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(Chicago, Illinois) Teachers from the North American 
Div is ion congregated at the McCormick 
Convention Center from August 5 to 9, 2018 to 
attend the 2018 NAD Teachers’ Convention. Around 
eight thousand teachers gathered to share, learn, 
deepen, and broaden the understanding and 
appreciation of their calling through various 
programs and events from breakout 
sessions, inspirational speakers, 
and exhibits with the theme 
“Encounter Jesus: Experience 
Excellence”. 

We asked the teachers to tell 
u s h o w t h e t e a c h e r s ’ 
convention impacted them as 
educators in  helping GAA 
students learn and achieve at the 
highest levels.   

Mrs. Saladier, 1st and 2nd grade teacher shared her 
experience at the convention. “The teacher’s 
convention was a wonderful experience. Every 
session I attended was inspiring and enlightening. I 
found many helpful tips shared by other 
professionals. It was a delight to meet teachers 
dedicated to Adventist Education and so willing to 
share their gifts toward making a difference in a 
young person’s life. We truly encountered Jesus and 
experienced excellence which was the theme of 
our convention this year.” 

Mr. Krum was inspired by the 
m e s s a g e s s h a r e d a t t h e 
convention. ” There was a 
speaker that really touched my 
heart. His story of how his 
teacher 'Mrs. G' believed in him 
and challenged him to do his 

best made me realize that each 
of my student longs to 

have the same attitude 
toward them. I see that 
our relationship with Jesus is the source of 
that tough love and belief we have in our 
students. God will help us inspire each 
student to stretch and grow and do his/her 

very best.” 

Kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Lee, shared her 
excitement in attending the convention for the first 
time. “The NAD Teacher's Convention in Chicago 
2018 was the first one I've ever attended.  I was so 
excited to see childhood friends, see my 
elementary/highschool teachers from the academy 
I attended in Toronto when I was a student. I 
attended specific learning breakout sessions and 
attended amazing concert performances by Steve 
Curtis Chapman, Jamie Jorge, and Wintley Phipps.  
The entire event inspired and motivated me to 
continue and fur ther that experience of 
encountering Jesus within the classroom here at 
GAA.  I was blessed to get to know my fellow 

colleague, Mrs.  Tkalec, much 
better since having to share a 
room with her at the Hyatt 
Regency Chicago.  She's an 
awesome roomie!" 

English teacher, Ms. Hartline, 
expressed her appreciation of the 
b e n e fi t s g a i n e d f ro m t h e 
convention. “The convention in 
C h i c a g o w a s t h e p e r f e c t 

experience for a new educator like myself. The 
multitude of breakout sessions that were offered 
provided not only advice but fresh new ideas and 
creative curriculum. One of the breakout sessions 
that I attended was specifically for incorporating a 
prayer journal into the English classroom. This 
allows faith and learning to mesh within the 
classroom, as well as help students to experience 
personally the power of prayer in their own lives. I 
am excited to begin incorporating this idea and 
many more into our English curriculum this year!”                             
Continued … 
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Upcoming 
Events

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
STUDENT ID Picture Days 
Parents, please send your children to school in their best uniform and 
neat hair cut. Please see the schedule below and be guided accordingly. 
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Student ID Picture Days 
August 27-31, 2018 

FLEX DAY, Labor Day 
September 3, 2018 

Career Exploration Testing 
September 4, 2018 

Iowa Assessments 
September 17, 2018 

School Spirit Day 
September 24, 2018 

Week of Prayer  
with Dr. Arthur Chadwick 
September 24-28, 2018 

GAA Sabbath 
September 29, 2018 

Yearbook Picture Days 
October 1-5, 2018 

Columbus Day (FLEX DAY) 
October 8, 2018 

PSAT/NMSQT Testing  
(9th-11th Grade) 

October 10, 2018 

End of 1st Quarter 
October 17, 2018 

CONTACT US today!  
PRINCIPAL: gwilson@gaasda.org  
REGISTRAR: jvega@gaasda.org  
TREASURER: bingold@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515   
Fax: (671) 789-3547 
www.gaasda.org

Encounter Jesus: Experience Excellence
By Newsletter Staff

GAA’s mission  
is to help students: 

Glorify God in their daily lives, 
Achieve academic excellence with 

social responsibility, 
Apply diligently the principles of 

healthful living.

AUG 27 -  31 10:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m.

MONDAY 5th/6th Grade 12th Grade

TUESDAY 3rd/4th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade

WEDNESDAY 1st/2nd Grade 8th Grade 9th Grade

THURSDAY Kinder 7th Grade

FRIDAY Make up for those who were absent.

