
Bagging Those 
Points at All 
Payless 
Stores! 

SPREAD THE WORD: GAA Students Encouraged to Use Recyclable Bags at Payless  
By: Newsletter Staff 

“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, 
that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect 

work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” James 1:2-4

ANGELS’
M E S S A G E
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(Windward Hills, Guam) On Friday, October 6, 
Students from PreKindergarten to Twelfth 
grade convened in the Upper Room to hold 
GAA’s monthly joint Chapel service. Song 
leaders Selencia, JiHye, and Maekiya led a 
lively song service.  Senior student Salena read 
the scripture for the day and Senior class 
president Elijah offered the opening prayer. 

Chaplain Chaz 
S p e l l m a n 
o p e n e d h i s 
message with a 
question, “Do 
you think you 
a r e a g o o d 

friend?” Of course the response from the 
students is the ideal. As the dialogue 
continued, there was a consensus that loyalty 
is an important trait that the students value in 
a friend. He continued by telling the story 
about the friends of Jesus found in the book of 
Matthew chapter 26. He highlighted Peter, the 

disciple who affirmed that he’d rather die for 
Jesus than deny him. However, after the 
soldiers took Jesus, Peter followed him to the 
courtyard and he was identified as one of 
Jesus’ friends because of his speech. (Matt. 
26:73) 

The Bible tells us that by beholding we 
become changed. 2 Corinthians 3:18, says that 
as we behold Christ we are transformed into 
the same image, from glory to glory. Mr. 
Spellman reminded the students that we can 
become like the five people or 
things we spend the most time 
with. The movies we watch, 
the music we listen to, 
even the people and 
language we choose to 
be around will affect 
who we are and what 
we become.  

Peter denied Jesus three 
times just like Jesus said he would. 
The story did not end there. From the cross 
Jesus looked at Peter, not with contempt, but 
with love and forgiveness and hope in His 
eyes. And by beholding Jesus’ love and 
forgiveness; by seeing what Jesus was willing 
to do, to die for him, Peter was changed. And 

soon after Jesus came back to Peter and said 
of him, on this rock will I build My church, and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
After beholding Christ’s matchless love, Peter 
was changed and became one of Jesus’ 

might iest ser vants in the gospel 
commission.  

Today, our speech betrays us 
one way or another. It either 
tells the world that we are a 
close friend of Jesus, that we 
spend time with Him and love 

Him. Or it tells the world that 
we are one of those who denies 

Christ in order to fit in. Either way, 
we have the commission to not be 

distracted by conflict, politics, drama, gossip or 
any other distraction of Satan’s. We are to 
behold Christ, and Christ crucified for us, and 
by beholding Him and His infinite love, to be 
changed into the same image, from glory to 
glory. Amen.

October 6, 2017

Upcoming 
Events

End of 1st Quarter 
October 6 

Field Day 
October 6 

Columbus Day 
NO SCHOOL 

October 9 

Progress Report 
October 10 

Parent/Student/Teacher 
Conference 
NO SCHOOL 

October 16 

PSAT/NMSQT 
October 18 

The Great Guam Shake Out 
October 19 

Professional Development 
(Classes end at 12pm) 

October 23 

Red Ribbon Event 
October 27 

GAA Sabbath  
at Northern Church 

October 28 

Fall Festival 
October 29 

NHS/NJHS Induction 
Ceremony 
October 30 

No DPW Buses 
November 2 

CONTACT US today!  
PRINCIPAL: clarrew@gaasda.org  
REGISTRAR: jvega@gaasda.org  
ACCOUNTANT: dtalon@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515   
Fax: (671) 789-3547 

ANNouncements! 
Shopping Online?  Your purchases will automatically give GAA a 
donation from igive.com. Please use this link: https://www.iGive.com/
guamadventistacademy 

Fall Festival  Those who are interested in having a booth, they 
should contact Mrs. Ward or Brenda Porter. 

Volleyball 
                                            Schedule
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10/6 Fri 5pm Harvest

10/7 Sat 7pm Ocean View

The volleyball season for GAA 
ends tomorrow night. It has 
been a good experience for our 
Angels playing on the court 
with a positive spirit, good 
sportsmanship, and giving all 
their best.  We are grateful for 
the support you have shown 
throughout this season. 

Students, Parents, Grandparents, Faculty 
and Staff are encouraged to do 2 things: 
shop at Payless, and use recyclable 
bags!  Every time a customer at Payless 
uses their own shopping bag (and not 
Payless’s bags) a nickel (per bag) is 
donated to Guam Adventist Academy. 

This fundraising effort will help a great 
deal with the purchase of more supplies 
and equipment for our students! 

How it works: when a consumer with 
their own  recyclable bags shops at any 
Payless store, they will be asked by the 
cashier which school they would like to 

donate their accumulated nickels to. 
Choose Guam Adventist Academy and 
help out some super kids!   Payless 
locations include: Agana Shopping 
Center, Oka (Tamuning), Dededo, 
Mangilao, Micronesia Mall, Yigo, 
Sinajana, and Sumay (Santa Rita). Thank 
you so much for your support!

