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(GabGab, Sumai) The upper school students 
held their annual SA retreat at GabGab 
Beach in Sumay, which gave them the 
uplifting break they needed and 
allowed them to make stronger 
positive connections with their 
peers. The program included 
team building activities, self-
esteem and awareness dialoguing, 
and discussions on respect and the 
importance of reflection. 

After school ended on Monday, November 
20th, the students and teachers headed South 
to the Navy Base. Once at GabGab,  everyone 

set their tents 
and got ready 
for the most 
awaited event 
of the year. 

The theme this year was “Rekindle your faith in 
Christ” with the scripture from 1 Timothy 4:12 
“Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an 
example of the believers, in word, in 
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity.“ Chaplain Chaz Spellman opened the 

retreat with a message telling our youth that 
they are not the future of the 

church. He admonished that 
they are the church. The 

challenge for our young 
people is how they can be 
examples in conversation, 
in charity, and in purity to 

their peers.  

Our guest speaker for this event 
was Pastor Mesikt Idechong, pastor 

of the SDA Clinic church in Ordot. He provided 
the students with meaningful and relevant 
messages to help them rekindle their faith in 
Christ.  He talked about our futile and 
hopeless identity apart from Christ, then he 
presented a promising and reassuring identity 
in Christ.  Pastor Mesikt implored the students 
to adhere to what the bible says in John 15:4, 
“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
c a n n o t b e a r 
fruit of itself, 
except it abide 
in the vine; no 
more can ye, 
except ye abide 

in me”. The students were blessed with the 
messages and appreciated Pastor Mesikt's 

presentations.  

Throughout the 
retreat, students 
were engaged in 
activities during 
t h e b r e a k o u t 
sessions learning 

about how they can have better relationships, 
the importance of trust and respect, and using 
effective communication. It was encouraging 
to see our young 
people leading 
o u t i n t h e 
program during 
the ret reat : in 
singing, praying, 
and sharing their 
testimonies.  

The retreat ended with a consecration service 
and students recommitted their lives to 
becoming better as a student, as a friend, and 
as a child of God.  
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Upcoming 
Events

HSA Silent Auction 
December 1-14 

Christmas Concert 
Rehearsal 

December 5/6 

Christmas Concert 
December 7 

No DPW Buses 
December 8 

Final Exams 
December 12-15 

Progress Reports 
December 15 

Senior Sabbath  
December 16 

Christmas Vacation 
December 18-January 5 

Work Bee 
January 7 

SEIP Session Begins 
January 8 

Upper School Field Trip 
January 10 

Pathfinder Campout  
January 12-14 

Martin Luther King 
FLEX DAY 
January 15 

Book Fair 
January 17-19 

CONTACT US today!  
PRINCIPAL: clarrew@gaasda.org  
REGISTRAR: jvega@gaasda.org  
ACCOUNTANT: dtalon@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515   
Fax: (671) 789-3547 

ANNouncements! 
Christmas concert rehearsal 
Dec 6 Agana Heights SDA Church 8:30 - 11am 9more details to come.  

Christmas Concert  GAA Music Department presents the Annual 
Christmas Concert "Greatest Gift of All”, a musical featuring  our PreK - 
6th grade students with special participation of the GAA Handbell 
Choir. Dec 7 - Agaña Heights SDA Church - 5:30pm Free Admission  

Christmas Dress Down 
This coming Thursday, December 7th, wear your favorite outfit 
depicting a Christmas theme - colors or sweaters.  

by eNews Staff

Christmas 
musical DEC. 7, 5:30 pm

“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name 
Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21
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Rekindle Your Faith in Christ

Greatest
Gift
The

of all.

