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During the last few days of Christmas break, Guam 
Adventist Academy’s soccer field was filled with 
tents and campers. Nope, these weren’t Pathfinders 
camping again, but instead the tents were filled 
with the island wide youth of Guam. From January 
3rd-5th, more than 50 youth from all eight 
Seventh Day Adventist churches on 
Guam attended the very first 2019 
I s l a n d w i d e Yo u t h C a m p 
Meeting (YCM) hosted by the 
Happy Family SDA Church. 
The camp meeting had the 
theme of “The Greatest of 
These Is Love” and included 
five seminars by guest 
speaker Pastor London Lee.  

The first day of camp meeting 
began with the arrival of youth 
participants ages 12-19 on Thursday evening, and a 
delicious dinner prepared by Kathy Robinson and 
the rest of the meal management team. After the 
meal, the youth gathered in the upper room to 

hear the firs t 
seminar by guest 
speaker Pastor 
L o n d o n L e e 
e n t i t l e d “ I n 
Search Of..” The 
youth listened 

intently as the speaker shared about how everyone 
these days is searching for something and ask 
them what is it that God is searching for? The 
program continued as Bertha Saladier, YCM Happy 
Family coordinator, discussed the instructions for 
the rest of the evening and any other 

announcements for the rest of the camp 
meeting. Each youth prepared for the sleep 

and the next day of seminars 

On the second day of YCM, Friday, January 
4th, the youth woke up before the 
sunrise and met in the gym to go on a 
sunrise walk around the school led by 

Bertha Saladier and the youth from Happy 
Family SDA Church, Shaun Rhowuniong 

and Perla Ikea. The youth returned to the 
gym and joined the rest of the YCM 

participants for the morning devotion entitled 
“First God, Two Us, And Also To Others”  with Pastor 
Rylan Kuartei. After morning devotion, everyone 
gathered in the gym for breakfast and prepared for 
the first seminar of the day, “The Great Divorce” 
about the greatest divorce in history between God 
and man.  The Second Seminar “Tainted Love” 
discussed how love that is lost is sad and the true 
love we find from God. 

 The last two seminars continued after lunch and 
the two team activities “Time Capsule” and “The 

Team Balloon Race”. In 
the third seminar “I Will 
Al lure Her ” Pastor 
London Lee explained 
how God treats the 
o p e n l y r e b e l l i o u s 
sinner with love and 
t h e l a s t s e m i n a r 
“Unexpected Love”, 
explored what God does when we refuse to accept 
Him and His love. For the rest of the day, the youth 
prepared for dinner and welcomed the Sabbath 
with the dinner devotion “Why God Chooses You” 
by Pastor Mesikt Idechong. All the youth gathered 
around the bonfire in the field for a special 
 message “How to Keep Your Bones from Growing 
Old” by Pastor Ken. At the end of the message, each 
person was asked to confess a sin on a piece of 
paper and throw it in the fire, lifting their burdens 
to God. Before the day concluded, the youth 
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Upcoming 
Events

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PROFESSIONAL CAREER DAY  
Students are encouraged to participate this coming Monday, January 
14th. Come to school dressed professionally as a nurse, medical 
provider, dentist, teacher, firefighter, police, or other careers of your 
choice. Students do not need to change into their PE uniforms for PE. 

NO SCHOOL ON JANUARY 21  
Parents, please be informed that the school will not be in session on 
Monday, the 21st of January, 2019.  

SENIOR CLASS SABBATH CHURCH VISITATION  
The senior class will be visiting the Agana Heights SDA Church on 
January 26 as part of their church promotion and involvement 
campaign this school year.   

SENIOR CLASS FUND RAISING DINNER  
5:30 PM, on January 29 at the Agana Heights SDA Church Fellowship 
Hall. To-go plates will be ready by 5PM. Thank you for supporting the 
senior class! Bring a friend, enjoy the food and the fellowship!  

