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Guam’s dry season is typically 
during December through 
April.  During past dry 
seasons, wild grassfires 
have occurred right across 
the road from the school.  
The fifth and sixth graders 
conducted a learning service 
project with this in mind on 
Tuesday, February 27.  (A learning 

s e r v i c e p r o j e c t 
involves learning 
and applying that 
learning to help the 
community.)   

T h e s t u d e n t s 
i d e n t i fi e d t h e 
different types of 

grasses (science), measured the area and 
the heights of the grass samples they 
collected (math), and researched 
news stories about 2016-2018 fires 
and how fires affect the community 
(social studies).  With Mrs. Saladier, 
Mrs. Larrew, Mr. Saladier, Mr. Krum, 

and Mr. Garcia (Uncle Dan) assisting, 
they started the community service 

aspect of their project.  The students 
measured the area they would be working in 
using meter sticks.  They looked for the tallest 
sample of each type of grass. A few students 
had parental permission to use a bush cutter, 
so they had the opportunity to experience it 
and get their pictures taken.  When asked if 
they enjoyed the off-campus activity, it was a 
resounding "Yes!"
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Upcoming 
Events ANNouncements! 

GAA Maranatha Pathfinder Club   
GAA Pathfinders will be collecting recycled  plastic bottles every 
Thursday. Grades 5-12 may purchase GAA Pathfinder Tshirt for $5.00. Pay 
Ms. Dori and notify Mrs. Saladier. The Pathfinder Campout is scheduled 
for March 25. 

Discover Hope Bible Prophecy Seminar 
You are invited to this FREE event taking place behind the SDA clinic 
from March 9, 10, and 11 7-8:30p.m. nightly. Learn more about Bible 
prophecy straight from God's word.  

GAA Sabbath  
The GAA faculty and staff will be visiting the Ypao-Ordot SDA church on 
March 17. Join us for another educational Sabbath. 

SA Banquet 
Get ready for the annual event we all have been waiting for! On Sunday, 
March 18, the Student Association will hold the SA Banquet at the 
Westin from 6 pm to 9:30 pm. You don't want to miss this event! 

GAA Ambassadors (10th & 11th Graders only) 
Are you interested in participating in a summer program with students 
from Taiwan? Will you be on-island during early July to early August?  
Contact Mrs. Larrew if you are interested. 

Annual Piano recital 
Enjoy another afternoon of music this coming Sunday, March 4th, in the 
Upper Room, as our piano students share their talents during GAA’s 
annual piano recital. Make plans to be there!   

Free $5 for GAA 
Go to https://www.iGive.com/welcome/warmwelcome.cfm?c=72654 
before the end of the month and download the iGive button on your 
laptop. Keep the button on through the end of the school year and 
iGive will donate $5 to GAA. For more details, email Mrs. Larrew 
clarrew@gaasda.org.  
. 
Island Wide Camp Meeting Continues Wednesday, February 
28 to Sabbath, March 3rd. Camp Meeting promises to be a spirit-filled 
event! Join us as we listen to International Evangelist and Host of It is 
Written, Pastor John Bradshaw! Meetings will be held a the big tent 
behind the Adventist Clinic.
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snapshots 
GALLERY

GMM Camp Meeting 
March 2-4 

Piano Recital 
March 4 

Chamorro Heritage Day 
FLEX DAY 

March 5 

Chamorro Week 
March 7-9 

Chamorro Feast 
March 8 

Lower School Field Trip 
March 9 

End of 3rd Quarter 
March 14 

Field Day 
March 15 

GAA Sabbath at Ordot 
March 17 

SA Banquet 
March 18 

GAA Spring Musical 
March 22 

Pathfinder Camping 
March 23-25 

Spring Break 
March 26-30 

GAA’s mission  
is to help students: 

Glorify God in their daily lives, 
Achieve academic excellence with 

social responsibility, 
Apply diligently the principles of 

healthful living.

