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Our GAA students from Mrs. Lee's Pre-K/Kinder 
class and Mrs. Saladier's First and Second grade 
class visited the Talofofo Firestation the morning of 
Wednesday, November 7, to extend their 
knowledge of firefighters, to get a hands-on 
experience, and to learn the very important role of 
our community helper - the firefighter.  They were 
greeted by the crew of “Brothers”, as they like to call 
themselves - Firefighter Cruz, Firefighter Rabago, 
and Lieutenant Cruz, who was in charge.   Our 
students were dressed smartly in their full uniforms 
to which Lieutenant Cruz remarked, “you all look 
like you're from Hogwarts!”  A comment by which 
our young students clearly did not relate with.   

Introductions were made with each role each 
person played at the station.  They listened in on 
Lieutenant Cruz's phone call as he dealt with an 
incoming call which, thankfully, was not an 
emergency.  The firefighters showed them the 
different equipment they used, the location of the 
various sizes of hoses, 
the location of the 
ladder, the tank in the 
truck that holds water, 
a n d t h e t r u c k ' s 
e m e rg e n c y s t a t i o n 
w h i c h i n c l u d e s a n 

oxygen defibrillator, and a medic 
bag.  The students were given 
the privilege to sit in and 
tour inside the truck.  

The group was asked if 
anyone knew what a 
fire hydrant was, and 
A b i g a i l P o r t e r 
excitedly announced, 
“I do!  I have one right 
outside of my house!”  
Lieutenant Cruz asked 
what color it is, and she 
answered, “it's yellow and red.”  

Apparently, fire hydrants of that color on island are 
defective – a random fact not everyone knew.   
They were full of curious questions which were 
answered by the firefighters and the lieutenant. 
Proud statements were stated by Alaeyah Laguna, 
“I have a fire truck at home.  It's small.”  Eli Barcinas 
stated, “I have a firefighter hat.”  The firefighters 
were surprised by the children when they told 
them the emergency number which they can call 
when there's a fire and what to do in case their 
clothes catch on fire.  Veronica Lee was quick to 
answer, “You need to Stop, Drop, and Roll!”  To 

which Firefighter Rabago added an extra friendly 
tip, “Cover your eyes and face first, then Stop, 

Drop, and Roll!”   

Firefighter Cruz took the time to 
demonstrate and put on the gear and 
equipment used when someone is 
out fighting a fire.  Altogether, the 
equipment and uniform weighed 70 
lbs, not including the water retention.  

A voice emitter is connected to the 
face mask used for better voice 

audibility.  A vital piece of equipment is an 
alarm that goes off when a firefighter is need 

of help.  It's a motion detector alarm that will go 
off after 15 seconds when no motion is detected 
and will continue to go on for 45 minutes when no 
activity is detected.  Lieutenant 
Cruz stated, “that was all the 
noise you could hear in the 
background during the 9/11 
attacks.  A regular civilian may 
not know what the sound is, 
but firefighters do!  It gives me 
chills still thinking about it...”   

On a less serious note, the children were 
introduced to the only firefighter pig located at this 
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Upcoming 
Events

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
MAKE UP CLASS ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH  
Another week is coming to a close and each week we thank our loving 
Lord for His mercies and blessings!!  I want to remind you of our need to 
makeup a typhoon missed day this coming Monday, November 12. 
 There will be no busses running so all will need to find transport for 
your students.  We have checked and as it is a holiday they will not be 
providing transportation.  We apologize for this inconvenience but must 
use this flex day for makeup. 

THANKSGIVING FEAST  
We are looking forward to our annual Thanksgiving feast for our 
students on Wednesday, November 21.  Please note that it has been 
moved to the 21st from its original date of November 19.    

STUDENT ASSOCIATION RETREAT  
We would like to let you know that the normal retreat for the upper 
school has been moved to the spring as we were having difficulty 
finding a safe and appropriate site for the retreat.  We are working so as 
to have that ready for spring so it can be a well planned and wonderful 
experience for all. 

GAA HANDBELLS HOLIDAY SCHEDULE  
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VETERANS DAY (FLEX DAY) 
SCHOOL IN SESSION 

November 12, 2018 

PATHFINDER CAMP-OUT 
November 16-18, 2018 

THANKSGIVING FEAST 
November 21, 2018 

SA RETREAT 
November 19-21, 2018 

THANKSGIVING BREAK (NO SCHOOL) 
November 22-23, 2018 

FACULTY CHRISTMAS PARTY 
December 3, 2018 

Christmas Musical Rehearsal 
December 5, 2018 

Christmas musical 
December 6, 2018 

School in session 
December 7, 2018 

First Semester Exam Week 
December 13,14, 17, and 18, 2018 

LAST DAY of second quarter 
December 19, 2018 

FIRST DAY OF THIRD quarter 
January 7, 2019 

CONTACT US today!  
PRINCIPAL: gwilson@gaasda.org  
REGISTRAR: jvega@gaasda.org  
TREASURER: bingold@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515   
Fax: (671) 789-3547 
www.gaasda.org

By Newsletter Staff

GAA’s mission  
is to help students: 

Glorify God in their daily lives, 
Achieve academic excellence with 

social responsibility, 
Apply diligently the principles of 

healthful living.