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY  
Parents, please make plans for Monday, February 4th. The school day 
will end at noon as teachers will hold another professional 
development workshop in the afternoon.  
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School Spirit Day 
January 14, 2019 

MARTIN LUTHER Day 
January 21, 2019 

Professional development Day 
February 4, 2019 

STEM FAIR 
February 7, 2019 

School Spirit Day 
February 14, 2019 

SA BANQUET 
February 17, 2019 

PRESIDENT’s DAY 
February 18, 2019 

WEEK Of FPRAYER 
February 25 - March 1, 2019 

Annual Piano Recital 
March 3, 2019 

Chamorro heritage Day 
March 4, 2019 

Chamorro heritage emphasis week 
March 5-8, 2019 

School Spirit Day 
March 8, 2019 

CONTACT US today!  
PRINCIPAL: gwilson@gaasda.org  
REGISTRAR: jvega@gaasda.org  
TREASURER: bingold@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515   
Fax: (671) 789-3547 
www.gaasda.org

By Newsletter Staff

GAA’s mission  
is to help students: 

Glorify God in their daily lives, 
Achieve academic excellence with 

social responsibility, 
Apply diligently the principles of 

healthful living.

You’re invited  
to visit an Adventist  
Church this Sabbath!  

Locations and contact information  
are listed in www.gmmsda.org/churches  

or call 477-9745 (GMM Office). 

s n a p s h o t s  

GALLERY

Career Day 
SCHOOL SPIRIT 
MONday JAN 14

“But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be 

weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.” ISAIAH 40:31

YCM: The Greatest of These is LOVESENIOR CLASS FUND RAISING DINNER

$8per plate

5:30PM Tuesday, January 29 
at Agana Heights Fellowship Hall

Dinner 
Night

http://www.gaasda.org
http://www.gaasda.org
http://www.gmmsda.org/churches
http://www.gmmsda.org/churches


Exceedingly Wise Ants 
An Amazing Fact 

Perhaps you have heard of the famous “parasol” or “leaf-
cutter” ants that make gardens and raise their own crops! 
These amazing creatures are often seen walking in 
processions, each one holding a piece of green leaf 
above its head! These bits of green leaf are not for food, 
but are taken to their nests and made into a compost soil
—for these ants are actually farmers. They deliberately 
sow, prune, fertilize, weed, harvest, and store a fungus 
crop as carefully as any gardener tends his vegetables. 
Some ants living in Texas clear a “field” of one or two 
square yards and then plant rice. They lay out the rice in 
beds with pathways running among the plants, and they 
keep their rice fields carefully weeded. When the rice 
seeds ripen, the ants harvest them, remove the husks, 
and store the kernels for food. Later, the ants with very 
large jaws crack the seeds and crush the kernels into 
meal for the rest of the ants. If the rice gets damp and is 
in danger of spoiling, other ants have the sole 
responsibility of carrying the damp grain out into the 
sunshine for drying. 
There are thousands of amazing scenarios to be found 
among the roughly 10,000 species of ants on earth, and 
probably many thousands of lessons to be learned from 
this tiny creature. In fact, the Bible calls the lowly ant, 
which typically prepares in advance for the colder 
months, “exceedingly wise.” 
It’s important for us to store the bread of life in our 
minds and be prepared in advance when it comes to our 
relationship with God. As a Christian, you always need to 
“be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 
you to give the reason for the hope that you have” (1 
Peter 3:15 NIV). And we should be “sanctified and useful 
for the Master, prepared for every good work” (2 Timothy 
2:21). 
Most important, we need to be prepared to meet the 
Lord when He returns. In Jesus’ story of the wise and 
foolish virgins, only five of them carried extra oil along 
with them and were ready to meet the bridegroom when 
He arrived at an unexpected hour. Jesus said, “I go to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 
where I am, there you may be also” (John 14:2, 3). The 
Lord has prepared to receive us into His awesome 
presence. Are we prepared to go home with Him? 

With the New Year comes many 
new opportunities. This week two 
classes in the lower school started 
with age -appropr iate Bible 
studies with the GAA Chaplain, 
Mrs. Ingold. Mrs. Ingold visited 
with both the 5th & 6th grade 
class, as well as the 3rd & 4th 
grade class. These weekly Bible 
studies will be ongoing through 
the rest of the school year and 
will focus on the 28 Fundamental 
Bel iefs of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, and will also 
begin to prepare children for 
baptism if they feel called to 
commit themselves in that way. 
The overall theme for the Bible 
studies is that God Loves Me in 28 
Ways. 

While with the 3rd and 4th 
graders, Mrs. Ingold played the 
game of Telephone with the 
children to engage them and 
introduce the concept of God 
sending messages to us, and that 
each of us must listen carefully. 

This was followed up with 
students creating a personalized 
journal that they will use for the 
duration of the studies. Students 
enjoyed decorating their journals 
and writing their own thoughts in 
them. As they study a new belief 
each week, students will briefly 
journal their thoughts and 
reactions. 

