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On Monday, the annual National Honor and Junior 
Honor Society Induction Ceremony took place in 
the upper room. It was a beautiful ceremony to 
induct the newest members of the NHS/NJHS into 
the esteemed club. The new inductees 
into the National Junior Honor 
Society include: Hadassah Jano-
Edward, Joash Jano-Edward, 
Mark Imazu, Don Lloyd, and 
Aria Ward, and Jasmina 
Tkalec. The new inductees 
into the National Honor 
Society include: Savannah 
Jensen and Sherlock Nobuo. 
Each inductee went through a 
select ion process and where 
carefully selected by the teacher's council. 

The National Honor 
and Junior Honor 
S o c i e t y w a s 
established to create 
an organization that 
would recognize and 
encourage academic 

achievement while developing other essential 
characteristics. These ideals include: scholarship, 
service, leadership, and above them all, character. 

This membership is an honor and a commitment 
and prepares the leaders of the future. This is why it 
was a very exciting time for the new inductees as 
they join this esteemed club. The students will have 
the opportunity to engage in activities that not 

only help the local communities but also 
extend farther than that. The NHS and NJHS 

in the coming months, plan to help the 
sick and needy, inspire the fellow youth, 
spearhead uplifting workshops, and 
c l e a n u p 
the island 

community.  

The program 
included several 

key elements of an 
induction ceremony. 
Starting off with opening prayer by NHS/NJHS 
President JiHye Choi and welcome remarks by 
Pastor Wilson, the induction ceremony proceeded 
to induct the new members. The program also 
included the Candle Lighting Ceremony where 
selected officers/members explain and honor the 
four pillars of which the NHS/NJHS was founded 
upon: leadership, scholarship, service, and 
character. It was a symbolic way to show that the 
four pillars light the way for the future activities of 

NHS/NJHS. Next, was the 
Pledge Recitation, in which 
members recited an oath of 
commitment to the NHS/NJHS 
and vow to undertake all it’s 
responsibilities to God and the school. Pastor 
Mesikt shared an inspiring message that focused 
on challenging the members to uphold the pillars 
of the society, and most importantly develop skills 
and character that pleases our almighty God. 

This honorable society is not just about the 
academics. This nationally recognized, volunteer-
based club emphasizes leadership, character, and 
service. The new inductees are eager to start their 
new duties and prepare to being future leaders of 
the world. They strive to make a difference and an 
impact not just in themselves, but for the 
community and the world.  
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Upcoming 
Events

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ADVENTIST YOUTH VESPERS  
Tonight, December 14, 2018, at the Asan Beach Park, an island-wide 
youth vespers will take place from 5pm to 7:30pm. There will be games, 
potluck, followed by praise and worship. Bring your favorite dish to 
share, lawn chairs or blankets, and invite a friend! See you there! 

PATHFINDER GYM NIGHT  
On December 29, GAA will host another gym night! There will be 
volleyball, basketball, and other games! Come and enjoy the fun and 
fellowship. Make new friends and strengthen the friendship that you 
already have.Devotionals begin at 5:30 followed by the games.  

SENIOR SABBATH WITH THE HANDBELL CHOIR 
The Senior Class of 2019 will be visiting the Happy Family SDA Church 
tomorrow, December 15th. The GAA Handbell Choir will be joining 
them and will be providing music during the worship service.  

THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE  
The very first Youth Camp Meeting on Guam will take place next month 
on January 3-5, 2018, at the Guam Adventist Academy campus. Young 
people ages 13 and up are invited to register. Plan on attending this 
rejuvenating event before you go back to school on the 7th of January! 

HANDBELL CHOIR PERFORMANCES  
The GAA Handbell Choir has five more performances to go for this 
holiday season. If you missed the early ones, you still have a chance to 
be bless with their harmonious music. See the schedule below and 
make plans to support our very own Handbell Choir! 
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School in session 
December 7, 2018 

First Semester Exam Week 
December 13,14, 17, and 18, 2018 

SENIOR SABBATH at Happy Family 
December 15, 2018 

LAST DAY of second quarter 
December 19, 2018 

CHRISTMAS BREAK 
December 20-January 6, 2018 

Pathfinder gym night 
December 29, 2018 

FIRST DAY OF THIRD quarter 
January 7, 2019 

School Spirit Day 
January 14, 2019 

MARTIN LUTHER Day 
January 21, 2019 

Professional development Day 
February 4, 2019 

STEM FAIR 
February 7, 2019 

School Spirit Day 
February 14, 2019 

CONTACT US today!  
PRINCIPAL: gwilson@gaasda.org  
REGISTRAR: jvega@gaasda.org  
TREASURER: bingold@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515   
Fax: (671) 789-3547 
www.gaasda.org

By Newsletter Staff

GAA’s mission  
is to help students: 

Glorify God in their daily lives, 
Achieve academic excellence with 

social responsibility, 
Apply diligently the principles of 

healthful living.