5:30 pm Thursday 
December 7, 2017 

Agana Heights Seventh-day Adventist Church

Guam Adventist Academy’s 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Kagan Workshop: 
Cooperative Learning & ELL 
Be Newsletter Staff 

 Teachers gathered in 
the Upper Room on Monday 
November 29th after school for 
an hour long professional 
development training on Kagan 
Cooperative Learning. The topic 
presented was reaching ELL 
Students While Engaging Fluent 
S t u d e n t s . Th i s w o r k s h o p 
highlighted how to get English 
Language Learners or ELL 
students actively involved in 
learning while keeping the 
fluent students engaged at the 
same time. The introductory 
workshop, which was presented 
by Chris Lowe, is a part of a two-
day workshop being presented 
this weekend.   
 Ka g a n Co o p e rat i v e 
Learning Workshop and ELL 
offers training to help teachers 
create a safe environment in 
which budding language skills 
can flourish and to engage 
students who are at every stage 
of language learning.

6pm Dec 5 Outrigger Lobby

5:30pm Dec 7 Again Heights SDA Church

7pm Dec 9 Micronesia Mall, Center Court

10am Dec 10 Dusit Thani

5:30pm Dec 10 Pacific Star, Lobby

6pm Dec 14 PIC, Lobby

11am Dec 16 Man'aguaiya Fellowship

12nn Dec 17 Hilton Hotel, Lobby

6pm Dec 17 Lotte Hotel, Lobby

Handbell Choir
SCHEDULE

 The class of 2018 visited 
the Korean church last  November 

18, 2017. This is the third church that 
they have visited this school year. 

They participated in the divine 
service program leading out in the 
song service, telling the children's 

story, reading the scriptures and 
offertory, and giving the special 

music. Mrs. Bertha Saladier shared 
the message promoting Adventist 

Education. Their next visit is on 
December 16  at Man'aguaiya.Church Visitation



T h u r s d a y , 
November 9 
w a s a n 
evening of fun 
and learning 
for the whole 
family!  There were games, contests, 
and challenges for grades PreK through 
12th, all designed to improve their 
math and reading skills.  There were a 
variety of activities for families to try, 
and then play again at home.  Some of 
the favorites played by lower school 
students were Sight Words Candyland, 
Longest Line, Pumpkin Bump and 
Turkey Time.  Upper School students 
enjoyed Writing Equations, Number 

S e n s e , a n d 
G e o m e t r i c 
Transformation. 
T h e A n n u a l 
Math Night was 
enhanced this 
year to include 

Literacy.  According to SA Advisor and 
coordinator Mr. Dela Paz, the students 
wanted to include literacy.  It was 
important to not only emphasize math 

concepts but a lso reading and 
language.  These are important core 
subjects that some students may find 
tedious and uninteresting.  Family Math 
and Literacy Night is not only to 
demonstrate what we are learning in 
our classrooms but also to show how 
much fun and enjoyable these subjects 
can be. 

Both students and parents 
relished the time they spent together.  
Second grader, Cianna said, “I had fun 
playing with my mom, dad, and sister 
Ava”, and seventh grader Aria stated 
that she is looking forward to 
next year ’s event and 
“enjoyed the challenging 
math games.” 

This year’s Math 
& Literacy Night also 
included a 
B o o k 
F a i r .  

T h e r e w e r e 
several tables 
fi l l e d w i t h a 
s e l e c t i o n o f 
books for the 
whole family.   
Some of the night’s bestsellers were 
chapter books, series books, and the 
Holy Bible. 

The night ended with everyone 
receiving their special gift bag courtesy 
of the Guam SDA Clinic.  

Academic Challenge Bowl, or 
ACB is officially under way.    After 
several years, GAA is fielding a Middle 
School team again.   With an 11-
member team consisting of Aria 
Ward,  Ha’ani  Lei-Sam, William Flores, 
K u r t  D e l a  Pa z , R e i n a N o z a k i , 
Alana McKeever, Kana Sgambelluri, Tasi 
S g a m b e l l u r i , 
Elliott Retumban, Thirsa Ward, and Kenji 
Nozaki  with coach Mrs. Ward, we are 

ready to go.  Our weekly practices have 
been lively, fun, and educational.   We 
have mock competitions, speed drills, 
team building exercises, and social time 
to help build team spirit.   