By Beholding We Become Changed
Go Angels!

PROGRESS 
REPORT 
October 10

by eNews Staff
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Bible Connection 
My favorite Bible verse is found in John 3:16. 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son; that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

I like it because it shows how much Jesus loves 
us! – Jordan Kim, 8th grade

What is your favorite verse? 

Newsletter Staff (Yoña, Guam) 

Guam Adventist Academy students 
between first and twelfth grades 
underwent their Iowa Pre-assessments 
from September 18th through the 
22nd.  Elementary students were 
evaluated on their knowledge of 
vocabulary, word analysis, reading 
comprehension, listening, language, 
mathematics, social studies, and 
science.  The older students were tested 
on their understanding and grasp of 
vocabulary, reading comprehension, 
spelling, capitalization, word analysis 
and listening, punctuation, usage and 
expression, math concepts and 
estimation, math problem solving and 
data interpretation, math computation, 
social studies, maps and diagrams, and 
reference materials.  The Iowa Pre-
assessment is administered at the 
school every Fall, and helps to 
d e t e r m i n e e a c h s t u d e n t ’ s 
understanding and expression of 
lessons learned at their grade level.  
A n o t h e r I o w a a s s e s s m e n t i s 
administered toward the end of the 
year to determine how the students 
progressed from the earlier evaluation.

By: Newsletter Staff (Hagatña, Guam) 

Guam Adventist Academy Junior, 
Selencia Saladier, was called into 
Federal Court this past week. Nope, she 
wasn't accused of anything, unless you 
consider her recognition by District 
Court Judges for being exemplary, an 
accusation of awesomeness! The 
District Court of Guam hosted an 
educational exhibit at the Guam 
Museum during Constitution Week, 
which runs from September 17 through 
the 23rd annually.   
Students from all 
over the island 
toured the exhibit 
which ended with 
an opportunity to 
win prizes. The 
D i s t r i c t Cour t 
staff prepared 
several exercises 
and ac t i v i t i e s 
students could 
e n g a g e i n t o 
determine how much they learned from 
the information presented. Of all those 
who participated in her age group, 
Selencia came in third highest. 
"When I was told that I won an award for 
the Constitution/Citizenship Day contest, 
I was absolutely shocked. When I went 
to the exhibit at the museum, and filled 
out the questionnaire, I didn't have the 
mindset of winning. I just attended the 
event in hope of expanding my 

knowledge, even if that meant not 
winning anything. Although I'm still 
surprised that I won, I remain happy, and 
proud of myself but continue to be 
humble," Saladier said.   
Saladier believes it is crucial for today's 
youth to not only be aware of the U.S. 
Constitution and our rights associated 
with it, but also to consider the honor it 
is to be an American citizen. 
" The constitution defines the conditions 
of rights and liberty that were given to 
us, citizens, by our Creator. Everyone 
should know why we Americans are 
able to speak freely, fight freely, worship 
freely, and live freely. As a citizen, we are 
given the responsibility of creating a 
more perfect union by living up to what 
our founders hoped for us to live up to. 
As citizens of this country, we are to not 
take our rights for granted or use our 
rights for the wrong intentions. I hope 
that not only my peers, but everyone 
apart of this country understands what 
defines their freedom and what it means 
to be a citizen.” 

Congratulations, Selencia!

The Birdcage
This is what the tiny bluebird saw everyday: a 
beautiful garden, with a bed of tulips and daisies, a 
tree with big, strong branches, and the gentle rolling 
hills beyond the confines of the yard fence. It seemed 
to be too perfect to be real, a figment of her 
imagination. The one thing that separated her from 
the world outside, was her steel birdcage. At the 
beginning, she enjoyed the birdcage and the comfort 
of feeling safe, but lately, it made her feel vulnerable 
and insecure, as if the steel bars would eat her up 
alive, as if the world outside was safer that her world 
inside. The once white bars had turned gray. The 
bottom accumulated with debris that no one wanted 
to remove. The tiny door of the birdcage was open 
slightly, but was then shut by the bluebird.  

 How she dreamed of flying past the 
garden, past the tree with big, strong branches, and 
past the fence onto the rolling hills! She longed to 
feel the wind beneath her wings as she soared away 
from the birdcage. “Maybe, one day,” said the 
bluebird. For now, the bluebird will just make use of 
the space within the birdcage, just as she always did. 
She would fly around, then hit one of the steel bars. 
She would try it again: fly around and enjoy the 
glimpse of freedom, then hit one of the steel bars. A 
repeated process that left her bruised and broken in 
the end. The bluebird looked at the gray bars, 
reminiscing on the time that it was beautifully white, 
and the debris on the floor, the mess that wasn’t there 
before, and how big it has gotten since being in the 
birdcage. The tiny door was open slightly, but was 
then shut by the bluebird. 

