.gmmsda.org/churches
http://www.gaasda.org


The Little-Big Muscle  
(an Amazing Fact)  

Like the heart, the tongue is almost all 
muscle. But unlike the repetitive cardiac 
contractions, it is capable of very precise, 
complicated, and elaborate movements. It 
has many important responsibilities that we 
usually take for granted. For instance, 
without a tongue there would be no talking, 
no singing, and no whistling. 

The tongue is capable of much more than 
speech. This fasc inat ing muscle i s 
indispensable in eating our food. The upper 
surface is covered with small projections 
called papilla, which give it a rough texture. 
This design helps the tongue move food 
around in the mouth and direct it to your 
throat. Without your tongue, you would 
have to lay back to eat.  

Another important function of the tongue is 
the sense of taste! It is covered with 
approximately 10,000 taste buds, grouped in 
different areas sensitive to sweet, sour, salty, 
and bitter flavors. The sense of smell adds 
information, providing a wide range of taste. 
Imagine food with no taste; that’s what it 
would be without your tongue! Chemicals 
from the food we eat stimulate receptors in 
each of these areas, and nerves transmit this 
input to the brain.  

In Psalm 35, David calls to God to avenge 
him. “Vindicate me, O Lord my God, 
according to Your righteousness” (v. 24). He 
concludes, “And my tongue shall speak of 
Your righteousness and of Your praise all the 
day long.” Take time today to praise the Lord 
with your tongue.
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AMAZING FACTS
The first day of school is past 
but I remember it well as we 
began the day with a chapel 
program.  As I looked around 
when I entered the room, it 
seemed very empty.  But the 
start of this year has tested all of 
us with many new students, 
some not here yet, and others 
here for a few days then leaving 
for the Pathfinder Camporee in 
Wisconsin and being gone for 
nine days.  Despite all this God 
has truly blessed!!  There were 
21 students who for many 
different reasons were not able 
to return and we wished our 8 
graduates, success in their 
future endeavors, but God has 
blessed us with many new 
students to add our enrollment 
up to 83 here now and at least 
6 more either registered and not 
here yet or those we know are 
coming and not registered yet.  
This brings our number to 89.  
God is SO GOOD!!!  GAA is His 
school and He brings those who 
need and want to be here.  I still 
worry at times about things but 
He keeps showing me that He 
is in charge and I just need to 
be patient.  Thank you for 
coming to GAA for this school 
year and being blessed by our 
wonderful 
dedicated staff.   

Mr. Gary Wilson 

Principal

Principal’s
From the

Desk

T h e u p p e r s c h o o l a n d 
e l e m e n t a r y s t u d e n t s 
congregate in the Upper Room 
to hold chapel services together 
every first Friday of the month. 
During other Fridays, the upper 
school students meet for chapel 
at 8:00 A.M. and the elementary 
hold theirs at 10:35 A.M.  

On August 16, 2019, 
the senior class led 
the congregation 
in singing. They 
chose the songs 
“Sanctuary” and 
“O ceans”. Sam 
Duenas read the 
scriptures and Mary 
Joe led in the opening 
prayer. GAA Chaplain Chad 
Moffit shared a very inspiring 

message to the upper school 
students during chapel. He 

talked about everyone 
being chosen by God 

for His purpose. He 
shared a story how 
God protected him 
from the sharks 
t h a t w e r e 

swimming nearby 
while he and his 

f r i e n d s w e r e s p e a r 
fishing  in the Marshalls. He 

shared another story about his 
school bus accident experience. 
The brakes malfunctioned and 
the bus tipped over. By God’s 
grace, nobody got injured. God 
is true to His words found in the 
book of Psalm 34:7 “The angel 
of the LORD encamps all around 
those who fear Him, And 
delivers them.” 

Later that morning, Pastor 
Mesikt Idechong spoke to the 
elementary assembly. He talked 
about the wise ants mentioned 
in Proverbs 6:6-11. Then he 
shared something interesting 
about the jellyfish found in the 
jellyfish lake in Palau. He said 
that the jellyfish follow the sun 
and that they get eaten by 
predators when they go to the 
darkness. Then he added that 
like them, we should also follow 
the Son and stay away from 
darkness.   