S t u d e n t s w e r e e n g a g e d 
throughout the study and eagerly 
participated in the discussion. “I 
felt good about the Bible study 
and it helped me to learn more 
about God,” said 4th grader, 
Abigail Manigat. 

Students will meet once a week 
with Mrs. Ingold to continue their 
study together.  

W
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AMAZING FACTSOn December 29th, many 
f a m i l i e s a n d s t u d e n t s 
gathered in the gym for the 
last GAA gym night of 2018. 
C h u r c h m e m b e r s f r o m 
around the island arrived early 
to close the Sabbath for 
vespers at sunset. The Happy 
Family SDA Church youth led 
out in songs and as soon as 
the Sabbath was closed, the 
gym was opened for the fun 
to begin.  
 The GAA gym filled 
with people ready to play 
volleyball and basketball and 
even those excited just to 

watch Both the volleyball and 
basketball courts were filled 
with children and adults as 
they played. A potluck dinner 
was provided for everyone to 
enjoy. As the night continued, 
the volleyball court filled with 
more and more teams. Each 
team played against each 
other and the losing team 
was replaced with another 
until all teams were able to 
play.  
It was a fun night playing, 
w a t c h i n g , e a t i n g , a n d 
e n j o y i n g e a c h o t h e r ’s 
company. Remember that 

every 5th Saturday night of 
the month is GAA gym night 
and all are invited to join! See 
you all in March at the next 
gym night! 
 

God’s Holy Word
GETTING SERIOUS WITH

roasted marshmallows and made 
s’mores before preparing to rest.  

On the last day of YCM, Saturday, 
J a n u a r y 5 t h , t h e y o u t h 
participants gathered in the gym 
for Sabbath morning devotion 
“You Are The Fulfillment” with 
Pastor Luis Mafnas. The youth 
grabbed their bagged breakfast 
and prepared for the Sabbath 
School program led out by the 
youth. A few youth from different 
churches led out song service 
and Eddie Emmanuel from 
Man’Aguaiya SDA Church shared 
a short Biblical thought on just 
how in Biblical times, the people 
of Israel committed idolatry, so do 
we with other things besides 
statues today. The youth gathered 
with their breakout groups for 
their Sabbath School lessons and 
continued into the church service 
led by the youth. Many families 
joined their kids in the gym for 
the Church service and were 
blessed by the testimonial 
sermon by Pastor London Lee. 
The church service program 
included Congregational prayer 
by Jonathan Jenson from Ordot 
SDA Church, Offering by Vander 
Valentino from Happy Family SDA 
Church, Youth Story by Michelle 

Norton from Agana Heights SDA 
Church and Nicole Powers from 
Agat SDA Church, Scripture 
Reading by Aaliyah Taitano from 
Man’Aguaiya SDA Church and 
Special Music by Haddasah and 
Joash Jano-Edward from Talofofo 
SDA Church.  

After the service, lunch and 
fellowship followed and different 
groups departed GAA to pass out 
“A Love Letter From Jesus” tracts 
t o t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d s i n 
c o m m u n i t y f o r o u t r e a c h . 
Everyone returned to GAA and 
the youth shared their personal 
experiences meeting new people 
and sharing the love of God with 
all they encountered. Before 
dinner was served, the youth 
broke out in singing and praising 
God together before the Sabbath 
ended. After dinner, the youth 
gathered one last time for the 
evening devotion with Pastor 
Tiago Cunha and sang the theme 

song “Amazing Love” before the 
youth departed. 

The YCM was such an amazing 
spiritual experience that the 
youth of Guam will never forget. It 
was such a blessing to be able to 
bring the youth of the island 
together and begin the new year 
committing their lives to the Lord 
and empowering and inspiring 
them to always walk with God. 
We pray that th i s spec ia l 
gathering was able to revive the 
youth of Guam and the youth are 
so excited for the next YCM and 
other islandwide Adventist Youth 
Activities.  

Thank you to Pastor London Lee, 
t h e y o u t h l e a d e r s , Y C M 
coordinators, GAA Faculty and 
Staff and church volunteers who 
helped make the YCM such a 
blessing for the youth. God bless 
you all as you continue to serve 
the Lord! 