You’re invited  
to visit an Adventist  
Church this Sabbath!  

Locations and contact information  
are listed in www.gmmsda.org/churches  

or call 477-9745 (GMM Office). 

s n a p s h o t s  

GALLERY

Thanksgiving 
FEAST DAY 

NOVEMBER 21
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1John 1:9

A Trip to the Fire Station

Another Day by Aria Ward

DATE / TIME VENUE 

Dec 6 (Thu) 6pm Agana Heights

Dec 8 (Sat) 6:30pm The Westin Resort 

Dec 9 (Sun) 10am Lotte Hotel

Dec 11 (Tue) 5:30pm Tumon Sands Plaza

Dec 12 (Wed) 5:30pm Agana Shopping Center

Dec 15 (Sat) 10am Happy Family SDA Church

Dec 16 (Sun) 11:30am Dust Thani Guam Resort

Dec 18 (Tue) 5:30pm Outrigger Guam Beach Resort

Dec 19 (Wed) 5:30pm Sheraton Laguna Guam Resort 

http://www.gaasda.org
http://www.gaasda.org
http://www.gmmsda.org/churches
http://www.gmmsda.org/churches


particular station, south of the 
island.  A large pig by the name 
of Ben. He was actively running 
around kicking dirt everywhere 
in his muddy cage, so the 
children kept their distance. 
 Firefighter Cruz is his caretaker 
and proud of it. 

Firefighter Cruz demonstrated 
the use of a fire extinguisher 
using a baby hose and the 
children got the opportunity to 

hold it and spray water 
everywhere! 

The station provided 
light refreshments 
post presentation. 
 As a token of 
thanks for the time 
and effort given, 
both Mrs. Lee's and 
Mrs. Saladier's classes 
each gifted the station with a 
$25 gift card to SUBWAY 

r e s t a u r a n t a n d 
personalized class 

cards.  It was a fun-
filled, informative 
e x p e r i e n c e 
w h i c h t h e 
children can use 
to associate with 

their immediate 
environment and 

be inspired to one day 
b e c o m e a fi r e fi g h t e r 
themselves. 

W
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English
e x p r e s s

Sometimes we feel we’ve been to 
bad for God to love us, but God’s 
forgiveness is as near as a prayer. 

A little girl once asked if the Lord 
Jesus always forgave us for our 
sins as soon as we ask Him, she 
was told, “Yes, of course He does.” 

“How soon?” she asked doubtfully. 

“The minute you ask, He forgives 
you.” 

“Well, I cannot believe that,” she 
said deliberately. “I should think He 
would make us feel sorry for two or 
three days first. And then I think He 
would make us ask Him a great 
many times, and not just in 
common talk. And I believe that is 
the way He does it, and you need 
not try to make me think He 
forgives me at once, no matter 
what the Bible says.” 

She only said what many young 
people think, and what is worse, 
what a great many act on, for then 
the emotions of discouragement 
and remorse make them feel farther 
from God than their sin ever would 
have done. 

When you least expect Him to 
forgive, He reaches out in grace—
reminding you that you are His 
own, wiping away the tears of 
remorse, encouraging you to try 
again. Students God loves and 
forgives you every day if you only 
ask and believe. 1 John 1:9 

Mr. Gary Wilson 

Principal

Principal’s
From the

Daily Scriptures
    Wherever we go, we are to carry 
Jesus with us, and to reveal to others 

the preciousness of our Saviour.... 
Through the social relations, 

Christianity comes in contact with the 
world. Everyone who has received the 
divine illumination is to brighten the 
pathway of those who know not the 

Light of life.... Christ is pleased with 
His followers when they show that, 
though human, they are partakers of 

the divine nature.... The light that 
shines upon them they reflect upon 

others in works that are luminous with 
the love of Christ.

—The Desire of Ages, 152, 153.