It’s back to school time again, and we couldn’t be happier! 
First day kicked off last week Friday, with nervous, yet 
excited students hugging classmates they haven’t since 
school ended last year. After peeling the new-to-school 
preschoolers from their anxious parents (tears were shed) the 
students poured into the upper room where they broke the 
ice and celebrated the start of the school year with praise 
songs. With the whole school in one place, the new 
additions to our faculty and staff were introduced including: 
our new Principal, Mr. Wilson, Mrs. Wilson (middle school 
English) , Mr. Ingold (Treasurer/Business), Mrs. Ingold (Bible/
ESL/Computer), Ms. Rikin (upper School Science), and Ms. 
Hartline (upper school English). Whether they are new or 
returning, don’t forget to be nice to your teacher! We 
wouldn’t be able to learn without them. There’s also a record 
high number of new students to GAA in recent years and we 
couldn’t be happier. Let’s start of this year by making new 
friends! And as I conclude, I just want to say that we should 
not only do our best in our studies, but also make the most 
of this year. Don’t waste this amazing opportunity to learn in 
this modest/family-like environment. Now that I’m done 
talking, I’ll let the preschoolers go back to missing their 
parents, the elementary back to enjoying recess while they 
can, the upper middle school students back to getting their 
locks to open, and the seniors back to their senioritis. Oh, 
and juniors, good luck. 

Sincerely,  
JiHye (SENIOR NEWSLETTER STAFF) 

You’re invited  
to visit an Adventist  
Church this Sabbath!  

Locations and contact information  
are listed in www.gmmsda.org/churches  

or call 477-9745 (GMM Office). 

Back to School!

s n a p s h o t s  

GALLERY

STUDENT ID 
Picture days   
aug. 27-31 

Philippians 4:19 “And my God will meet all your needs 
according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.”

http://www.gaasda.org
http://www.gmmsda.org/churches
http://www.gaasda.org
http://www.gmmsda.org/churches
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One of the best days every year 
for me is the first day of school. It 
renews my energy and is a 
reminder of the promise in 
Lamentations 3:22 and 23 that 
God’s mercies and blessings are 
renewed every morning.  My take 
away is that my God loves me so 
much that He gives me start again 
points.   The beginning of each 
year is a clean slate and I have 
the opportunity to get a new start 
and that is what I want for each 
student. Maybe their last year was 
not what they had hoped for but 
in a new year they get a new 
chance to improve or really make 
a change.  Each year flowers and 
trees start over particularly in the 
northern areas of the world but 
also every where you see old 
growth die and new growth begin. 
It is to me a promise and 
encouragement!!!  


We have a new year and by God’s 
mercies we will have a fun and 
successful time, with growth in 
social, academic, and spiritual 
areas.   Pray for the success of 
GAA, its staff and students, as we 
pray for all of our parents and 
church supporters as well.


Thank you to all you parents who 
showed up fo r the parent 
orientation meeting!!  Please 
continue your support of the 
school through the Home and 
School Association.   Any who 
would like to help in that area 
please contact the leader Brenda 
Porter and offer your help to make 
this school year the best.  


God bless you!!!


Mr. Gary Wilson 
Principal

Principal’smessage

Another school year at Guam Adventist Academy 
has begun and after the long preparation of 
classrooms and lesson plans; the teachers are 
ready for another successful and memorable year. 
Before the first week of school, the teachers were 
consecrated on August 18th at Ordot Seventh Day 
Adventist church. All faculty and staff along with 
their families attended the church service. The 
sanctuary was filled with the faces of students, 
friends, church members, and visitors.  

The church service began with the warm 
welcome from the song leaders and joyous 
hymns. After the children's story, offertory reading, 
and prayer, it was time for the special part of the 
service. All Guam Adventist Academy teachers 
were invited to the stage. New teachers including 
Ms. Alexis Hartline, Ms. Patricia Rikin, Mr. Brent 

Ingold, Mrs. Jennifer Ingold, Mrs. Kathleen Wilson, 
and Principal Gary Wilson along with former 
teachers, Mr.s Bertha Saladier, Mr. Kelvin Dela Paz, 
Mrs. Marie Dela Paz, Mrs. Gizelle Lee, Mrs. Chrislyn 
Larrew, Mr. Roger Krum, and Mrs. Cynthia Tkalec, 
gathered to the front. School board members and 
students joined them for a special prayer by Pastor 
Mesikt Idechong, GMM President Ken Norton, and 
GAA Principal Gary Wilson. Pastor Mesikt prayed 
for God to consecrate the teachers for ministry to 
the students and that students would be saved 
through their effort.  

