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Last week Guam Adventist Academy had 
the spring week of prayer with a 
focus on faith. From Monday to 
Friday, both upper and lower 
school had their own special 
week of prayer service in 
the chapel, excited and 
eager to learn more about 
what it means to be a 
Christian from our guest 
speaker, Leonard Quaile. 
Our school was blessed to 
welcome Leonard Quaile, 
Education Director of Guam-
Micronesia Mission, who spoke 
about a various topics such as faith, studying 
the Bible, prayer, and sharing your faith with others. 

On Monday, Mr. Quaile shared with both the lower 
and upper school students of GAA about how we 
all struggle with sin and that we must keep our 
faith growing strong. He shared a story about his 

friend who struggled 
with smoking all his life 
a n d t a u g h t a n 
important lesson of 
how we all have sins we 
struggle to overcome 
and cannot fight with 
our own power. The 

students returned to their classes, excited to return 
and learn more on the second day of week of 

prayer. For the upper school week of prayer, 
the praise team opened with song service 

and prayer and welcomed Mr. Quaile to 
the stage talk about faith. Our guest 
speaker taught the students that we 
cannot fight sin on our own and that it 
is very important to have faith and 
keep it. 

The next day,  students and teachers filled 
the upper room, returning to hear more 

from Mr. Quaile. On Tuesday, he talked about 
studying the Bible and spending time in God’s 
word. Both upper and lower school were able to 
learn about the importance of reading the Bible 
and knowing what God tells us in it. The students 
of GAA left the chapel knowing that God wants us 
to spend time with Him and spend time in His 
word, learning more about Him. 

On Wednesday, the topic Mr. Quaile spoke about 
was “prayer” and how God wants us to talk to Him. 
He spoke to the students about how God already 
knows everything that is on our mind yet He still 
wants us to go to Him with all of our troubles and 
praises. He told a story about his dad and how he 
asked him for a sled for Christmas. Although Mr. 
Quaile knew that he his dad would give him the 

sled, his father still appreciated that he asked him 
personally and talked to him about it. Just how 
parents enjoy hearing from their children, God 
wants to hear from us. 

For Thursday’ assembly, the topic 
was “sharing our faith”. He told 
the students that in order to 
grow our faith, we have to share 
it with others. He talked about 
the third commandment and 
that as Christians, we are the 

taking the name of the Lord. If we do not live as 
Christ did, we are taking the Lord’s name in vain.   

The students of GAA have learned so much during 
this week of prayer and are so thankful that Mr. 
Leonard Quaile was able to share his experiences 
and knowledge. Both upper and lower school were 
excited to learn about what it means to be a 
Christian and what it entails. This week has been 
not only a great learning 
exper ience about fa i th , 
prayer, the Bible, and sharing, 
b u t a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
strengthen the students’ 
relationship with God and 
know more about being a 
Christian.  Praise God for the 
amazing week of prayer!

MARCH 5, 2019

Upcoming 
Events

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
TUMON BAY MUSIC FESTIVAL  
The Handbell Choir will be performing at 5:30pm. tonight at the Crystal 
Ballroom, Lotte Hotel.  

CHAMORRO HERITAGE EMPHASIS WEEK  
This week is a time for our school to learn more about Chamorro culture 
and heritage, through guest speakers, games, and even food 
demonstrations. The students will have the chance to have an 
interactive, hands on learning experience as they discover more about 
Guam’s strong cultural heritage. 

PI DAY CONTEST  
On March 14, GAA students are encouraged to join the PI contest. GAA 
will hold  a classroom and a school-wide contest for the recitation of the 
most digits from memory. The most decimal places of Pi memorised is 
70,000, and was achieved by Rajveer Meena (India) at the VIT University, 
Vellore, India, on 21 March 2015. 

PARENT-STUDENT-TEACHER CONFERENCE  
Parents, make plans to see your child’s teachers on the 17th of March. 
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Chamorro heritage emphasis week 
March 5-8, 2019 

School Spirit Day 
March 8, 2019 

Lower School Field Trip to UOG 
March 12, 2019 

End of 3rd Quarter 
March 13, 2019 

START of the 4th quarter 
Pi Day contest 

March 14, 2019 

PARENT Student Teacher 
Conferences 

March 17, 2019 

Spring Concert Rehearsal 
March 20, 2019 

Spring Concert 
March 21, 2019 

Spring BREAK 
March 25-29, 2019 

GAA SABBATH 
April 6, 2019 

CONSTITUENCY MEETING 
April 7, 2019 

CONTACT US today!  
PRINCIPAL: gwilson@gaasda.org  
REGISTRAR: jvega@gaasda.org  
TREASURER: bingold@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515   
Fax: (671) 789-3547 
www.gaasda.org

By Newsletter Staff

GAA’s mission  
is to help students: 

Glorify God in their daily lives, 
Achieve academic excellence with 

social responsibility, 
Apply diligently the principles of 

healthful living.