Mrs. Cynthia Tkalec

3rd/4th Grade Teacher 

YCM: The Greatest of These is LOVE

GYM 

night

Some ants live in super 
colonies that contain 
more than 300 million 
individuals.

c o r n e rBirthday 

P a s t o r 
L o n d o n L . 
Lee was born 
i n L o m a 
L i n d a , 
California to 
God fearing 
Seventh-day 
A d v e n t i s t 

Christian parents. Although he 
grew up in a loving Adventist 
Christian household, Pastor Lee 
suffered from what he likes to 
c a l l “ T h e P r o d i g a l S o n 
Syndrome.” During this time in 
his life he was estranged from 
h i s h e a v e n l y F a t h e r . 
Remember ing the Bibl ical 
training of his youth and 
understanding that no matter 
what he had done, God would 
accept him back, he returned to 
the loving care of his heavenly 
Father, who received him 
openly. He shares that he was 
like the prodigal son, full of sin/

confusion. Yet, in spite of all this, 
God accepted and also placed 
within him a burning desire to 
share the matchless love of 
Christ with all who will listen. 

This week, Pastor Lee taught 
Bible class to the upper school 
for a week. His main theme 
throughout the week was 
“Receiving the Word”. He talked 
about the power of God’s Word 
and what it’s able to do in our 
lives. He even talked about the 
struggles teens have in this 
modern age, including the 
e ff e c t o f m e d i a a n d 
relationships. On Friday, he gave 
a sermon in the upper room to 
the whole school. He talked 
about God’s powerful love for us 
and His amazing sacrifice for us. 

At the end of the week, Pastor 
Lee commented that he was 
“pleasantly surprised.” He has 

taught at different schools 
throughout the years and he 
noticed that the kids here at 
GAA were not only engaging, 
but a lso cooperat ive and 
participative.  

The students were grateful to 
have such a wonderful speaker 
come to GAA. The students 
enjoyed learning about the 
power of God’s word and how it 
applies to our relationships and 
so much more. Overall, everyone 
had an amazing experience and 
we cannot wait to have Pastor 
Lee return to teach us about 
God’s love. 

Receiving the word

1 Abigail Porter 
2 Michelle Norton 
6 Tase Sgambelluri 
8 Mark Imazu 
11 Danilo Tkalec 
12 Samuel Jung 
15 Ms. Rikin 
16 Mellianna Duenas 

January

SCHOOL SPIRIT DAY
PROFESSIONAL 
career day
MONDAY JAN 14

Come to school dressed professionally 
as a nurse, medical provider, dentist, 
teacher, firefighter, police, or other 

careers of your choice.  



Exceedingly Wise Ants 
An Amazing Fact 

Perhaps you have heard of the famous “parasol” or “leaf-
cutter” ants that make gardens and raise their own crops! 
These amazing creatures are often seen walking in 
processions, each one holding a piece of green leaf 
above its head! These bits of green leaf are not for food, 
but are taken to their nests and made into a compost soil
—for these ants are actually farmers. They deliberately 
sow, prune, fertilize, weed, harvest, and store a fungus 
crop as carefully as any gardener tends his vegetables. 
Some ants living in Texas clear a “field” of one or two 
square yards and then plant rice. They lay out the rice in 
beds with pathways running among the plants, and they 
keep their rice fields carefully weeded. When the rice 
seeds ripen, the ants harvest them, remove the husks, 
and store the kernels for food. Later, the ants with very 
large jaws crack the seeds and crush the kernels into 
meal for the rest of the ants. If the rice gets damp and is 
in danger of spoiling, other ants have the sole 
responsibility of carrying the damp grain out into the 
sunshine for drying. 
There are thousands of amazing scenarios to be found 
among the roughly 10,000 species of ants on earth, and 
probably many thousands of lessons to be learned from 
this tiny creature. In fact, the Bible calls the lowly ant, 
which typically prepares in advance for the colder 
months, “exceedingly wise.” 
It’s important for us to store the bread of life in our 
minds and be prepared in advance when it comes to our 
relationship with God. As a Christian, you always need to 
“be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 
you to give the reason for the hope that you have” (1 
Peter 3:15 NIV). And we should be “sanctified and useful 
for the Master, prepared for every good work” (2 Timothy 
2:21). 
Most important, we need to be prepared to meet the 
Lord when He returns. In Jesus’ story of the wise and 
foolish virgins, only five of them carried extra oil along 
with them and were ready to meet the bridegroom when 
He arrived at an unexpected hour. Jesus said, “I go to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 
where I am, there you may be also” (John 14:2, 3). The 
Lord has prepared to receive us into His awesome 
presence. Are we prepared to go home with Him? 

