
“Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 
knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.” 

JAMES 1:2-3

ANGELS’
M E S S A G E
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(Yoña, Guam) Guam Adventist Academy’s 
Medical Club (MC) showed how serious 
they were about their future careers this 
past week. They took a field trip that 
f o c u s e d o n e d u c a t i n g 
t h e m s e l v e s o n t h e n e w 
developments in the medical 
f ield. Members include: 
J a n e l l e K i m , G l y n n e l l 
Robinson, Jo Ann Fukuda, 
JiHye Choi, Selencia Saladier, 
Sam Duenas, Reina Nozaki, and 
Ellisa Retumban. The MC took a 
tour of the Guam Regional Medical 
Center (GRMC), where they listened to 
presentations in different clinics and 
departments, learning about offered 
services and the details of their daily 
operations.  Members had the most fun 

visiting radiology and the hyperbaric 
oxygen chambers.  Members listened to 
a detailed presentation on the purpose of 

the chamber, learning that patients 
spend 90 minutes a day, for up to 

6 weeks inside the chamber 
because it helps speed up the 
body’s healing process. Next, 
the MC visited the Guam 
S e v e n t h - d a y A d v e n t i s t 

Physical Therapy in Dededo, as 
well as the Guam SDA Medical 

and Eye Clinics in Upper Tumon. 
They took tours and learned more 
about each of those fields, with 
friendly medical professionals 
fielding questions about their 
respective industries.  The 
MC ended their outing on a 
spiritual note. Guam SDA 
Clinic Chaplain, Pastor Mesikt 
Idechong, shared with students 
the connection of God’s love and 
truth with medical mission work.   

The objectives of the field trip were to 
immerse Medical Club members in the daily 
w o r k i n g e n v i r o n m e n t s o f m e d i c a l 

professionals so that students may better 
understand the inner workings of fully 
functioning healthcare facilities; to provide 
Medical Club members information through 

a u t h e n t i c d i a l o g u e w i t h h e a l t h 
professionals; to expose Medical 

Club members to the latest 
t e c h n o l o g y i n m e d i c a l 
equipment and space (area) 
design; to provide Medical 
Club members with updated 
information on the diversity of 
f i e l d s a v a i l a b l e a s t h e y 

consider and pray on their 
future careers in the medical 

industry; and to present to Medical 
C lub members the c lear and 

compassionate connection between Christ’s 
message of love and truth, and our medical 
mission.
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Upcoming 
Events

Iowa Pre-assessments 
September 18-22 

SPIRIT DAY: Squad Day 
September  26 

Career Exploration Testing 
Results Interpretation 

September 28 

Pathfinder Induction 
Ceremony/Gym Night 

September 30 

End of 1st Quarter 
October 6 

Field Day 
October 6 

Columbus Day 
NO SCHOOL 

October 9 

Progress Report 
October 10 

Parent/Student/Teacher 
Conference 
NO SCHOOL 

October 16 

PSAT/NMSQT 
October 18 

The Great Guam Shake Out 
October 19 

Professional Development 
(Classes end at 12pm) 

October 23 

Red Ribbon Event 
October 27 

CONTACT US today!  
PRINCIPAL: clarrew@gaasda.org  
REGISTRAR: jvega@gaasda.org  
ACCOUNTANT: dtalon@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515   
Fax: (671) 789-3547 

ANNouncements! 

IOWA 
TESTING 

SEPT 18-22

Shopping Online?  Your purchases will automatically give GAA a 
donation from igive.com. Please use this link: https://www.iGive.com/
guamadventistacademy 

Pathfinder Induction 
Pathfinder Induction will be September 30 in Room 150 at 4:30 PM. 
Directly following our Pathfinders will be the Adventurer Induction 
Program lead by Mrs. Lee for PK through Grade 4 at 5:30 PM. 
Throughout the year each class from PK-Grade 4 students will learn 
new things that enhance their growth in the following areas of learning 
about My God, My Self, My Family and My World.  