You’re invited  
to visit an Adventist  
Church this Sabbath!  

Locations and contact information  
are listed in www.gmmsda.org/churches  

or call 477-9745 (GMM Office). 

s n a p s h o t s  

GALLERY

Christmas 
BREAK 

DEC 20-JAN 6
“She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he 

will save his people from their sins.”” Matthew 1:21

Honor Society Induction Ceremony

http://www.gaasda.org
http://www.gaasda.org
http://www.gmmsda.org/churches
http://www.gmmsda.org/churches


Young Poets

A Heart of Love 
An Amazing Fact 

A tenaciously hard-working dynamo, the 
heart can continue beating even when all 
surrounding nerves are severed. And what a 
beat! It thumps an average of 75 times a 
minute, 40 million times a year, and 2.5 
billion times in an average life. With each 
beat, the adult heart discharges about four 
ounces of blood. This amounts to about 
2,000 gallons a day or 760,000 gallons a year. 

The heart is often associated with love. We 
eat heart-shaped candies and cakes. We buy 
cards with cartoon hearts on them for our 
loved ones. Hearts are scribbled at the 
bottom of love letters. Understanding the 
power of the heart makes it even more 
reasonable to connect it with true love. The 
heart produces enough energy in one hour 
to lift a 150-pound man to the top of a 
three-story building; in 12 hours enough to 
lift 65-tons one foot off the ground; and 
enough power in 70 years to lift the largest 
battleship completely out of the water. 

Perhaps the biggest heart of all is found in 
the blue whale. These giant mammals are 
not considered full-grown until 10 years of 
age, when its heart will be as big as a small 
car and its blood vessels large enough for a 
human baby to crawl through. If a fast-
beating heart represents deep love, then the 
hedgehog might be a very loving creature. 
Its heart beats about 300 times per minute. 

When Paul explains how spiritual gifts are to 
function in the body of Christ, he speaks of 
love. In 1 Corinthians 13 we discover that 
without love all the gifts in the world are 
meaningless. Love is the very center of how 
Christ’s church is to live and serve. Without 
love it is all like a clanging gong. 

Despite all the power of a human heart, it 
is powerless to change itself. We must 

receive God’s love into our hearts. 
No matter how much blood your 

heart can pump, it will never be a 
heart that loves unless it is converted 

by the love of Christ. Give your 
heart to Jesus today.

Guam Adventist Academy’s Girls 
C h o r a l e h a d t h e i r fi r s t 
performances this past week;  last 
Thursday, December 6, at the 
GAA Christmas Concert in Agana 
Heights, and last weekend, they 
sang for the church service at 
Ordot Seventh-Day Church and 
the Women’s Ministry Charitea on 
Sunday.  

The GAA Girls Chorale consists of 
fourteen girls from the 7th-12th 
grade, and are directed by Marie 
Dela Paz. For the past month, the 
girls have been practicing several 
songs during lunch every Tuesday 
and Thursday. Some songs are 

familiar to the members of the 
chorale, but most of the songs are 
completely new. 
  
The GAA girl’s chorale have been 
preparing for the long awaited 
holiday events, most especially 
the GMM Women’s Ministry 
Charitea on December 9th. The 
chorale performed several holiday 
songs such as, “Manger Carol”, 
“Dona Nobis”, and “Christmas on 
Broadway”. All fourteen girls wore 
t h e i r b l a c k c h o i r d re s s e s , 
sponsored by the Ordot SDA 
Church, and were excited to bless 
others by sharing their beautiful 
talent of singing. 

The first girls chorale at Guam 
Adventist Academy would like to 
thank everyone for their support 
and especially their director, Mrs. 
Dela Paz. The girls hope to 
continue singing throughout the 
school year and we look forward 
to their future performances. 
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AMAZING FACTS
In the last message I talked 
about Thanksgiving but my 

most favorite time of the year is 
Christmas!!  I love the many 

Christmas stories of giving to 
others.  I love the Christmas 

songs that remind me of Baby 
Jesus and that time so long ago 

when the angels sang and the 
shepherds visited the manger.  I 

listen to Christmas music 
regularly and I hope each of you 

do too.  What are your favorite 
Christmas memories and 

songs?  The other thing that I 
have grown to like is sharing 

with others!!  It’s nice to get gifts 
but I really like to see the facial 
expressions on those receiving 

the gifts.  Last year our family 
helped three refugee families in 

New Hampshire who were from 
Africa.  What a joy to see their 
faces when they saw the food 

and presents for each member 
of the family.  I encourage each 

of you to choose someone to 
help and watch the joy you 

bring to them. Jesus came and 
gave to us let’s give to others 

His love through us!!!  God bless 
you and a Merry Christmas!!!! 

And Happy New Year, see you 
January 7!!! 

