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Beach cleanups are a great opportunity for 
s tudents to jo in together in a 
community effort to fight one of the 
biggest environmental issues on our 
island: beach pollution. Trash travels 
through the wor ld ’s oceans, 
accumulating on our beautiful 
beaches. This debris is harmful to 
phys ica l habi tats , t ranspor ts 
chemicals, threatens marine life, and 
interferes with human uses of river, 
marine, coastal environments. And 
lately, pollution has been at an all time 
high. That’s why the Student Association 
made it their mission to do whatever they can to 
restore Guam’s beaches to its former beautiful 
state. This week, eager students woke up early on a 
Sunday morning, drove to the beach while it was 

still pitch black outside, put on 
clear plastic gloves, and set 

out to pick up all kinds of 
litter and trash at Ipan 
Beach. They joined 
t o g e t h e r i n t h e 
cleanup effort in the 
first of many school 
community ser vice 

projects led by the 
Student Associat ion. 

Feeling the community 
spirit, the students worked to 

clear the filth that had gathered 
at the shore for a very long time.  

This eye opening opportunity was fun and 
insightful for all of the volunteers. They happily 
picked up crumpled up pieces of paper, dirty 
diapers, bottles, crushed up soda cans, soiled 
clothes, spoiled foods, and a seemingly endless pile 
of cigarettes. After working tirelessly, the upper 
school students filled up a whole truck full of large 
trash bags! At then end of the amazing experience, 
the students not only felt a great deal of 
accomplishment, but had a deeper appreciation 
for the island community and a newfound respect 
for the conservation of our environment.  

This beach cleanup 
was the first of that 
t h e s t u d e n t s a re 
eager to participate 
in. The turtles are 
dying and we need 
YOUR help to prevent 
more. The Student 
Association hopes for 
a n e v e n b e t t e r 
t u r n o u t f o r t h e 
upcoming new and exciting community service 
and beautification projects. Next up, is a trip to 
GAIN (Guam Animals In Need), a local non-profit 
animal shelter and welfare society, and we hope 
that the students could continue to be a great 
helper to the island community just like they did 
last week.   
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Upcoming 
Events

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY  
Parents, please make plans for Monday, February 4th. The school day 
will end at noon as teachers will hold another professional 
development workshop in the afternoon. We have again arranged with 
the bus to pick up the students going to Paseo at 12 noon but those in 
Talofofo they will not run the bus, so you must arrange for noon pickup. 

STEM FAIR  
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Fair on Thursday, 
Feb 7, taking place at 12:00PM to 2:00PM in the gym. Come and see the 
projects presented by the students. 

KINDER VALENTINE GRAMS  
The Pre-K/Kinder Class will be selling Valentine Grams starting from 
Friday, February 1 until February 13. They will be delivered on Thursday, 
February 14.  Grams are $5.  It will include a bagful of delectable treats, a 
card with a Bible verse, and info for recipient (grade, to, and from).  Gram 
cards will be available for purchase in the the school office.  Thank you 
for your time and support! 

SCHOOL SPIRIT DAY  
On February 14th, Thursday, students are encouraged to wear RED tops 
and uniform bottoms (GAA blue pants for the boys and GAA blue skirts 
for the girls).  

ANNUAL PIANO RECITAL  
Our annual piano recital is taking place on Sunday, March 3, 2019. The 
program will be held in the Upper Room at 2pm. For more information 
and questions, please contact Mrs. Marie Dela Paz, GAA Music Director. 
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Professional development Day 
February 4, 2019 