Desk

What is a typical Bible class 
like?  Interactive activities, pair 
sharing, inductive Bible studies, 
object lessons, evaluating, 
miming, deciphering, clock 
partners, Pictionary, media 
clips, rating, discussion, journal 
reflections on Bible texts and 
s p i r i t u a l c o n c e p t s , 
p r e s e n t a t i o n s , p r o j e c t s , 
c e l e b r a t i o n s - - - e n g a g e d 
s t u d e n t s w h o j o i n i n 
discussions, laugh, and are 
having fun!!! 
I get up each morning and 
pray for my family and my 
students that God will use me 
today to further His purpose. 
 The Bible classes are a venue 
to getting to know your 
children—what motivates 
them, what causes their fears, 
and what their needs are—
with the intent to bridge the 
gap from where they are right 
now spiritually to a personal 
and consistent walk with Jesus, 

our one and only Savior.  This 
role at GAA is one of the most 
difficult and yet, for me, the 
most satisfying.   
The 7th/8th Grade finished the 
unit on the War in Heaven 
towards the beginning of 
October—how sin began and 
why there is so much suffering 
in the world today.  Now they 
are studying creation and the 
fall of man—the result of Adam 
& Eve’s choice to eat the fruit 
and why we are still struggling 
with temptation today.  This 
Friday they present the projects 
they have done for this unit 
and next week we finish up 
and celebrate. 
The 9th & 10th grade class 
recently finished a unit on the 
Reality of God—is God real and 
how can I know.  Now we are 
studying the character of God--
what He is really like, what all of 
His names tell us about Him, 
and why having a relationship 

with Him is the most stable 
thing they could do in their 
lives. 
The 11th & 12th grade class is 
in the midst of the unit on 
Hosea, Extreme love—the 
story of the prophet  who was 
asked to marry Gomer, a 
prostitute and live out God’s 
feelings between Himself and 
Israel, the wife cheating on 
Him.  We are discussing the 
importance of a monogamous 
and life-long relationship with 
future spouses as well as God. 
The writers have done an 
amazing job at think ing 
through the flow of the lesson 
as well as interjecting creative 
and fun activities to keep the 
l e s s o n m o v i n g v e r s u s 
becoming the monotonous 
grind a class can be.  I still have 
to study excessively to ensure I 
know the stories and can 
accurately tell them as needed 
to fill in gaps, etc. 

What Are Bible Classes Like This Year?

Broken Bones  
(an Amazing Fact)  

Did you know that you are born with 300 
bones but only have 206 when you die? Of 
these many bones, the thighbone is stronger 
than concrete. And the only bone fully grown 
at birth is located in the ear. 

Broken bones require a mending process. The 
bone needs to be set properly in a cast. If this 
is not done correctly, you will experience a lot 
of pain, discomfort, and even disability. But if 
your doctor does the job well and you care for 
your injury during the healing process, your 
bone can eventually return to near-normal 
functioning. 

Our emotions might impact the health of our 
bones. Guilt is like a broken bone. Grief over 
sin has been shown to weaken our skeletal 
structure. King David understood bone health. 
In Psalm 38 he expresses grief over 
wrongdoing. He writes, “ There is no 
soundness in my flesh because of Your anger, 
nor any health in my bones because of my sin” 
(Psalm 38:3). 

How do you heal bones broken because of 
guilt and sin? Confession. David writes, “For I 
will declare my iniquity; I will be in anguish 
over my sin” (v. 18). Deep, heartfelt repentance 
over sin brings healing to our minds and 
bodies. Withholding confession destroys our 
bodies. “When I kept silent, my bones grew 
old through my groaning all day long” (Psalm 
32:3). But then, “I acknowledged my sin to You, 
and my iniquity I have not hidden. I said, ‘I will 
confess my transgressions to the Lord,’ and 
you forgave the iniquity of my sin” (v. 5).

NEW BIBLE CURRICULUM 
All Bible classes are studying a 
new curriculum this year titled 
“ A d v e n t i s t E n c o u n t e r 
Curriculum.”  The primary 
purpose of this program is for 
all of our students, from grades 
seven to twelve, to:  
Have an encounter with Jesus 
while gaining a solid, deep, and 
personal knowledge of the 
truths of the Bible (Seventh-
day Adventist fundamental 
beliefs) 
Respond to Christ’s invitation 
to live in a lifelong, vibrant 
relationship with Him 
Be passionate about the 
salvation of others. 
As Ellen White shared, “Never 
has there been a time when 
man has been so responsible 
to God as he is at the present 
hour.  Never has there been a 
time when man’s position has 
been so critical as it is now.  All 
things in nature and in the 
world at large are charged with 
intense earnestness.” (The 
Remnant Church: Its Organization, 
Au t h o r i t y, U n i t y, A n d Tr i u m p h . 

Elmshaven Office,  P. 50.) 
Every class has units and every 
unit walks us through 4 
sections with 2 segments each.   