CONTACT US today!  
PRINCIPAL: clarrew@gaasda.org  
REGISTRAR: jvega@gaasda.org  
ACCOUNTANT: dtalon@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515   
Fax: (671) 789-3547 
www.gaasda.org

Training Students for Service
By Newsletter Staff

Be the G
lory

GodTo

March 22, 2018 Thursday 6 p.m. 
GAA Gymnasium

A Spring Program

 Piano 
Recital  sunday march 4

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and 

acceptable and perfect will of God.” Romans 12:2 

Here at Guam Adventist Academy, students 
are trained for service. Every Friday, during 
chapel, students lead out in song service, 
play musical instruments to accompany the 
student body in singing, reading the 
scriptures, and even sharing a message 

from the word of God. 11th grade Selencia 
Saladier shared a wonderful message about 
listening to God's call. She also shared her 
encouraging testimony to the students.  
Just like Jonah, it's best to obey God!

http://www.gaasda.org
http://www.gaasda.org


There was recently a Revelation of Hope seminar 
on the island held by Taj Pacleb and his 
evangelism team at the SDA Clinic. As the 
Chaplain and Bible Teacher here at GAA, I always 
try to attend or participate in any seminars or 
meetings that various churches have, as well as 
encourage the students to go and hear the word 
of God in new and exciting venues. 

Attendance is always optional, as we believe that 
God also gives us the option to choose to accept 
His love and His word, but an incentive is usually 
given. For this seminar, the students were told that 
if they wrote a small response to the message 
each night about what they learned about God 
they could make up a few lost points on certain 
assignments.  

I, unfortunately, did not make it to every single 
meeting, but did make it to most of them! And I 
was very proud to see how many students chose 
to come with their families to attend and even 
help out with the children's program. I have said it 
before, and I will always be willing to say it again: I 

have been all over the world and the students 
here at GAA truly are unique! They seem to know 
their Bible and it's stories quite well, and we can 
often go much deeper in discussion than I 
previously expected. That having been said, 
teaching dozens of teenagers is still always quite 
the experience! Teaching here at GAA has given 
me a whole new level of appreciation for all of my 
past teachers and professors!  

While some days, as a teacher and chaplain, you 
wonder just how much the students are 
absorbing, how much they're really listening or is 
really sinking into their long-term memory, there 
are other days that make it all worthwhile!  

As I was attending the meetings, many parents 
came up to me after each night was finished and 

said things like, "My children knew so many of 
these Bible verses!" and "they were the one 
explaining that concept to me!" And to top it all off 
some of the younger students themselves came 
running up, with excitement in their eyes and 
voice, about the Bible of all things! They said things 
like, "Sir, we already knew everything he was 
preaching!" and "I feel like I understood it so much 
better hearing it this time!" I was overjoyed to hear 
their excitement for 
spiritual things!  

M y d e a r p a r e n t s , 
t e a c h e r s , a n d 
guardians: We all get 
tired, we all get busy, 
and we all wonder, 
hope, and pray that 
God is getting through 
to our children! And we 
all wonder at times if 
the things we are teaching them is really sinking 
in. I can tell you honestly that I've had long, 
tiresome days on Guam (and I've only been here 7 
months!). But more importantly, I can also tell you 
unequivocally, without an ounce of hesitation, that 
to see that glimmer of light, that excitement about 
the Bible, about God, and a relationship with Him, 
even if only once in a while, makes any and 
everything we go through more than worth it!  

And so I leave you for now with an earnest thank 
you. Thank you for the sacrifices you make, thank 
you for the hours spent on your knees in prayer, 
and thank you for doing all that you can to be a 
light to your wonderful children! And of course, 
thank you for doing what it takes to send them to 
GAA, and blessing all of us here with their 
presence. Working to serve them has not been 
work at all, but one of the biggest blessings the 
Lord has given to us in life, and we are honored 
and humbled to be a part of their growth process 
as they become the young men and women God 
would have them be.  

I pray this finds you well, gives you some 
encouragement, and most of all, that we never 
stop praying for, and being a light to, these 
wonderful young people. They are watching. They 
are listening. And they are certainly learning and 
growing in Him. Praise God!  
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The Saviour said nothing to unsettle 
faith in the religion and institutions 
that had been given through Moses; 

for every ray of divine light that 
Israel’s great leader communicated to 
his people was received from Christ. 
While many are saying in their hearts 
that He has come to do away with the 
law, Jesus in unmistakable language 
reveals His attitude toward the divine 
statutes. “Think not,” He said, “that I 
am come to destroy the law, or the 

prophets.”

—Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, 45-48.
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Daily Scriptures
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The apostle [Peter] sought to teach 
the believers how important it is to 
keep the mind from wandering to 
forbidden themes or from spending 
its energies on trifling subjects. 
Those who would not fall a prey to 
Satan's devices must guard well the 
avenues of the soul; they must 
avoid reading, seeing, or hearing 
that which will suggest impure 
thoughts. The mind must not be left 
to dwell at random upon every 
subject that the enemy of souls may 
suggest. The heart must be faithfully 
sentineled, or evils without will 
awaken evils within, and the soul will 
wander in darkness.  

