
Bagging Those Points at All 
Payless Stores! 

SPREAD THE WORD: GAA Students Encouraged to 
Use Recyclable Bags at Payless  
By: Newsletter Staff 

ANGELS’
M E S S A G E
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Upper school students at Guam Adventist 
Academy and guests made their way to the 
Upper Room at the school this past Monday 
as the GAA Angels chapter of the National 
Honor Society and National Junior 
Honor Society inducted the newest 
m e m b e r s . T h i s s o l e m n 
ceremony welcomed Michelle 
Norton, Kaveri Jimenez, Elijah 
Mafnas, and Santiago Poppe 
into the National Honor 
Society, and Tasi Sgambelluri 
and Thirsa Ward into the 
National Junior Honor Society.  

The ceremony began with the lighting of 
the candles, which highlight the four pillars 
that the NHS and NJHS uphold: leadership, 

c h a a r a c t e r , 
scholarship, and 
service. Leadership 
e n t a i l s t h a t 
students should 
e x e r t a 
w h o l e s o m e 
influence on the 
s c h o o l , w h i l e 

character is determined by an observation of 
one’s level of respect , honesty, and 
accountability, to name a few traits. A student 
must maintain a certain academic standard to 

be eligible for membership, which 
pertains to scholarship. Service is 

executed when one is willing to 
sacrifice while searching for 
ways to help others without 
compensation. 

In her speech, NHS and NJHS 
President JiHye Choi encouraged 

her fellow students to focus on the 
vision: Jesus Christ’s plan for our lives. 

GAA Chaplain Chaz Spellman gave words of 
encouragement and guidance. Chaplain 
Spellman began his message by telling the 
members how to be good role models, and 
reminding them of the greatest role model 
they can look to: Jesus. The members ended 
the ceremony by singing “Be Thou My Vision,” 
which is their theme this year - for Jesus to be 
their vision in everything they do.  

The National Honor and Junior Honor 
Societies are working hard to display their 

service and outreach in school and in the 
community. The Society's upcoming projects 
include their Thanksgiving Canned Food Drive 
and Sugar Plum Tree gift drive, which provides 
gifts and necessities to those who might not 
receive any this holiday season. In the near 
future, they will also be leading out in 
programs that are designed to benefit the 
school community, as well as the island 
community. “We look forward to helping the 
sick and needy, inspiring our fellow youth, 
spearheading uplifting workshops, and 
cleaning up the island community,” said JiHye 
Choi, NHS and NJHS President. We are proud 
of their accomplishments, and wish them the 
best as they continue to excel in all areas of life 
while attaining a deeper understanding of the 
four pillars that are the foundation of both 
Honor Societies.
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Upcoming 
Events

Family Math  
and Literacy Night 

November 9 

Veterans Day - NO SCHOOL 
November 10 

Progress Report 
November 13 

Week of Prayer 
November 13-17 

Thanksgiving Feast 
November 20 

SA Retreat 
November 21-22 

Thanksgiving Day -  
NO SCHOOL 
November 23 

Flex Day 
NO SCHOOL 
November 24 

HSA Silent Auction 
December 1-14 

Christmas Concert 
Rehearsal 

December 5/6 

Christmas Concert 
December 7 

No DPW Buses 
December 8 

Final Exams 
December 12-15 

CONTACT US today!  
PRINCIPAL: clarrew@gaasda.org  
REGISTRAR: jvega@gaasda.org  
ACCOUNTANT: dtalon@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515   
Fax: (671) 789-3547 

ANNouncements! 
Shopping Online?  Your purchases will automatically give GAA a 
donation from igive.com. Please use this link: https://
www.iGive.com/guamadventistacademy. 

Week of Prayer  Guam Adventist Academy will be holding its first 
Week of Prayer ofr the school year 2017-2018 next week, from 
November 13 to 17. Please include this program in your prayer.. 

   S t u d e n t s , P a r e n t s , 
Grandparents,  Faculty and Staff are 
encouraged to do 2 things: shop at 
Payless, and use recyclable bags!  Every 
time a customer at Payless uses their 
own shopping bag (and not Payless’s 
bags) a nickel (per bag) is donated to 
Guam Adventist Academy. This 

fundraising effort will help a great deal 
with the purchase of more supplies 
and equipment for our students! 

How it works: when a consumer with 
their own recyclable bags shops at any 
Payless store, they will be asked by the 
cashier which school they would like to 
donate their accumulated nickels to. 

by eNews Staff

FAMILY 
math and literacy  

Night: NOV 9

“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due 
season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” Galatians 6:9

Induction: Be Thou My Vision

Mrs. Ward’s first and second grade class 
celebrated the end of an amazing 
adventure upon the completion of the 
Tommy Tales, 37 book series.  This 
dynamic series from RAZ Plus (an online 
reading program), projected on the 
Promethean ActivBoard, is part of the 
class’ daily read-aloud program.  The 
students’ loved following Tommy’s 
journeys as he traveled to various places 
around the world with his robot, making 
new friends and discoveries. 

6th grade to 8th grade students  
participated in this year’s Peace Poster 
contest.  