O R I E N T A T I O N  
LEARNER BAIT: Arousing a 
Curiosity for the Learning 
“Blessed are they who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness.” 
MATTHEW 5:6 
This initial phase of the unit not 
only acts as a bait to “hook” 
students into the forthcoming 
topic, but it also serves to 
identify a key theme in the 
proposed un i t . Lear n ing 
experiences within this initial 
phase will involve some kind of 
interactive, relational activity or 
engaging story and strongly 
sets the theme for the new 
topic. 

LEARNING CONTEXT: 
Connection with the  
Big Picture 
“For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his one and only 
son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” JOHN 3:16 
As with all subjects, our Bible 
c u r r i c u l u m n e e d s to b e 
meaningful and relevant. The 
Learning Context phase seeks 
to ensure that the students can 
see how the new topic fits not 
only with the big-picture story, 
but what is already known. This 

phase seeks to answer the 
question students often ask, 
“Why are we learning about 
this?” 

E X P L O R A T I O N  
ANIMATED LEARNING: 
Exploring the Story 
Experientially 
“Then he told them many 
things in parables.” MATTHEW 
13:3 
In this phase, the teacher 
shares the “story” or biblical 
passages that will form the 
foundation of the unit's study. 
A n e x p l o r a t i o n o f t h e 
Scriptures is central to this 
phase. Delivering the story in a 
way that will encourage en 
emotional connection with it 
will be a priority for the teacher. 

ENGAGED LEARNING:  
Deep “Thinking”  
Experiential Learning 
“Blessed are they who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, 
f o r t h e y w i l l b e fi l l e d .” 
MATTHEW 5:6 
This phase of the Encounter 
unit explores the students’ 
response to the “Story” of God, 
and the messages of the Bible. 
Its defining adjective “engaged”  

invites an unleashing of the 
great variety of inquiry-based,  
pedagogical strategies in the 
spectrum of intelligences that 
will encourage students to 
own the learning process and 
delve deeply into the Bible. 
Talking is not teaching and 
listening is not learning. Here 
student involvement is seen as 
imperative. 

R E F L E C T I O N  
HEART LEARNING: 
Connection with the Father 
“I pray that you, being rooted 
and established in love, may 
have power... to grasp how 
wide and long and high and 
deep is the love of Christ, and 
t o k n o w t h i s l o v e t h a t 
s u r p a s s e s k n o w l e d g e .” 
EPHESIANS 3:17, 18 
In the Heart Learning Phase, 
the teacher facilitates worship 
with the students in response 
to what has been explored in 
the previous phases. In these 
worship times, reflecting on 
Scripture, song, story or media, 
helps students to come to 
know and worship God in a 
meaningful way. 

SOUL LEARNING: 
Reflective Practice 
“Be still and know that I am 
God.” PSALM 46:10 
Following this time of worship, 
time is spent journaling or 
discussing biblical messages. 
R e s e a rc h a t t e s t s t o t h e 
importance of reflection in the 
deepening of both learning 
and faith. This practice also 
models a valuable spiritual life-
skill that personalizes Bible 
study. 

C E L E B R A T I O N  
LIFE LEARNING: 
Transformational 
Application & Commitment 
“You are God’s masterpiece, He 
has created you anew in Christ 
Jesus, that you might do the 
good things he planned for 
you long ago.” EPHESIANS 2:10 
Bible teaching must reach into 
our lives. In this phase, students 
are challenged with how the 
biblical messages gleaned 
apply to their lives and how 
knowing this encourages them 
to l ive different ly today. 
Ultimately, we need to walk the 
talk. At some point “faithful 
following” involves intentionally 
choosing to obey. God has 

loved us enough to articulate 
in what ways we can “act justly, 
love mercy and walk humbly 
with our God” (Micah 6:8). 
Response through service is a 
regular feature of this phase. 

KAIZEN LEARNING: 
Celebration 
“I will praise the Lord at all 
times, I will constantly speak his 
praises. Come, let us tell of the 
Lord’s greatness, let us exalt his 
name together.” PSALM 34:1, 3 
Honoring our students’ small, 
incremental steps within the 
learning process is a powerful 
learning tool, not only because 
it encourages retention, but 
also because, by nature, it 
associates joy, delight and fun 
with Godly things. The short 
concluding phase celebrates 
learning discoveries made, a 
s t u d e n t s ’ 
commitment 
t o G o d , o r 
a m a z i n g 
insights about 
God. 

Mrs. Jennifer Ingold 
Bible Teacher 

BIBLE CURRICULUM...

Morning  
Flag Raising 
Ceremony 
Every Monday morning, before classes 
start, students line up at the flagpole 
area and sing the national hymn, Guam 
hymn, and the GAA hymn as well as 
recite the pledges and the school’s 
ESLRs. Classes are assigned to lead out 
a devotional thought and prayer. It’s a 
blessed way to start a new week!