Everything that can be done should 
be done to place ourselves and our 
children where we shall not see the 
iniquity that is practiced in the 
world. We should carefully guard the 
sight of our eyes and the hearing of 
our ears so that these awful things 
shall not enter our minds. When the 
daily newspaper comes into the 
house, I feel as if I want to hide it, 
that the ridiculous, sensational 
things in it may not be seen. It 
seems as if the enemy is at the 
foundation of the publishing of many 
things that appear in newspapers. 
Every sinful thing that can be found 
is uncovered and laid bare before 
the world.  

Those who would have that wisdom 
which is from God must become 

fools in the sinful knowledge of this 
age, in order to be wise. They 
should shut their eyes, that they 
may see and learn no evil. They 
should close their ears, lest they 
hear that which is evil and obtain 
that knowledge which would stain 
their purity of thoughts and acts. 
And they should guard their 
tongues, lest they utter corrupt 
communications and guile be found 
in their mouths. 

Resistance Is Weakened by 
Opening the Door—Do not see 
how close you can walk upon the 
brink of a precipice and be safe. 
Avoid the first approach to danger. 
The soul's interests cannot be trifled 
with. Your capital is your character. 
Cherish it as you would a golden 
treasure. Moral purity, self-respect, a 
strong power of resistance, must be 
firmly and constantly cherished. 
There should not be one departure 
from reserve; one act of familiarity, 
one indiscretion, may jeopardize the 
soul in opening the door to 
temptation, and the power of 
resistance becomes weakened. 

– Adventist Home p402

HOPE

Bible Connection 
My favorite Bible verse is found in Jeremiah 29:11 

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord,  
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.” 

It reminds me that God holds our future in his hands.  
- Alana McKeever, 6th grade

What is your favorite verse? 

Avoid Reading, Seeing, or Hearing EvilRevelation of 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

If you review our newsletters (available on 
our gaasda.org website), you will see that 
we have planned numerous interesting 
activities planned for our students, 
families, and employees. I praise God for 
all these wonderful opportunities! While 
you may miss this small message 
amongst all the articles, I hope that you 
won’t forget to pray to Jesus, your Best 
Friend, during the busyness of your life. 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in 
everything give thanks; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Mrs. Chrislyn Larrew 
Principal

Principal’s
message. 

1. Eat a banana. 

If not a banana, be sure to eat something. 
Preferably food with protein and fiber to 
keep you fuller longer. Nothing’s more 
distracting to a performance than a 
growling tummy. 

2. Don’t obsess. 

Only run through your song through a few 
times, if at all. Don’t sweat little mistakes. 
Trust the preparation you’ve put into it. 

3. Play with passion. 

Rather than striving to play every note 
accurately, try to express the emotion or 
feeling of the song. By focusing on 
“expression” details like dynamics, phrasing, 
and musical color, you’ll achieve greater 
accuracy. Plus, your audience will be so 
wrapped up in the feeling of the song that 
they won’t be listening for mistakes. 

“To play a wrong note is insignificant; to 
play without passion is inexcusable,” says 
Ludwig Van Beethoven. 

4. Keep it mellow. 

Recital day is not the time to have fight with 
your best friend. Do your best to avoid stress 
and drama on the day of the recital. 

A clear headspace will help you focus on 
rocking your performance, and help you 
fully enjoy the experience of dressing up 
nicely, listening to your peers, and maybe 
getting a treat afterward! 

5. Visualize success. 

Rather than going into a recital with the 
vague notion of “doing your best”, visualize 
your ideal performance. You may picture 
yourself walking to the front of the room 
with poise, sitting at your instrument with 
confidence, playing your piece to the best 
of your ability, and giving a sincere bow as 
the audience cheers. 

6. Put on blinders. 

Rather than comparing yourself to others, 
put all of your focus into your performance. 
Don’t stress about or wonder what others 
think. If they are judging, it’s their problem. 
When other’s judge harshly, it’s probably 
due to their own insecurities. 

7. Get the timing right. 

Don’t arrive so early that you’re sitting 
around stressing out, or so late that you’re 
worried about missing the beginning, or 
even your own performance. Aim to arrive 
at least ten minutes before the recital, or 
more if you have equipment to set up with 
your teacher.  

source: https://pianopower.org/piano-recital-tips/

Are you ready  
for your 

Piano Recital?

SEND your stories to 
newsletter@gaasda.orgBy Mr. Chaz Spellman, Bible Teacher
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