With the New Year comes many 
new opportunities. This week two 
classes in the lower school started 
with age -appropr iate Bible 
studies with the GAA Chaplain, 
Mrs. Ingold. Mrs. Ingold visited 
with both the 5th & 6th grade 
class, as well as the 3rd & 4th 
grade class. These weekly Bible 
studies will be ongoing through 
the rest of the school year and 
will focus on the 28 Fundamental 
Bel iefs of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, and will also 
begin to prepare children for 
baptism if they feel called to 
commit themselves in that way. 
The overall theme for the Bible 
studies is that God Loves Me in 28 
Ways. 

While with the 3rd and 4th 
graders, Mrs. Ingold played the 
game of Telephone with the 
children to engage them and 
introduce the concept of God 
sending messages to us, and that 
each of us must listen carefully. 

This was followed up with 
students creating a personalized 
journal that they will use for the 
duration of the studies. Students 
enjoyed decorating their journals 
and writing their own thoughts in 
them. As they study a new belief 
each week, students will briefly 
journal their thoughts and 
reactions. 

S t u d e n t s w e r e e n g a g e d 
throughout the study and eagerly 
participated in the discussion. “I 
felt good about the Bible study 
and it helped me to learn more 
about God,” said 4th grader, 
Abigail Manigat. 

Students will meet once a week 
with Mrs. Ingold to continue their 
study together.  

W
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AMAZING FACTS
In the last message I talked 
about Thanksgiving but my 

most favorite time of the year is 
Christmas!!  I love the many 

Christmas stories of giving to 
others.  I love the Christmas 

songs that remind me of Baby 
Jesus and that time so long ago 

when the angels sang and the 
sheperds visited the manger.  I 

listen to Christmas music 
regularly and I hope each of you 

do too.  What are your favorite 
Christmas memories and 

songs?  The other thing that I 
have grown to like is sharing 

with others!!  It’s nice to get gifts 
but I really like to see the facial 
expressions on those receiving 

the gifts.  Last year our family 
helped three refugee families in 

New Hampshire who were from 
Africa.  What a joy to see their 
faces when they saw the food 

and presents for each member 
of the family.  I encourage each 

of you to choose someone to 
help and watch the joy you 

bring to them. Jesus came and 
gave to us let’s give to others 

His love through us!!!  God bless 
you and a Merry Christmas!!!! 

And Happy New Year, see you 
January 7!!! 

Mr. Gary Wilson 

Principal

Principal’s
From the

Desk
On December 29th, many 
f a m i l i e s a n d s t u d e n t s 
gathered in the gym for the 
last GAA gym night of 2018. 
C h u r c h m e m b e r s f r o m 
around the island arrived early 
to close the Sabbath for 
vespers at sunset. The Happy 
Family SDA Church youth led 
out in songs and as soon as 
the Sabbath was closed, the 
gym was opened for the fun 
to begin.  
 The GAA gym filled 
with people ready to play 
volleyball and basketball and 
even those excited just to 

watch Both the volleyball and 
basketball courts were filled 
with children and adults as 
they played. A potluck dinner 
was provided for everyone to 
enjoy. As the night continued, 
the volleyball court filled with 
more and more teams. Each 
team played against each 
other and the losing team 
was replaced with another 
until all teams were able to 
play.  
It was a fun night playing, 
w a t c h i n g , e a t i n g , a n d 
e n j o y i n g e a c h o t h e r ’s 
company. Remember that 

every 5th Saturday night of 
the month is GAA gym night 
and all are invited to join! See 
you all in March at the next 
gym night! 
 

God’s Holy Word
GETTING SERIOUS WITH

During the last few days of 
Christmas break, Guam Adventist 
Academy’s soccer field was filled 
with tents and campers. Nope, 
t h e s e w e r e n’ t Pa t h fi n d e r s 
camping again, but instead the 
tents were filled with the island 
wide youth of Guam. From 
January 3rd-5th, more than 50 
youth from all eight Seventh Day 
Adventist churches on Guam 
attended the very first 2019 
Islandwide Youth Camp Meeting 
(YCM) hosted by the Happy 
Family SDA Church. The camp 
meeting had the theme of “The 
Greatest of These Is Love” and 
included five seminars by guest 
speaker Pastor London Lee.  