   
L a s t Fr i d ay m o r n i n g w a s q u i te 
interesting!  I couldn't leave my house 
right away because there was lightning 
and the gate was locked. It didn't seem 
safe for my husband to walk to the gate 
with an umbrella and unlock it with all 
the lightning, so I waited for a while. 
Because it didn't appear the conditions 
would improve and it was getting late, 
my husband finally drove up to the gate 
and unlocked it for me.  I usually gas my 
car on Thursday.  Yesterday, I was too 
tired to stop. This morning I noticed that 
the gas tank warning light was on.  I 
figured that I would make it to the gas 
station, but then I got stuck in traffic.  I 
prayed that I would make it to the gas 
station.  I looked at the gas level line and 
it seemed as if it was higher than when I 
first looked at it!  The gas tank warning 
light remained on until I pulled into the 
gas station and turned the car.  What an 
amazing God!  I thank God that I didn't 
get stuck without gas in the middle of 
traffic with pouring rain and flooded 
roads!   

Si Yu'us Ma’ase! 

Mrs. Chrislyn Larrew 

Principal

Principal’s
message

Volleyball 
                                            Schedule
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Date Time and Venue
9/15 Fri 5pm St. Paul

9/16 Sat 7pm Okkodo

9/19 Tue 5:30pm Sanchez

9/22 Fri 5pm JFK

9/26 Tue 5pm Guam High
9/29 Fri 5pm GW

9/30 Sat 7pm Academy

10/3 Tue 5pm Notre Dame

10/6 Fri 5pm Harvest

10/7 Sat 7pm Southern

TOP TEN TESTING TIPS  FOR PARENTS 
1. Reassure your child that he or she does not have to answer 

all the questions correctly to pass. It is not expected that 
students answer every question correctly.  

2. Tell your child to attempt to answer all of the questions and 
not to leave any blank. Teach them to eliminate ones that 
they know are wrong first because it gives them a higher 
chance of getting the correct answer if they are forced to 
guess. 

3. Remind your child that the test is important. Most children 
will put forth their best effort when they know  it is 
important to their parents. 

4. Explain to your child the importance of using time wisely. If 
your child gets stuck on a question, encourage him or her 
to make the best guess or place a mark in the test booklet 
by that item and go back to it after finishing that section of 
the test. Students must not spend too much time on a 
single question. 

5. Ensure that your child gets a decent night's sleep and a 
good breakfast before taking the test. These are essential to 
how your child performs. 

6. Make the morning of the test a pleasant one. Do not add to 
your child's stress. 

7. Get your child to school on time the day of the test.  Give 
yourself extra time to get to school that morning.  

8. Remind your child to listen carefully to the instructions 
from the teacher and to read the directions and each 
question carefully.  

9. Encourage them to read every passage and every question 
at least two times. Teach them to slow down, trust their 
instincts, and give their best effort. 

10. Encourage your child to stay focused on the test, even if 
other students finish early.  It is human nature to want to 
speed up when others around you are already finished. 
Teach your child to start strong, stay focused in the middle, 
and finish just as strong as you started.  

Meador, Derrick. “10 Strategies to Help Your Child Successfully Pass a 
Standardized Test.” ThoughtCo, 2 Aug. 2017 

Let the Training Begin:  
MC Takes Field Trip to Visit the Professionals



Vivid, Vibrant Voices: 
Upper School English Focuses on  
Writing to Connect With Audience 

Tick Tock’s Tale by JiHye Choi 
The gentle river flows 

The soothing calmness it shows 
The cool, blue water it displays 

As the soft, gentle stream in the background plays  
The sparkling of the sun's reflection on the surface 

This, is the jewel of the forest 

But deep in the water, is a clock 
Tick tock, as it is hit against the rocks 

The stream may be peaceful 
But all it is, is deceitful 

Peaceful is the outside environment 
But underneath, the water is violent 
This peaceful stream is raging inside 

This peaceful stream has its volume on high 
As the clock is tousled and jostled 
Tick tock, it's sounds are muffled 

The clock begs the river to be considerate 
But all the river does, is force it to be quiet 

Outside, little green leaves are being carried by the breeze 
But, tick tock, all it wants to do is breathe 

All it wants to do is speak 
Tick tock, through the water, shone a light 

But the clock was still broken inside 
Once unbreakable 

Now the overwhelming waves seem to be unbearable 

Each stone is a barrier 
Tick tock, the clock tries to be strong, 

But the river just becomes angrier 
Each current, each wave, is the clock's prevention 