Mr. Gary Wilson 

Principal

Principal’s
From the

Desk

Another busy holiday season 
has arrived for Guam Adventist 
Academy’s Handbell Choir. 
Within the last week, the 
handbell class had 
five performances 
and have several 
more to go. After 
t h e i r fi r s t 
performance at 
t h e G A A ’ s 
Christmas Concert 
last Thursday at the 
Agana Heights SDA 
Church, the handbell choir 
performed Saturday night at the 
Westin Resort. They performed 
all ten songs that the class has 
been practicing everyday with 
their teacher and conductor, 
Marie Dela Paz. The class had 
their next performance at the 

G M M W o m e n ’s M i n i s t r y 
Charitea held at Lotte Hotel on 
Sunday, December 9th, and 
c o n t i n u e d w i t h t h e i r 
performances on Tuesday at 
Tu m o n S a n d s P l a z a a n d 
Wednesday at Agana Shopping 
Center.  

This year, the handbell choir 
consists of seventeen members 

from 7th to 12th grade. There 
a r e n i n e n e w 

members with no 
h a n d b e l l 

e x p e r i e n c e , 
and the rest 
o f t h e 
members are 

r e t u r n i n g 
from previous 

y e a r s . T h e 
students 

have been 
e n j oy i n g t h e 
e n t i r e 
h a n d b e l l 
exper ience ; 
learning how 
to read music, 
playing new 
s o n g s , a n d 
p e r f o r m i n g a t 
different locations. One 
of the new ringers in the choir, 
12th grader Santiago Poppe 
says, “It’s been very fun and 
exciting learning how to play 
handbells. I’m thankful for Mrs. 
Dela Paz for teaching me and 

helping us to develop our skills 
that will enable us to perform as 
a group of ringers.” Another 
r inger, 7th grader K inora 
Bernard, says that she really 
enjoys handbells even though it 
can be challenging at times, the 
experience is “so amazing”. 

W i t h fi v e m o r e h o l i d a y 
performances, the handbell 
choir are ready to represent 
their school at the different 

hotels and locations to 
bless the audience 

with their music. As 
t h e h a n d b e l l 
choir continues 
t o p l a y 
throughout this 
b u s y h o l i d a y 

season, may God 
bless the group as 

they witness to others 
and use their musical 

talents for God’s glory. All are 
invited to support the GAA 
handbell choir at the next 
handbel l per formance on 
Saturday, December 15 at 7pm 
at Hilton Resort and Spa. 

Sharing Handbell Music Around the Island

Girls Holiday Chorale

Narrators:  
Matt and Danilo 

I Love Jesus Present


I love giving presents            

to Jesus ... 

I love him because he       

died for me.  

On Christmas Day.                    

I give Jesus a present 

That present is me. 

– Shiyu Miyagi 1st Gr

Christmas Colors

Christmas colors are red 

and green. 
It’s everywhere as you    

have seen 
But red is the color of 

Jesus’ blood 
He died it’s true for 

everyone good 
This time of year we’ll       

set up a tree 
But we must remember 

Who died for you and me 
— Keira McKeever 2nd Gr

Christmas Lights


There are lights in the sky, 

There are lights on.           
the floor, 

There are lights on the tree, 

Lights are everywhere. 

The lights are shining in 
the night 

To tell us Jesus is our light. 

– Addie Marie 
Concepcion 2nd Gr

Christmas on Guam


Christmas is a happy time 

Because GAA has Christmas 
bells and chimes. 

In the sun we all have fun, 

At the beach for it is 
Christmas on Guam. 

 – Mayah Miyagi 2nd Gr

Christmas Fun

Christmas is fun; 
I like to celebrate                 

in the sun. 
Christmas is                            

a wonderful day; 
I like it ‘cause we                

get to play. 
In America it snows; 

But on Guam life is slow. 
– Shaquille Nobuo 2nd Gr

Christmas!

Christmas is the best       time of the year; 

When there are presents  for the children dear. 
Christmas is a happy time; 
When we celebrate Christ’s birth with chimes. 

– Abigail Porter 1st Gr

Christmas Presents

We see the presents      

under the tree. 
I am excited to open         

them and see 
The presents my mommy 

and daddy gave me. 
– Felix Licup 1st Gr


Christmas Tree


I love my christmas tree so 

I wish I could take it 

everywhere I go. 

– Samaria Amuan 1st Gr


I Love Christmas


I Love Christmas         
because it is fun. 

We celebrate with food, 

games and presents. 

And that’s FUN!! 

– Melisa Rechim 2nd Gr


Christmas Day

I like to play on         Christmas Day 

With a basket of toys, a doll, and a sleigh. 
– Veronica Lee 1st Gr

My Best Christmas


My best Christmas.           
was great! 

Keleguen, red rice and 
chocolate pudding we ate; 

“I Spy” and “Pie Mash” 
games we played; 

It was a Merry         
Christmas Day! 

— Zander Latina 1st Gr