The first day of camp meeting 
began with the arrival of youth 
participants ages 12-19 on 
Thursday evening, and a delicious 
d inner prepared by K athy 
Robinson and the rest of the meal 
management team. After the 
meal, the youth gathered in the 
upper room to hear the first 
seminar by guest speaker Pastor 
London Lee entitled “In Search 
Of..” The youth listened intently as 
the speaker shared about how 
everyone these days is searching 
for something and ask them what 

is it that God is searching for? The 
program continued as Bertha 
Saladier, YCM Happy Family 
coordinator, d iscussed the 
instructions for the rest of the 
e v e n i n g a n d a n y o t h e r 
announcements for the rest of 
the camp meeting. Each youth 
prepared for the sleep and the 
next day of seminars 

On the second day of YCM, Friday, 
January 4th, the youth woke up 
before the sunrise and met in the 
gym to go on a sunrise walk 
around the school led by Bertha 
Saladier and the youth from 
Happy Family SDA Church, Shaun 
Rhowuniong and Perla Ikea. The 
youth returned to the gym and 
joined the rest of the YCM 
participants for the morning 
devotion entitled “First God, Two 
Us, And Also To Others”  with 
Pastor R ylan Kuar tei . Af ter 
morning devotion, everyone 
gathered in the gym for breakfast 

and prepared for the first seminar 
of the day, “The Great Divorce” 
about the greatest divorce in 
history between God and man.  
The Second Seminar “Tainted 
Love” discussed how love that is 
lost is sad and the true love we 
find from God. 

 The last two seminars continued 
after lunch and the two team 
activities “Time Capsule” and “The 
Team Balloon Race”. In the third 
seminar “I Will Allure Her” Pastor 
London Lee explained how God 
treats the openly rebellious sinner 
with love and the last seminar 
“Unexpected Love”, explored what 
God does when we refuse to 
accept Him and His love. For the 
rest of the day, the youth 
p r e p a r e d f o r d i n n e r a n d 
welcomed the Sabbath with the 
dinner devotion “ Why God 
Chooses You” by Pastor Mesikt 
Idechong. All the youth gathered 

Mrs. Cynthia Tkalec

3rd/4th Grade Teacher 

YCM: The Greatest of These is LOVE

GYM 

night

Some ants live in super 
colonies that contain 
more than 300 million 
individuals.



Pigeon Mission  
(an Amazing Fact)  

Because there are so many pigeons in the world, 
we sometimes fail to appreciate these remarkable 
birds. Pigeons mate for life, make excellent 
parents, and have been known to live over 30 
years! The racing pigeon is the marathon athlete 
of the air. It has the ability to beat its wings up to 
10 times per second, and maintain a heart rate of 
600 beats per minute for up to 16 hours without 
rest, while flying 50 to 60 mph! In addition, it can 
fly nearly straight up. 

These skills have made homing pigeons a 
valuable communication tool for carrying 
messages in wartime. During WWII, 98 percent of 
pigeon missions were successful, often despite 
enemy fire. A famous WWI homing pigeon 
named Cher Ami delivered a vital message—the 
location of the famous Lost Battalion. The mission 
of that pigeon alone is credited with saving nearly 
200 human lives! Cher Ami was awarded a medal 
for his heroic service. He died from his extensive 
battle wounds.  

The French, Swiss, Israeli, and Chinese armies still 
use homing pigeons today because their 
messaging is not affected by electronic jamming. 
In the 17th century, King George of England 
decreed all pigeon droppings to be property of 
the Crown—and the lofts were policed to enforce 
the law! The reason? Pigeon manure was used in 
making gunpowder.  

Advanced studies at the University of Montana 
and at Harvard have concluded: “Pound for 
pound, the pigeon is one of the smartest, most 
physically adept creatures in the animal kingdom.” 
They have been taught to use tools and were 
found to retain hundreds of objects or images in 
their memory! Knowing this, the pharmaceutical 
industry in Australia employed pigeons trained to 
identify anomalies in pills on a moving conveyor. 
The birds did outstanding work, but authorities 
soon ended the practice, fearing backlash from 
the perception that pigeons were more efficient 
workers than people. And, of course, they would 
work for chicken feed!  

Did you know there was a prophet in the Bible 
whose name was pigeon? Jonah’s name means 
“dove” or “pigeon.” Unlike the faithful homing 
pigeons, Jonah tried to flee from duty. God 
mercifully spared his life, and Jonah went on to 
preach God’s message of warning, which saved 
an entire city from destruction.