As we begin this new school year, may we 
continue to pray for our school, especially our 
teachers, that they may be blessed with wisdom 
to continue to minister to all who attend Guam 
Adventist Academy. (NEWSLETTER STAFF)

GAA Faculty and Staff 2018-2019

...continued from page 1: Math teacher, Mr. Dela Paz, 
agreed that attending the teachers convention 
proved to be  invaluable in one’s growth as an 
educator. “It was a blessing to have been given the 
opportunity to attend the convention in Chicago. 
Besides meeting other math teachers and 
learning from different educational booths at the 
exhibits, educators sharing their expertise in the 
field of Mathematics was beneficial for my 
professional development. Geogebra® sounded 
interesting, but I ended up learning more from 
the session “Best Practices: Understanding 
Challenges in Math”. The speaker helped us gain a 
better understanding of how we can help 
students succeed.”  

Third andfourth grade teacher Mrs. Tkalec shared  
the blessings she received from the event. “The 
NAD Teachers' Convention was awesome! I was 
inspired being surrounded by more than 6,000 

other Adventist teachers, it was amazing to be a 
part of such a large community. Being together 
with that many other teachers, it was interesting 
to find how much we all had in common even 
though we were from diverse places such as 
Alaska, the Caribbean, New York, California, and 
Guam/Micronesia. All teachers there were there 
because they wanted to be used as God's 
instruments to nurture and teach His children. I 
came away from the convention with a renewed 
passion and energy, and I pray that I truly can be 
used by God this year. “ 

The convention was an effective professional 
development that has enabled our teachers to 
develop the knowledge and skills they need to 
address students' learning challenges. More 
importantly, it also served as a spiritual revival 
drawing our teachers closer to Jesus as they serve 
as educators this school year, 2018-2019.

Music Class 
According to GAA music director Mrs. 
Dela Paz, student piano lessons will 
begin in September. Parents will receive 
the schedule via email. Those who are 
interested but have not signed up yet, 
you may see Mrs. Dela Paz or contact 
her at mdelapaz@gaasda.org.  


Good news! The school 
w i l l b e p r o v i d i n g 

pract ice g loves fo r 
students taking the handbell 
choir and choir chimes 

classes. Don’t forget to thank Mr. 
and Mrs. Wilson for their kindness! 
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Encounter Jesus: Experience Excellence

[1] In the icebreaker activity, students try to figure who went to Portugal this 
summer, who just moved to Guam from Washington, etc. [2] New student 
Dylan Caldwell completes the school map activity [3] 5th & 6th graders take a 
tour of the campus [4] Darian Sanchez creates bookmakers during art class. 
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Parent Orientation
The Upper Room was packed with parents 
and students last Wednesday, August 15, 
2018 during the 2018-2019 Parents’ 
Orientation.  
Pastor Tiago Cunha opened the event with an 
inspiring devotional message. He reminded 
us how important educating the young 
people is and admonished everyone to 

“invest 
yourselves in 
them” by 
spending quality 
time with them. 
He ended his 
message with a 
prayer 
dedicating the 
school and its 
mission to help 
students glorify 
God, excel in 

their academics, and stay physically healthy. 
Principal Wilson welcomed all the parents and 
students and introduced everyone to the 
changes in the school program this school 
year. He introduced the faculty and staff, 
explained important details of the student 

handbook, 
and then 
introduced 
the HSA’s 
president, 
Mrs. Brenda 
Porter.  
Mrs. Porter 

talked about the goals of the HSA and its role 
in helping and assisting with various school 
programs and events. 
After the HSA presentation, the floor was 
opened for a 
Q&A session. 
Mr. Wilson and 
other staff 
members 
addressed the 
questions 
raised by 
parents.  
The orientation 
ended with the 
parents getting to know the teachers more. 
They asked about the class requirements, 
supplies list, and contact information.  

Daily Scriptures
Daniel did not long hesitate. He 

decided to stand firm in his 
integrity, let the result be what 
it might. He “purposed in his 
heart that he would not defile 
himself with the portion of the 
king’s meat, nor with the wine 
which he drank” (verse 8).... 

He made God his strength, and 
the fear of God was continually 

before him in all the 
transactions of his life.

—The Sanctified Life, 18-20..

Then Samuel answered, Speak; for 

thy servant heareth. 1 Samuel 3:10 

Tracy Wood, Youth Ministries Director, shared a 
message about Samuel during chapel this week. The 
seniors led in singing, scripture reading, and prayer. 

mailto:mdelapaz@gaasda.org
mailto:mdelapaz@gaasda.org

