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Guam Adventist Academy Christmas Pageant 
Emphasizes True Meaning of Holiday 
By: Newsletter Staff 

“With th’angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”   The 
gospel message expressed in this 
almost three hundred year old 
song, is still the greatest message 
that many millions around the 
world still celebrate, most especially 
during this time of the year. It also 

happened to be 
the main theme of 
G u a m A d v e n t i s t 
Academy’s Christmas 
p a g e a n t o n 
D e c e m b e r 7 t h .  
Music Director, Marie 

Dela Paz, worked with children of multiple 
ages and talents for this year’s special event 
entitled “The Greatest Gift of All.”   Written by 
composers David and Bonnie Huntsinger, the 
holiday musical was funny, reflective, and 
memorable! Students in Pre-kindergarten 
through 6th grades participated in singing 

and proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
the audience. The play aspect of the 

performance, featured Ha’ani Lei-
s a m , J a s m i n e Le e , A l a n a 

McKeever, and Xander Santos 
as main characters who did 
what they could to share 
God’s love and truth with all 
they came upon.   The event 

took place at the Agana 
H e i g h t s S e v e n t h - d a y 

Adventist Church this year. 

H a r m o n i o u s 
music rang out 
t h r o u g h t h e 
sanctuary as the 
GAA Handbell 
Choir played joyful songs of praise and 
Christmas cheer.  Parents, relatives, and 

c o m m u n i t y 
m e m b e r s w e r e 
b l e s s e d b y t h e 
handbell music. 

Mr. Chaz Spellman, 
our Bible Chaplain, 

shared a message hope that Jesus is the 
greatest gift of all. The Pre-K to Kinder class 
played the manger crew 
while the 1st and 2nd 
graders were the cute 
little presents. The 3rd and 
4th grade class was the 
main choir of Ms. Merri 
Mayweather, played by 
6th grader Ha’ani. The 5th and 6th graders 
played the shepherds, angels, wise men, and 
the anchorman.  

The musical was a 
b l e s s i n g t h a t 
evening and we are 
looking forward to 
next year’s christmas 
musical program.

December 15, 2017

Upcoming 
Events

Senior Sabbath  
December 16 

Christmas Vacation 
December 18-January 5 

Work Bee 
January 7 

SEIP Session Begins 
January 8 

Upper School Field Trip 
January 10 

Pathfinder Campout  
January 12-14 

Martin Luther King 
FLEX DAY 
January 15 

Book Fair 
January 17-19 

Career Week 
January 23-26 

NJHS/NHS Field Trip 
January 29 

Professional Development 
February 5 

Upper School Seminar 
February 6-9 

Progress Reports 
February 8 

Week of Prayer 
February 12-16 

President’s Day 
February 19 

CONTACT US today!  
PRINCIPAL: clarrew@gaasda.org  
REGISTRAR: jvega@gaasda.org  
ACCOUNTANT: dtalon@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515   
Fax: (671) 789-3547 

ANNouncements! 
Middle School ACB  
The Middle School ACB Team with coach Mrs. Ward will resume their 
weekly practices on Tuesdays beginning January 9.  Their first 2018 
competition will be on January 24 at Untalan. 

GAA Maranatha Pathfinder Club   
The Maranatha Pathfinder Club will hold their camping for school year 
2017-2018 at Tarague Beach from January 12-14, 2017.  
Water safety honor class will take place on 29th December, Friday from 
1:45p.m. to 3:30p.m. Contact Mrs. Saladier for inquiries.  

Senior Class Sabbath 
The senior class of 2018 will be holding the Sabbath program at 
Man’aguiya Fellowship on December 16. 
. 
GAA Handbell Performance 
We are inviting you to our last performances at Man’aguiya Fellowship 
(Heavenly Veggies 11am Dec.16), Hilton (12nn Dec. 17), and Lotte Hotel 
(6pm Dec 17). Thank you for your support! 