      
        Did you do something good 
today? Helped someone carry 
their books? Opened the door for 
a teacher or a classmate? Shared 
your lunch with a friend who 
forgot to bring a meal? Picked up 
trash to keep the school tidy? 
Chances are, you might get 
yourself a gold card soon! 

Make no mistake, students at GAA 
lend a helping hand not because 

they want a gold card, it ’s 
because they know it is the right 
thing to do. They find joy in 
helping others without thinking 
about getting something in 
return. 

Some students are surprised 
when they receive a gold card. 
The y d id not expec t that 
someone caught them doing 
something good.  

Paul encourages us to keep doing 
something good in Galatians 6:9 
“And let us not grow weary of 
doing good, for in due season we 
will reap, if we do not give up.”   

Have you done something good 
and not receive a gold card? Paul 
says, keep doing good! Our 
heavenly Father sees and knows 
everything that we do. He even 
knows why we are doing them.
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AMAZING FACTSJoint Chapel

Gold Cards: You Got Caught! 
Students caught doing good are recognized by Mr. Wilson with a gold card.

THANKSGIVING 
Door Decoration 

           The Student Association 
Leaders of Guam Adventist 
Ac a d e my h ave b e e n b u s y 
brainstorming and planning 
exciting new events and activities 
for our school. This week, SA  
spent their mornings decorating 
the upper room door with a 
festive turkey for the upcoming 
Fall Themed Door Decorating 
activity for the school!  

On Monday, November 19th, 
each class will choose a door in  
the school to decorate with 

colorful fall leaves, fat turkeys, 
orange pumpkins, and any other 
decorations that will display the 
season of fall. Include what you 
are thankful for. The SA leaders 
chose this activity not only to 
encourage the students to use 
their creativity, but to also have 
each class work together as a 
team and put their talents 
together to create something 
beautiful.  

Our school’s SA student leaders 
hope that both lower and upper 

school 
will enjoy 
t h i s 
activity to 
show some 
f a l l a n d 
s c h o o l 
spirit and 
h a v e f u n 
working together with 
their classmates. SA wishes 
everyone a Happy Thanksgiving 
a n d t o h a v e a f u n d o o r 
decorating time!  

3rd and 4th Grade class led the song 
service singing “I just want to be a sheep”.

Kurt Dela Paz led in the reading of          
the scripture.

Kinora Bernard led the assembly in 
the opening prayer.

Guest speaker Pastor Cunha shared a 
message about Jesus laying down His 
life for all of us because He loves us.

At the end of his message, the Pastor 
prayed for all the students. It was a 

blessing to have another joint chapel.

This past Saturday, the seniors 
led another “Senior Sabbath” at 
t h e O r d o t S e v e n t h - D a y 
Adventist Church. They followed 
t h e i r u s u a l r o u t i n e o f 
introducing themselves, their 
class positions, and hobbies.  

Next, the girls of the class, 
Selencia, Michelle, Kaveri, and 
JiHye led song service. When 
the church went into the main 
worship service, the seniors led 
out in the intercessory prayer, 
Scripture reading, children’s 
story, offering, and more.  

Michelle Norton and Kaveri 
Jimenez shared a story to the 

children  about the importance 
of listening to your teachers.  

The speaker for the Sabbath 
was none other than our very 
own high school English and 
World History teacher, Miss 
Hartline who gave a touching 
testimony about her upbringing 
and the values of going to an 
Adventist school. She talked 
about how her teachers at her 
school had a Christian character 

and showed her the love and 
affection she so craved as a 
young child. It shed light on the 
importance of learning in an 

A d v e n t i s t e n v i r o n m e n t 
surrounded by teachers who 
truly care for their students and 
instill a love of learning about 
Jesus.  

Selencia Saladier, a senior at 
GAA gave her thoughts on Miss 
Hartline’s sermon; she said, “It 

was such a blessing to be able 
to visit the Ordot SDA church 
and to hear Miss Hartline’s 
beautiful testimony. I was truly 
touched and I am very  thankful 
t h a t o u r c l a s s h a s t h i s 
opportunity to spend this 
Sabbath with the Ordot church 
family.”  

The senior class will visit the 
Happy Family SDA church in 
Dededo next month. They are 
inviting you to join them as the 
lead out in the Divine Worship 
program. 

Senior Sabbath Continues

Guam Adventist  Academy Girls Chorale