GAA Handbells are preparing for the 
busiest time of the year – December. 
During this month, they will be visiting 
various establishments to share joyful 
melodies around Guam. They will be 
per forming at the Out r igger on 
December 5, 5:30 pm. Be sure to check 
out their full schedule in the next issue. 

Upper school students showed their 
appreciation to Uncle Dan for the many 
things he does at the school.
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Family
math and literacy night 
fun games and activities • book fair • prizes 

Math and Literacy Night is a fun and educational event for 
students and their parents. It allows students to 

demonstrate their math and reading skills. Meanwhile, 
parents see what their children are learning in math and 
reading and maybe learn something new themselves.

5:30 pm thursday 
November 9, 2017 
guam adventist academy 

child’s name

parent’s signature

I will be there with my child  
I won’t be able to make it 

Please return this by Tuesday, Nov 7

Family
math and literacy night 
fun games and activities • book fair • prizes 

Math and Literacy Night is a fun and educational event for 
students and their parents. It allows students to 

demonstrate their math and reading skills. Meanwhile, 
parents see what their children are learning in math and 
reading and maybe learn something new themselves.

5:30 pm thursday 
November 9, 2017 
guam adventist academy 

child’s name

parent’s signature

I will be there with my child  
I won’t be able to make it 

Please return this by Tuesday, Nov 7

Class of 2018 Haystacks $6 per plate

Class of 2018 Haystacks $6 per plate

https://www.igive.com/guamadventistacademy
https://www.igive.com/guamadventistacademy


   
Two days ago, I watched a cataract being 
vacuumed away with a small device on a 
television show called "Go Healthy . . . For Good!"  
They also showed a new lens being inserted 
into an eye.  Did you know that a person could 
have a multi-focal lens, which helps with both 
nearsightedness and farsightedness, surgically 
implanted? That frees a person from having to 
use any glasses or contact lenses!  Amazing!  I 
really enjoy watching this show with its exercise 
and healthy food preparation segments.  The 
host, Dr. Nerida McKibben, interviews health 
professionals, and one can learn many new 
information in every segment.  The next thing, of 
course, is to apply what is learned.  (I believe you 
can watch this show on both GTA and Docomo.) 

Wouldn't it be wonderful if everyone could 
clearly see God as the loving Father that He is?  
Too many people blame God for what Satan is 
responsible for.  When someone blames God, 
gently remind him/her that God created a 
perfect world for His children.  After Jesus' 
second coming, we will truly be in Heaven!  
There won't be any fighting or dying. 

"They know the truth about God because he has 
made it obvious to them. For ever since the 
world was created, people have seen the earth 
and sky. Through everything God made, they 
can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal 
power and divine nature. So they have no 
excuse for not knowing God. Yes, they knew 
God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or 
even give him thanks. And they began to think 
up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, 

their minds became dark and 
confused."  Romans 1:19-21 
(NLT) 

Mrs. Chrislyn Larrew 
Principal

Principal’s
message

O n S u n d a y , 
O c t o b e r 2 9 t h , 
G u a m A d v e n t i s t 
Academy held its 
f i r s t e v e r F a l l 
Festival hosted by 

the Home and School Association 
(HSA). The event was only for three 
hours but it was well attended and 
everyone had an amazing t ime. 
There were smiles 
a n d l a u g h t e r a l l 
around.  According 
to the patrons, the 
f o o d w a s 
outstanding.  There 
were Chamorro plates with red rice 
a n d v e g g i e l u m p i a , v e g e t a r i a n 
cheeseburgers, waffles, and apple 
and pumpkin turnovers, to name a 

few.  There were 
also lots of games 
a n d m a n y t o y s 
were won making 
the children all so 
h a p p y. F a m i l i e s 
enjoyed the hay ride, thanks to 
Pastor Frank, who patiently drove his 
tractor around the soccer field the 
whole afternoon. 

T h e H o m e & 
School Association 
c o o r d i n a t e d t h e 
festival along with 
parent volunteers 
who helped make 

th is event a success.  Funds 
collected by HSA for booth rentals, 
food and games have been allocated 

to the schoo l to 
help upgrade our 
s c h o o l k i t c h e n .  
W h e r e a s , f u n d s 
c o l l e c t e d f r o m 
c l a s s e s a n d 

organizations that participated go 
towards projects and programs of 
their choice. 

W e t h a n k e v e r y o n e f o r t h e i r 
participation and support for this big 
event .  We look 
forward to making it 
e v e n b i g g e r a n d 
b e t t e r n e x t y e a r.  
See you then!
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Have you ever wondered 
which hurts the most: 
saying something and 
wishing you had not, or 
saying nothing, and 
wishing you had? 

I think both situations hurt. 
Sometimes I say something to 
hurt someone and do not notice 
that I hurt their feelings. Then I feel 
really bad and wish I could take it 
back. Other times I do say 
something then I would regret it so 
badly. For example, when I get 
asked if I need help with an 
assignment I would say not, but I 
actually need help. 

- Anonymous 

English!pre"
(Windward Hills, Guam) Thirteen 
students from pre-k to 4th grade were 
inducted into membership of the GAA 
Adventurer Club under the leadership 
of Mrs. Gizelle Lee.  