 One day, as the bluebird sat perched on 
her tiny swing, she felt the breeze come through the 
window. She caught a whiff of the flowers outside. The 
smell of the flowers reminded her of her past home. 
Her heart was filled with joy- the first time in a while - 
as she remembered the flowers she had before. The 
tiny bluebird mustered up the courage to open the 
tiny door and step outside. She felt as if she had 
committed a crime, escaping from the birdcage. “I’ll 
just come back when I’m done with the flowers,”  she 
thought. She flew past the window, into the garden. 
As she landed on the warm soil, she felt the petals 
against her feathers. She was embraced by the scent 
of the flowers. The bluebird closed her eyes, 
imagining her past home, and the comfort she never 
experienced here. She had been out from her cage 
too long. She had to go back. She was filled with 
sadness when she began  to depart from the flowers, 
so she took a single petal from a tulip in her beak to 
bring back to her birdcage. She flew up, past the 
window, into the cage. She placed the petal on top of 
the debris that laid on the floor. How that single petal 
made her birdcage feel more like a home. She went 
back to the tiny door, tempted to fly out again, but 
instead shut it close. 

 The next day, as the tiny bluebird stared at 
the tulip petal on the floor, she remembered the 
warmth of the sun on her back, and the soil under her 
feet. She wanted more. She wanted to experience that 
feeling again. She looked out the window, then back 
into her birdcage. “Just once more,” she thought. She 
opened the tiny door, unable to wait any longer. She 
flew out the window, and into the garden, but she 
wasn’t looking at the flowers, she was looking at the 

tree. The tree had gotten bigger since 
she came. It made her wonder how high it was. She 
wanted to know, but felt discouraged, “I shouldn’t be 
out here, I need to go back.” She pushed that thought 
to the back of her mind. She remembered the tulip 
petal in her cage, the one thing in her cage that she 
loved the most, the one thing that gave her the 
motivation to go back outside, the one thing that gave 
her hope. She took flight, flying up towards the 
heavens. She sat perched on the top of the tree, 
looking out towards the horizon. She was amazed at 
what she saw: beyond the hills were mountains and a 
river lined with huge trees. She couldn’t have seen 
this from her window. She never imagined that the 
already beautiful view could become more beautiful. 
The moment only lasted a minute, when she heard a 
noise come from inside the house. Her heart dropped. 
Fear ran through her veins as she heard the tiny door 
of her birdcage creak open. The bluebird took flight, 
past the garden, past the window, and into the cage. 
Once inside, she looked at the tree and thanked it, 
although only for a moment, the memory would 
forever last in her heart. Then the door slammed shut.  

 The bluebird felt more suffocated than 
ever. The steel bars felt as if they were closing in on 
her. She had found a reason to leave, to live.  For the 
first time in her life in the cage, she wasn’t afraid. She 
had thought that the steel bars protected her from 
everything outside, but realized that it was the only 
thing that was a threat to her. She had to leave. The 
bluebird waited until early in the morning, before the 
sun rose. She couldn’t get enough of the wind, the 
sun, the smell of the flowers and the feeling of being 
on top of the world on the tree in the yard. With a fire 
that she thought burned out a long time ago, she 
threw the cage door open, she spread her wings and 
flew out the window. As she hovered over the garden, 
she thanked the flowers for giving her hope. She flew 
past the garden and landed on the highest branch of 
the tree. She thanked the tree for letting her see what 
she had never seen before. She flew past the tree, 
past the fence and above the rolling hills towards the 
rising sun. The little bluebird looked back at the house 
and the steel birdcage. She was saying goodbye to the 
bruises and broken wings, she was saying goodbye to 
the feeling of captivity. She flew for as long as her 
wings could carry her, knowing she wouldn’t hit 
another steel bar ever again.

English!pre"

GAA Students Undergo 
Standardized Testing

GAA's Saladier Recognized During 
Constitution/Citizenship Week

Our Fresh Fruit Friday continued today with a 
variety of local fresh fruits.  Sweet bananas, green 
guavas, and sour sop were served along with baked 
goods made from local fruits.   A favorite – the 
tangy, fresh-squeezed calamansi juice was also 
featured.  Several students, staff and a few parents 
were able to try some of these delicious fruits for 
the very first time.   Many came to the table to look 
and learn about the health benefits of these sweet 
wonders.  

What a blessing to start the day with a refreshing 
and nutritious boost!

God also said, "Look, I have given you every seed-
bearing plant on the surface of the entire earth, and 
every tree whose fruit contains seed.  This food will 
be for you..."  Genesis 1:29

FRESH FRUIT FRIDAY
by Jo Ann Fukuda

This past week, news of a fatal shooting spree in 
Las Vegas shocked the nation. We asked 
students at Guam Adventist Academy how they 
felt about the disastrous event. Here's how they 
responded: 

I'm sad for the people who lost their lives in this 
devastating shooting. - Elijah Mafnas, 12th grade 

I feel mad and confused on why this man would 
do that. I'm sad for the families and pray for them.  
- Michelle Norton, 11th grade 

It's so unfortunate that the victims were expecting 
to have a good time at the concert but many were 
injured and some lost their lives. I pray for the 
families affected by this. - Maekiya Acfalle, 12th grade 

On behalf of our school, we continue to offer 
prayers of healing for the survivors as well as the 
families of those who perished.

MOS: Current events
natural disasters | fires | hurricanes | shooting 