You’re invited  
to visit an Adventist  
Church this Sabbath!  

Locations and contact information  
are listed in www.gmmsda.org/churches  

or call 477-9745 (GMM Office). 

s n a p s h o t s  

GALLERY

Spring Week of Prayer: Faith

End of    
third quarter 

March 13
“I have inherited Your testimonies forever, For 

they are the joy of my heart.” Psalm 119:111

GAA Handbell Choir performs 5:30 pm, March 5, 2019 
tonight at the Crystal Ballroom, Lotte Hotel. 

http://www.gmmsda.org/churches
http://www.gmmsda.org/churches
http://www.gaasda.org
http://www.gaasda.org


We have just completed one of the 
most important weeks of the 
school year, our spring Week of 
Prayer.   I remember my experience 
as a student and the many weeks 
of prayer over my elementary to 
college experience.   Some I 
remember better than others but 
each had an impact on my life.  
During my 6th grade year I 
attended a special baptismal class 
each day for a period of about 6 
weeks and was then baptized.   In 
academy I remember several 
weeks clearly and the impact they 
had on me to want to be ready for 
Jesus soon return.   Those 
speakers still have impact on me 
today as I want to see Jesus come 
even more today than I did then.  
We also had student weeks of 
prayer where students had the 
presentations.   I remember one 
Friday night call made by a fellow 
student in which virtually all the 
three hundred students came 
forward to testify of their love for 
Jesus and their need to ask His 
forgiveness.   It was truly a moving 
experience.  I still remember when I 
had to make one o f those 
presentations my senior year (my 
first sermon). My prayer is that 
each of you was blessed last week 
by the presentations of Mr. Quaile 
and that because of what the Holy 
Spirit said to you this week that you 
give your hearts to Jesus and 
pledge to be ready to meet Him 
when He comes!! 

God bless!!!  

Mr. Gary Wilson 

Principal

Principal’s
From the

Desk The Solid Rock 
An Amazing Fact 

Some people think that rocks are pretty 
boring. But if you are a rock hound, an 
amateur geologist who collects rocks and 
mineral specimens from their natural 
environment, then what otherwise appears 
like a plain nuisance in someone’s pathway is 
a treasure. Early prospectors looked for 
valuable minerals and gemstones, but many 
people love collecting rocks and minerals 
simply for their beauty. Hobbyists enjoy 
getting together or attending gem and 
mineral shows. 

The world’s heaviest rock is osmium. It has 
the symbol of Os and atomic number 76. It’s 
hard, brittle, blue-black or blue-gray 
transition metal in the platinum family, and is 
the densest element in the world (22.59g/
cm3). It is used in alloys for things that 
require extreme durability, like fountain pen 
tips and electrical contacts. 

The Bible has a lot to say about rocks and 
minerals. David killed Goliath with a stone. 
Water flowed from a rock in the wilderness. 
Altars were built by stacking up stones. Rocks 
provided shelter. Tombs were hewn from 
rocks. And houses were best built on rock. 
Because rocks are durable and readily 
available, there is no end to their usage. 

Perhaps that is why God has qualities 
compared to a rock. David wrote, “Be my 
strong refuge, to which I may resort 
c o n t i n u a l l y ; Yo u h a v e g i v e n t h e 
commandment to save me, for You are my 
rock and my fortress” (Psalm 71:3). In God we 
may find shelter from the enemy. When 
being attacked we may stand firm on a solid 
and durable foundation in Jesus. 

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these 
three; but the greatest of these is charity. 1 
Corinthians 13:13
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AMAZING FACTS

 This past Sunday night 
was the long awaited Student 
Association Banquet. Held at the 
Westin Resort and Spa, the upper 
school students enjoyed a night full 
of fun activities and good food. This 

year’s theme was, “Garden of Eden” 
and the ballroom was decorated as 
such with lush vines, beautiful 
flowers, sparkling lights, etc.  
 
The banquet 
star ted off 
w i t h 
O p e n i n g 
Prayer by SA 
S e c r e t a r y 
M i c h e l l e 
Norton and 
Opening Remarks by SA President Ji 
Hye Choi. Ji Hye talked about the 
“Garden of Eden” theme and how 
the SA wanted to capture the 
beauty of God’s creation and nature 
in Eden and how we should reflect 
God’s loving character in our lives, 
just as nature tells us about God’s 
love. Next, Pastor Mesikt Idechong 
delivered the message and talked 
about the main verse of the night 
from John 15:5, “I am the vine; you 
are the branches. If you remain in 
me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do 

nothing.” Next, it was time for the 
delicious and nutritious dinner 
provided by the West in and 
everyone enjoyed the food. 
 After dinner, it was time 
for the first game of the evening 
entitled, “First person to bring a…” 
Just like it’s name the object of the 
game was for someone to bring up 
a certain item as fast as they could 
to the stage where Michelle was 
waiting. It was fun seeing all the 
students racing and tripping to get 
all sorts of things from driver’s 
licenses to a man’s dress shoe to the 
stage. Next, was the 1st intermission, 
which was a special song performed 
by Hadassah, Joash, Tåsi, Jnick, Elliott, 
and Mark accompanied by Ms. 
Hartline on the guitar. After their 