Pastor Mesikt reminded the 
students that we are God’s most  
special creation and that He 
loves each one of us that He 
gave His only Son, Jesus.

Mr. Ben Depas, Business Manager 

Mr. Depas was previously in Palau, 
when things stopped working the 
way he planned, so he decided it 
was time for something else. 
“Sometimes we make plans and 
God just laughs at them.” Mr. 
Depas says. After interviews and a 
lot of praying he felt that God was 
calling him elsewhere. Although it 
was a hard decision, and he had to 
leave everything he loved, 
including his family. He knew God 
was calling him somewhere else. 
He says that he enjoys Guam and 
thinks it’s like a more modern 
Palau, where he was a missionary 
for 4 years. Mr. Depas is looking 
forward to working here and 
experiencing more of the Guam 
culture. If you see him around, ask 
him for some stories about when 
he was a missionary or just say ‘Hi!’

Mrs. Lisa Manibusan,  
1st/2nd Grade Teacher 

Mrs. M has been a teacher 
for 5 years, some of which 
years she taught at GAA. In 
fact, she taught some of the 
students who are now in 
9th, 10th and 11th grade! 
Mrs. M wanted to start 
teaching so that she could 
make a difference. She feels 
as if God had been calling 
her to teach ever since she 
was in elementary. Her 
favorite part about teaching 
is seeing the kids smile and 
watching the kids grow. She 
says that if she could be 
taught by anyone, she 
would love to be taught by 
Jesus. If you see her 
around, say hi to her and 
her two adorable sons!

Mr. Chad Moffit, Chaplain, Bible Teacher 

Mr. Moffit  has been a teacher for 
the past 23 years, 3 of which he 
taught at GAA! Mr. Moffit says that 
God keeps shutting doors that 
don’t seem to lead to teaching. He 
feels as if God had called him back 
to Guam and says that he was 
excited since he used to teach here. 
“It’s like coming back home, sort of, 
and I wanted my two girls to 
experience it too.”  Mr. Moffit’s 
favorite part about Guam is the 
people and the Island life. When 
asked who he would most like to 
teach, he answered "all of  the 
students I have now." His favorite 
thing to teach is PE and Bible. His 
favorite sports include Volleyball 
and Basketball but his favorite of 
them all is Mountain biking. If you 
see him around, make sure to say 
hello and challenge him to a game 
of volleyball!

Families Should Pray Together Every 
M or n ing and Evening—Fami ly 
worship should not be governed by 
circumstances. You are not to pray 
occasionally and, when you have a 
large day's work to do, neglect it. In 
thus doing you lead your children to 
look upon prayer as of no special 
consequence. Prayer means very 
much to the children of God, and 
thank offerings should come up 
before God morning and evening. 

Says the psalmist, “O come, let us sing 
unto the Lord: let us make a joyful 
noise to the rock of our salvation. Let 
us come before his presence with 
thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise 
unto him with psalms.” (Pr 189.1) 

Fathers and mothers, however 
pressing your business, do not fail to 
gather your family around God's altar. 
Ask for the guardianship of holy angels 
in your home. Remember that your 
dear ones are exposed to temptations. 
(Pr 189.2) 

In our efforts for the comfort and 
happiness of guests, let us not 
overlook our obligations to God. The 
hour of prayer should not be 
neglected for any consideration. Do 

not talk and amuse yourselves till all 
are too weary to enjoy the season of 
devotion. To do this is to present to 
God a lame offering. At an early hour 
of the evening, when we can pray 
unhurriedly and understandingly, we 
should present our supplications and 
raise our voices in happy, grateful 
praise.  (Pr. 189.3) 

Here at GAA, the school day begins 
with devotionals and prayer and 
throughout the day, all classes begin 
with a prayer. We ask God for wisdom, 
the source of all true wisdom.

Teach them to Pray

NEW FACES AT GAA! My Favorite Scripture

The best way to test if you really 
understand something is to try to 
teach it to someone else. If you can’t 
get anyone to listen to you explain 
the Pythagorean Theorem, why not 
teach a class of stuffed animals!

Study Tips Improve your memory.  
Memory is a muscle. Get it in shape.

And we know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose.Romans 8:28

“I love that this verse talks about how all things will 
work together for good.” - Joash Jano-Edward

WEEKLY CHAPEL: “You are chosen”

”