The mission of the Adventurer Club 
ministry is to serve an intercultural 
community of children from pre-
kindergarten through fourth grade and 
their parents or guardians 
and assist Adventurer 
families in growing as 
followers of Jesus. 

Ve ro n i c a o f f e re d t h e 
opening prayer followed 
b y M r s . L e e w h o 
welcomed the parents and 

guests who were present to 
witness this solemn event. 
She then proceeded to call 
the new inductees and Mr. 
Roger Krum presented the 
certificate of membership 
to each one of them. The 

A d v e n t u r e r s 
r e c i t e d t h e 
pledge and the 
law led by Matt 
and Davion.  

A f t e r t h e 
recitation of the 
pledge and law, parents of the 
inductees were called to stand behind 
their children to participate in the 

candle l ighting segment of the 
program. 

An inspirational 
m e s s a g e w a s 
shared by GAA’s 
chaplain Mr. Chaz 
S p e l l m a n . T h e 
A d v e n t u r e r s 
l i s t e n e d 
attentively to Mr. 
Spellman’s stories and message. 

A f t e r t h e 
message, each 
inductee was to 
place their names 
on the altar. This 
action represents 
the dedication of 
e a c h c h i l d t o 
God. 

Mrs . Lee, new director for the 
Adventurer Club, says that the main 
goal for this year’s club is to become 
active soldiers for Christ. She is very 
enthusiastic to be a part of GAA’s 
Adventurer Club and is excited to help 
lead the club. A few of the benefits that 
students are able to gain, from joining 
the Adventurer Club, are lifelong 
survival skills, being rewarded with 
badges, make lifelong friends, and the 
number one, getting closer to God.  
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After many years of absence, the 
Middle School Academic Challenge 
Bowl at GAA is back!  The team held 
its first practice meeting on Thursday 
with aspirations to bring home a trophy 
for our school once again.   We know 
we have a long way to go with lots of 
practices, and the challenges of other 
schools with the same goal.   With 
Mrs. Ward’s coaching and GAA’s 
strong education fueling the team, we 
have high hopes. 

Academic Challenge Bowl is part of 
the Guam Department of Education 

GATE (Gifted and Talented Education) 
program in which schools island-wide 
compete in answering questions that 
challenge the students’ academic 
knowledge.  There will be eleven other 
schools competing approximately 
every two weeks until April. 

Take some time to encourage and 
support our team members – Aria 
Ward, Ha’ani Lei-Sam, William Flores, 
Kurt Dela Paz, Reina Nozaki, Alana 
McKeever, Thirsa Ward, and Kenji 
Nozaki.   The first competition is 
scheduled for November 15.

Middle School ACB is Back! 

Adventurer Club Induction

Last October 27, three high school students 
from this school attended the 2nd Annual 
“Own It! Youth Forum” hosted by Guam’s 
Chamber Business Women's Network at the 
Outrigger Guam Beach Resort. Janelle, 
Salena, and Ji Hye were invited to participate 
in a unique opportunity to interact with 
student leaders from other schools, learn 
from successful business leaders, and take 
part in team-building activities. The youth 
forum was created to inspire students to 
cultivate their leadership skills. It was also 
intended for helping them identify and 

understand their strengths and weaknesses 
to achieve greater things in life no matter the 
challenges life gives you. It was a chance for 
students to build confidence and develop 
their leadership skills. There were a total of 
eleven motivational speakers, known for their 
success and leadership in entrepreneurship 
in different industries. The forum was full of 
energetic students who were eager to learn. 
The three students left feeling like they 
learned many new things and were motivated 
to own their individuality and achieve their 
goals.  

Own It! Youth Forum 
By: Newsletter Staff

Bible Connection 
My favorite Bible verse is found in 1 Thessalonians 5:19 

“Quench not the Spirit.” 

I like it because it’s short and easy to remember and 
because  I’ve known it since kinder. This verse reminds me 

that we need the holy spirit in our lives. 
– Danilo Tkalec, 2nd grade

What is your favorite verse? 

Fall Festival A Great Way to Fall into the Season: Guam Adventist Academy’s 2017 Fall 

What was your favorite thing 
about the fall festival? 

“I got to hang out with my old 
friends from kindergarten.” - 
Elliot Retumban, 8th Grade 
“I really enjoyed the delicious 
popcorn.” - Carlos Poppe, 8th 
Grade 
“I liked going around to the 
different booths and eating 
food.” - Aria Ward, 7th Grade 
“Meeting my old friends” - Joel 
“Kenji” Nozaki, 8th Grade 

“Helping out with the booths, 
the apple bobbing, and all the 
fun activities!” - Reina Nozaki, 
8th Grade 
“I loved the hayride.” - Noah 
Aguon, 10th Grade 
“I liked spending time with my 
classmates.” - Glynnell 
Robinson, 10th Grade 
“The food was great.” - Carlos 
Leon Guerrero, 10th Grade 
“I wanted to play more games.” - 
Ramon Leon Guerrero, 10th 
Grade