beautiful singing, the students 
played the second game entitled, 
“The Fruit Roll Up Game”, where 
students raced to eat a whole fruit 
roll up with their hands behind their 
back. Students cheered on for the 
players and the tensions were high 
when everyone was nervous to find 
out whether Tåsi or Carlos would 
break the tie. The third game was 
entitled, “Coconut Pineapple Mango”, 
where each of the three fruits had a 
movement attached to it, such as 
moving your hip to the right and 
moving your hip to the left. The 
object of the 
game was to 
f o l l o w t h e 
directions like 
Simon Says 
and correctly 
move to the 
signals. Then, 

it was time for the fourth and final 
game: “Guess Who”, where students 
had to guess who the person was in 
a very zoomed up photo of that 
person. It was funny seeing the 
students guess who’s eyelashes or 
earlobe it was on the photo and be 
completely wrong. Up next was the 
video made by SA Religious VP 
Selencia Saladier who put together 
several video clips of the past year, 
m e m o r a b l e m o m e n t s , a n d 
highlights into a hilarious 4 minute 
video that made everyone crack up 
into laughter. After the video, the 
a w a r d s f o r t h e m o s t l i k e l y 
superlatives were handed out. 
Michelle will eat fruits and veggies 
her whole life; Chanel would sleep 
during an earthquake; Savanna 
would grow a garden; Marae would 
move out of the country; Aria will 
save the planet; Maja will be a 
wildlife photographer; Santiago will 
become a farmer; Selencia will cheer 
you up; Don will discover a new 
species; and Glynnell will have over 
ten pets. After a night full of 

del icious food, laughter, and 
festivities, Principal Wilson gave the 
final closing remarks and prayer. The 
students were then able to take 
advantage of the lovely photo booth 
station designed by the SA and take 
lots of photos. This was a night to 
remember. 

The world’s largest freestanding rock is Mt. 
Augustus in Western Australia. It rises 2,352 

feet above the 
stony desert and 
is more than five 
miles long.

The students in grades 3 and 4 
read a novel each month and 
complete a book report project 
to present to the class. For 
February, the project was to 
create a cereal box following the 
theme of their chosen book. 
Students had to give their 
"cereal" a name, create an eye-
catching picture, and list the 
"ingredients" on the side of the 
box: characters, setting, and story 
summary. Students also had to 

follow cereal box tradition by 
creating a game or activity to go 
on the back of the box. Finally, 
students each brought a small 
toy or object representing a story 
element, and this was similar to 
the prize that is often found in 
children's cereal boxes.  

Last Friday, each student got up 
and presented their cereal boxes 
and other goodies to the class 
and told about each piece of 

information. Students were 
e n g a g e d l i s t e n i n g t o t h e 
presentations and had a great 
t ime asking questions and 
looking at the various details on 
each box.  

If you'd like to see the finished 
cereal boxes, stop by Mrs. 
Tkalec's class in room 104 and 
students will be happy to show 
off their projects to you!

SA Banquet 2019: Garden of Eden

CEREAL BOX BOOK REPORT

Twenty four recitalists shared 
their musical abilities by playing 
their selected piano pieces in 
front of their parents, family 
members, and friends during the 
Student Annual Piano Recital on 
Sunday, March 3, 2019.  

The upper room was filled with 
parents and friends who were 
excited to hear beautiful music 
played by their little ones. 
Principal Gary Wilson welcomed 
everyone to the annual event. He 
shared how music is an integral 
part of GAA’s program. He 
encouraged the little ones, 
especially those who feel very 
nervous playing in front of an 
audience. Kinder teacher Mrs. 

Gizelle Lee followed and offered 
the opening prayer.  

The piano students started 
playing from the youngest one, 
four year old William David.  

These piano students prepared 
and worked hard for the recital. 
GAA Piano teacher Mrs. Marie 
Dela Paz shares how important 
practice is to become the best 
pianist they can be. The students 
practice their piece during their 
lesson as they work with Mrs. 
Dela Paz, and they must practice 
at home everyday as well.  

The event was concluded by 
School Board Chairperson Mrs. 

Evelyn Flores and Principal 
Wi lson handing the piano 
students their certificate of 
participation. Pastor Remenster 
Jano closed the program with 
the benediction. 

It was a blessing to see little 
children and young people 
sharing their talents. Some 
parents were crying with tears of 
joy because of the happiness 
brought by the music created by 
the recitalists.  

“Keep it up! Keep on playing 
piano to the glory of God!" was 
the encouragement given by 
their piano teacher.

Another successful STUDENTS Piano Recital