Academic Challenge Bowl is 
part of the Guam Department of 
Education GATE (Gifted and Talented 
Education) program in which schools 
island-wide compete in answering 
questions that challenge the students’ 
academic knowledge.  There are eleven 
other schools in the Middle School 
Division competing approximately 
every two weeks until April.   So far, we 
have had two evenings of competition 
challenging six different schools island-
wide.   The results have been mixed but 
we are always learning more on how to 
improve.  The interactions with other 
t e a m m e m b e r s o u t s i d e t h e 

c o m p e t i t i o n s 
have been most 
rewarding.   The 
veterans of ACB 
f r o m o t h e r 
s c h o o l s h a v e 
been helpful and 
encouraging to 
our rookie team.   It has been a very 
positive experience for both the team 
and their coach. 

While the competition is on 
hiatus during the month of December, 
the team  members are  energized  and 
are looking forward  to the next 
competition in January.   They are also 
excited and are  formulating  plans  to 
b u i l d m o r e t e a m s p i r i t a n d 
camaraderie.   They also hope to do 
some fundraising to purchase training 
programs and other team materials.

I am thankful… 
Contributed by Thirsa Ward (8th grade) 

 1 … because we can pray to God. 
 2 … because we live in a free country. 

 3 … because we woke up this morning. 
 4 … because being thankful  

makes one happy.  
 5 … because thankfulness is 

contagious. 
 6 … for a Christian 

education.  
 7 … for my friends and 

family. 
 8 … for being able to read 

amazing books.  
9 … for modern technology. 

10 … for a God who forgives. 

Why Do We Eat Turkey on Thanksgiving? 
Contributed by Aria Ward (7th grade) 

Eating turkey on Thanksgiving is a popular tradition. It became a part of 
this celebration as early as 1621, during the first Thanksgiving. Wild 
turkeys were common in Plymouth, so many Pilgrims hunted these birds. 
Since the turkey is so large, one bird can conquer the hunger of a whole 
family. Turkeys were often eaten at celebrations and feasts, so it soon 
ended up becoming a part of the Thanksgiving celebration. This tradition 
stuck, and turkey is still served at many Thanksgiving feasts and 
celebrations. What does your family eat on Thanksgiving?

Japanese “Thanksgiving” Traditions 
Contributed by Aria Ward (7th grade) and Reina Nozaki (7th grade) 

Japan does not quite celebrate Thanksgiving. They have a 
holiday called “Kinro-kansha-no-hi,” which means “Labor 
Thanksgiving Day.” This is a day to celebrate the rest that follows 
the hard labor of harvesting, gathering, hunting, and preparing 
all year for the harsh winter to come. In the past, they would have 
family gatherings, but in the present, they go on family vacations. It 
is usually treated like a day off or a normal holiday.

Give Thanks for Your Teeth! 
Contributed by Jordan Kim (8th Grade) 

 During the holiday season, many of 
us eat as much as we can. We   often 
consume savory or sugary foods, which can 
negatively impact our teeth. Brushing daily 
will keep your teeth clean and healthy, and 
it eliminates bad breath. Flossing will also 
get out all the gunk that is in between your 
teeth. When you brush and floss, it will 
prevent plaque from building up. If you do 
not brush or floss, cavities and gingivitis 
will develop, rotting your teeth, and hurting 
your gums. 
 Good eating habits will also aid in 
keeping your teeth healthy. If you eat any 
sugary food products, such as candy, you 
will have a greater chance of getting gum 
disease and cavi t ies . I f you dr ink 
carbonated drinks with lots of sugar 
content, it will erode your teeth, making 
them look yellow. This holiday season, try 
to cut down on the sugary foods, and reach 
for some fruit instead. Do not forget to 
brush and floss! Happy holidays!
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Be Thankful!

Family
MATH AND LITERACY NIGHT

Middle School ACB Team back in action! 