STEM FAIR 
February 7, 2019 

School Spirit Day 
February 14, 2019 

PRESIDENT’s DAY 
February 18, 2019 

WEEK Of PRAYER 
February 25 - March 1, 2019 

Annual Piano Recital 
March 3, 2019 

SA BANQUET 
March 3, 2019 

Chamorro heritage Day 
March 4, 2019 

Chamorro heritage emphasis week 
March 5-8, 2019 

School Spirit Day 
March 8, 2019 

Lower School Field Trip to UOG 
March 12, 2019 

End of 3rd Quarter 
March 13, 2019 

CONTACT US today!  
PRINCIPAL: gwilson@gaasda.org  
REGISTRAR: jvega@gaasda.org  
TREASURER: bingold@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515   
Fax: (671) 789-3547 
www.gaasda.org

By Newsletter Staff

GAA’s mission  
is to help students: 

Glorify God in their daily lives, 
Achieve academic excellence with 

social responsibility, 
Apply diligently the principles of 

healthful living.

You’re invited  
to visit an Adventist  
Church this Sabbath!  

Locations and contact information  
are listed in www.gmmsda.org/churches  

or call 477-9745 (GMM Office). 

s n a p s h o t s  

GALLERY

Angels In Service: Ipan Beach Clean Up

PROFESSIONAL  
DEVELOPMENT DAY 
MONday FEB 4

“One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life…” Psalm 27:4

http://www.gaasda.org
http://www.gmmsda.org/churches
http://www.gmmsda.org/churches
http://www.gaasda.org


The Mustard Seed 
An Amazing Fact 

In ancient times, a warring king sent 
Alexander the Great a threatening bag of 
sesame seeds in reference to the vast 
number of his troops. In return, Alexander 
sent a bag of mustard seeds—smaller, yes, 
but more numerous and more potent! 

Throughout history, mustard has been 
popular both for its culinary and healing 
properties, but also as a symbol. One ancient 
writer claimed mustard would cure scorpion 
bites. Another suggested it would improve 
lazy housewives! Alexander the Great used 
mustard in the above scenario to represent 
the size and power of his troops. More 
recently, scientists have discovered that 
mustard seeds contain a number of healthy 
properties, such as magnesium, omega-3 
fatty acids, and iron. 

Jesus also used mustard as a symbol. In Mark, 
he compares the kingdom of God to a 
mustard seed. As Jesus noted, the mustard 
seed was the smallest seed sown by local 
Palestinian farmers, yet it commonly grew up 
to a height of 12 feet. 

Similarly, God’s kingdom often starts small. If 
you look back on your life, you can probably 
identify little instances of a choice or a 
conversation that began your journey closer 
to God. The beginning of God’s kingdom in 
our hearts isn’t always an impressive event. 
Many times it is simply small steps and slow 
growth progressing forward. Our walk with 
God doesn’t develop overnight, but like the 
mustard plant, it can show incredible growth 
in time when it is planted in the right soil. 

KEY BIBLE TEXTS 

And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the 
kingdom of God? or with what comparison 
shall we compare it? Mark 4:30
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AMAZING FACTS

Today we began the second month 
of the year!  Wow, the year is going 
FAST!!  In a short time we will finish 
the year and school will be finished 

for this year.  Are you doing your 
school work well?  How are your 

friendships?  Have you made new 
friends and included them with your 

old friends?  How has your 
friendship with Jesus grown during 

this year and what can you do in 
the remaining months of school to 

make it better?  In the Bible we find 
a lot of stories of those who tried to 
know God better in their lives.  Paul 

who first was Saul did not have a 
good start in being nice to people.  

He chased after Christians and hurt 
those he caught.  But he was on 

his way to harm some more 
Christians when God stopped him 

by causing him to see a bright light 
and fall off his horse.  Jesus then 

talked to him and changed the 
direction of his life.  So much so, 
that when he came to the end of 
his life in old age he said he had 

finished his life and he had so 
committed his life to Jesus that he 

knew he could trust Jesus’ promise 
to come and take him to heaven.   

That is the goal of GAA teachers 
and the goal we want for each 

student.  Jesus has a place for you 
in heaven just give Him your heart!!! 