Christmas 
Break Dec 18 - Jan 5

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 
Matthew 2:10
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6pm Dec 5 Outrigger Lobby

5:30pm Dec 7 Agana Heights SDA Church

7pm Dec 9 Micronesia Mall, Center Court

10am Dec 10 Dusit Thani

5:30pm Dec 10 Pacific Star, Lobby

6pm Dec 14 PIC, Lobby

11am Dec 16 Man'aguaiya Fellowship

12nn Dec 17 Hilton Hotel, Lobby

6pm Dec 17 Lotte Hotel, Lobby

Handbell Choir
S C H E D U L E

The Greatest Gift of All

GAA students participate at 
l e a s t t w i c e a y e a r i n 
c o m m u n i t y s e r v i c e 
p ro j e c t s .   Ye s t e rd a y, 
s t u d e n t s f r o m P r e -
K i n d e rg a r t e n t h ro u g h 
twelve grade gathered their 
c leaning suppl ies and 
washed, wiped, dusted, 
vacuumed and mopped 
the campus.   Each grade 

was assigned a cleaning 
task to help beautify our 
school for the new year.  
Everyone was cheerful as 
they work together to 
complete their task.   The 
Bible says, “Many hands 
make light work”.   This is 
certainly true.   Thank you, 
students and teachers!

De Primero a undécimo grado  
les deseamos… ¡Una Muy Feliz 

Navidad y un Venturoso Año Nuevo! 

Que las bendiciones del cielo sean 
derramadas sobre todos ustedes en  

este fin de año y el que inicia. 

Un abraso con mucho cariño.

A Message from the Spanish Class



Be A Barnabas  
Hebrews 10:24 – And let us consider one 
another to provoke unto love and to good 
works.  

 You cannot talk about the New 
Testament without talking about the works 
and writings of a man named Paul. His 
missions to the world spread the good 
news of Jesus in a way in which almost no 
one can compare. But God sent out His 
apostles two by two, and Paul was not 
alone.  
 In fact, when Saul was first 
converted, and claimed he now wanted to 
help the church and His God, the leaders of 
the church were skeptical. They feared that 
he was not truly converted, and only 
looked at his very colorful past to judge 
him by. But there was one man who was 
well known for seeing in people what no 
one else saw. His true name was Joseph. 
But everyone knew him and called him by 
his nickname, Barnabas, which means “son 
of encouragement.”  
 You see, it was Barnabas who first 
hired Paul to help him pastor a church 
region. And it was Barnabas who vouched 
for Paul before anyone else could trust him. 
And it was only Barnabas and Paul together 

who refused their ministry pay and benefits 
and worked side jobs to support their 
ministry, so they wouldn’t hinder God’s 
workers. In fact, when Barnabas sold his 
land he brought the money to the feet of 
the apostles to be used by God, rather than 
keeping it. And of course, it was Barnabas 
and Paul who received the commission 
from God to bring the Gospel to all the 
world, specifically the Gentiles!  
 Barnabas always had a burden for 
the underdog, and in that day the Gentiles 
were not considered “clean” or “God’s 
people” by others. But Barnabas was an 
Encourager! And he always saw the true 
potential of even those with the most 
colorful past or present situation.  
 Today, won’t you be a Barnabas, 
an Encourager, and build someone up with 
new courage and hope, rather than cut 
them down. The tongue is a powerful 
weapon. We have been given a gift from 
God to share with the world. I want to be a 

Barnabas. Do you? ☺   

Mr. Chaz Spellman 

Corrie’s Reflection  
on Her Personal Journey 
(The Hiding Place Autobiography: Corrie 
Ten Boom) Allusion By: Jo Ann Fukuda 

Faces surround me, too many to count. 
My tired hands work to make them like 
new. 
O, how my life has changed, 
It isn’t like the old life that I once knew. 
The job isn’t easy: 
To take in the people who were shunned. 
I’ve helped many people so far, 
And the job is far from done. 

The Last Meal  
(The Hiding Place  Autobiography: Corrie 
Ten Boom) Allusion By: Janelle Kim 

Everything seemed fine, 
As we sat down to dine. 
Until we could hear, 
The sound of an alien language in our ears. 
Next came the drumming on the door, 
They barged in yelling to get down on the 
floor. 
Then they led us out, one by one. 
Little did we know, that we might never 
again, see the sun. 

Jill Pole  
The Silver Chair By: C.S. Lewis 
Allusion By: Chanel Story 

There once was a girl who went for a walk. 
She walked and walked, and walked until 
she came to a big mountain top. She 
looked down, down, down, but could only 
see cloud after cloud after cloud as if there 
were worlds stacked up on each other, she 
thought this to be off; but before she had 
time to think about it anymore, a huge gust 
of sweet, airy wind, like from a kind of 
beast, carried her downward through cloud 
after cloud after cloud and she landed 
gently on the ground in a place she had 
never been before.