Mr. Gary Wilson 

Principal

Principal’s
From the

Desk

On Tuesday, January 29th, the Senior 
Class of Guam Adventist Academy 
had their first and one of their last 
dinner fundraisers of 2019. The eight 
twelfth graders worked hard to 
fundraise for their upcoming Senior 
Mission Trip to Thailand in February. 
For the last few weeks, each senior 
has been selling $8 tickets fo a 
del icious plate of vegetar ian 

fettuccine, fresh salad, delicious 
garlic bread, and moist brownies.  

The dinner night was located at the 
Agana Heights SDA Church dining 
hall and held from 5-6:30pm. The 
class met at the church around 4pm 
to prepare the food that would be 
served. Many friends, and family, 
parents and students attended the 
fundraiser to support the class. 
Compared to previous fundraisers, 
the class has stated that their latest 
dinner night was possibly the least 
stressful one.  

After all the hard work and support 
received from all those who came, 

the class cleaned up and went their 
separate ways. The Seniors would 
like to thank their class advisor Mrs. 
Dela Paz, and parents for all their 
willingness, help, and support. Thank 
you for a l l those who have 
supported the twelfth graders 
throughout the year! Please keep 
the class in your prayers as they 
continue to prepare for their mission 
trip this month.

Mustard not only     
helps in reducing the 
symptoms of asthma   
but also facilitates 
weight loss. 

Senior Class Dinner Night

Outdoor Fun

Throughout the school year, the Senior 
Class of Guam Adventist Academy has 
been visiting the SDA churches on 
island and participating in a special 
Sabbath service. Last Sabbath, January 
26th, the class attended the Agana 
Heights SDA Church for their fifth 
Senior Sabbath. All but one senior 
were able to be there and be 
participants in the service.  

T h e s e r v i c e b e g a n w i t h t h e 
introductions of each member of the 
class followed by a  lively song service 
by the senior girls. The class shared 
their class song “Make Me A Blessing” 
with the congregation which has been 
sung at each Senior Sabbath. 
Intercessory prayer followed the 
opening song and was led by Class VP, 

Jihye Choi. Next, both Class President, 
Johana Robert, and Prayer Leader, 
Selencia Saladier shared a Children’s 
Story. After the story ended and the 
children returned to their seats,  Class 
Senator, Malachi Ingold, and Class 
Treasurer, Sherlock Nobuo called for 
the Offering. Once the tithes and 
offerings were collected, the Class of 
2019 sang a special song “I Will Rise” by 
Chris Tomlin before Pastor Ken Norton 
began his message. 

Pastor Ken Norton took the stage and 
began his sermon entitled “Pure At 
Heart”. The Senior Class ended the 
service with the closing song “Change 
My Heart Oh God”. The seven Seniors 
felt happy and blessed to be able to 
spend Sabbath with the Agana 
Heights SDA Church. The Seniors 
would like to thank the Agana Heights 
Church for welcoming them to for 
their Senior Sabbath and look forward 
to the next one in February. Praise God 
for another Senior Sabbath!

With repairs being made in the 
computer lab this week, some 
classes were unable to attend 
their scheduled computer time.  
But this didn’t stop the learning! 
GAA is blessed to have a mobile 
computer lab, so Mr. Krum took 
his technology classes on the 
road and visited individual 
classrooms to hold class. Having 
technology class in their own 
classrooms was a fun change for 
students.

COW: Computer On Wheels 

Senior Sabbath

The Small Engines class is one of 
the electives offered by Guam 
Adventist Academy. The students 
learn basic car maintenance skills 
under the instruction of Mr. Roger 
Krum.  

Last week, the students replaced 
worn out brake pads of one of the 
school vehicles. Science teacher 
Miss Rikin, together with Ramon, 
Carlos, and MaryJoe were all 
hands-on in this valuable learning 
experience. 

The class will be working with 
lawn mowers next week! So watch 
out for the upcoming photos of 
the small engines students in 
action!

ENGINES
SMALL

c l a s s