If you were close enough to 
some Tumon hotels this past week, 
you may have heard beautiful 
chimes playing tunes to Christmas 
classics such as “Joy to the World” 
and the ever internationally famous, 

“Carol of 
t h e 
B e l l s ” .  
T h e 
upli ft ing 
m u s i c 
w a s 

performed by Guam Adventist 
Academy’s award winning handbell 
choir.   For the past few weeks, they 
have been performing and bringing 
joy to tourists and local audiences in 
t h e 
l o b b i e s 
and halls 
o f t h e 
Outrigger, 
P a c i fi c 
I s l a n d s 

Hotel, Dusit Thani, and the Pacific 
Star, just to name a few.   Their next 
performances are slated for this 
coming Sunday, December 17th, at 
the Guam 
H i l t o n 
Hote l at 
12pm and 
the Lotte 
Hote l at 
6pm.   The 
performances will be held in the 
festively decorated lobbies of both 
hotels.   If you can find time, and 
have as of yet, not been able to 
attend any one of the free handbell 
performances, Sunday is your 
chance!   Bring your family and 
friends and enjoy an amazing…and 
soothing time this season.   They 
would love to see you there! 

The GAA Handbell Choir 
has 16 members, and is led by GAA 
Music Director, Marie Dela Paz.

English!pre"
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Mr. McKeever’s scientific gardening 
class had been busy this quarter. They 
completed multiple projects including 
composting, weeding the garden by the front 
sign and the upper school garden, pruning 
the palm trees,  cut and clear the trees at the 
playground, and germinating palm seeds. 
Thank you for keeping our school beautiful 
and green! 

   
Dear Parents/Guardians: 

I brought three elementary students to their 
pick-up location after school yesterday.   During 
the ride, I could sense their excitement for the 
class parties they would be having today.   There 
is a time for everything.   There is a time to study 
and there is a time to celebrate.   The month of 
December reminds that we are halfway through 
the school year, and this year we are blessed to 
have a three-week Christmas break.   It is my 
prayer that our school family will use this time to 
draw closer to their families and to our heavenly 
Father.  May each of you experience His love, joy, 
and peace this holiday season! 

Merry Christmas! 

Love,  

Mrs. Chrislyn Larrew 
Principal

Principal’s
message

The 3rd and 4th grade class made 
snowmen on a stick as a celebration for a 
good week earlier this month. The students 
earned the celebration by meeting a goal 
that they had been working toward 
throughout the week. To make the 
snowmen, students cut banana segments 
and threaded them onto a skewer, added 
pretzel arms, an apple snow cap, and 
chocolate chips for eyes and buttons. "It 
was fun!" said Abigail Manigat.

Mrs. Ward’s First and Second Grade class have been 
busy learning and being creative this Christmas season.  

With their classroom 
t h e m e , “ W i n t e r 
Wonderland”, including 
a matching snowy 
classroom décor, the 
students have been 
inspired to show off 
their Christmas Spirit.  

Some of the creations include gingerbread (graham 
cracker) houses, decorated brownie Christmas trees, 
painted plaster ornaments, paper snowflakes, sequined 
Christmas star and a 3-D snowman.  The class had lots of 
fun mixing things up and baking in the school kitchen 
but the real creativity shines in the classroom where the 
finishing touches of 
the artist reveals their 
i n d i v i d u a l 
personalities.   
The class also played 
s e v e ra l C h r i s t m a s 

games that taught 
them basic math and 
reading skills.  And 
because reading is so 
important, the students 
participated in a book 
exchange where each 
child brought a favorite 

book to trade.  Everyone was delighted to receive a gift 
of a story. 
The greatest story ever told is, of course, what Christmas 
is truly about.  That is the story of God’s love coming to 
save mankind as a baby born in a stable in Bethlehem.  
The children enjoyed reenacting the story with the Little 
People Nativity Set.  
From the First and Second 
Grade class to everyone at 
GAA, we want to remind 
you, “Today your Savior 
was born in David’s town.  
He is Christ, the Lord.”  
Luke 2:11.   
Merry Christmas! 

Snowman 
on a stick

Chaplain’s  
c o r n e r  
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Christmas Creations

SCIENTIFIC GARDENING

Ringing Joy and Cheer This Holiday Season
Guam Adventist Academy Handbell Choir Christmas Performances 