Making the clock keep in its information 
The river claims to be its supporter 

But all it does is torture 

Tick tock it comes to realize 
Tick tock the clock notices what the river implies 

That the river is not here to listen to its cries 
It is only filled with lies 

It only keeps the clock as its trophy 
Trophy will no actual prize 

The rive is absurd 
But be assured 

No one can make the clock keep it within 
No one can keep it hidden 

The river that tries to keep it that way will be overridden 
The tick tocks of the clock will come out 

With a should 
Without a doubt 

And it will spread throughout 

But the more the clock wants to be free 
The more the river increases its brutality 

And the more the clock tries to survive 
The more the waves are amplified 

All it wants to do is speak 
But now the clock feels weak 

It sees its future as bleak 

Tick tock the clock is oppressed  
Made even more depressed 

Tick tock 
Made into a laughing stock 

As it is being mocked 
It tires to be stronger 

It just needs to let it out 
But it can't take it any longer 

Tick tock it is done.  
However, it has just begun. 

The clock has finally been consumed 
Just as it goes, 

Boom! 

Welcome Cynthia Tkalec, our 
new third and fourth grade 
teacher. Mrs. Tkalec with her 
husband Dennis Tkalec, and 
three children, Maja, Jasmina 
and Danilo just moved to Guam 
recently. Mrs. Tkalec found out 
about this teaching position on 
t h e N o r t h 
A m e r i c a n 
t e a c h i n g 
website and 
t h e n 
s e a r c h e d 
t h r o u g h 
G A A ’ s 
w e b s i t e .  
When looking 
t h o u g h t h e 
website she 
saw how beautiful it is here and 
how many opportunities there 
are for her children. One thing 
that was surprising about Guam 
was the ch ickens , hav ing 
previously owned chickens she 
wanted to find out who she 
could buy eggs from and then 
realized they were wild. Her first 
impression of the school was 
about how friendly and polite 
everyone was. They decided 
God was ca l l ing them as 
missionaries here and let each 
family member have a vote in 
coming. They are excited about 
h a v i n g n e w e x p e r i e n c e s 
together and making memories 
in this new place. For Mrs. Tkalec 
being a missionary is a lifelong 
passion. She began mission 

work when she graduated from 
college and taught English in 
Peru for a year. Her family has 
embraced her passion for 
serving and have gone on many 
short term missions trips to 
many areas with their church. 
When asked what she wanted 

other people 
t o k n o w 
about mission 
w o r k s h e 
d e s c r i b e d 
h o w m a n y 
people get to 
t h e e n d o f 
their lives and 
wished they 
would have 
d o n e 

something like her family is 
doing and she wanted them to 
go for it. She believes that if you 
have a heart to serve you don’t 
have to be a theologian, God 
gives us a test imony and 
experiences to share. Mrs. 
Tkalec is excited to blend 
academics and spirituality at this 
school. She has previously 
served at public schools, and 
she is looking forward to be able 
to share her faith more openly 
with the kids here and share 
their burdens with prayer. The 
Tkalec family is excited God has 
lead them here to serve and 
l o o k f j o r w a r d t o a l l t h e 
adventures in store for them. 
Please welcome them into our 
GAA family.
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W E L C O M E  
TKALEC FAMILY
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On September 11, 2001, on a clear Tuesday morning, 
Boeing 767 American Airlines crashed into the North 
Tower of the World Trade Center in New York City. This 
tragic event took many lives. We remember this day in 
honor of those people.  
The impact caused by the plane left a gaping, burning 
hole near the 80th floor of the 100th  – floor skyscraper, 
killing hundreds of people and trapping hundreds 
more in higher floors causing them to die from the toxic 
air.  As the evacuation of the North Tower and its twin 
got underway, television cameras broadcasted live 
images of what seemed to be an accident. Then 18 
minutes after the first plane hit, a second Boeing 767 
United Airlines flight 175 appeared out of the sky, 
turned sharply towards the South tower of the World 
Trade Center and crashed into the building near the 
60th floor. The collision caused a huge explosion that 
brought the debris over surrounding buildings, and 

onto the streets below. After this, it immediately 
became clear that America was under attack.  
There was one more very important place that was soon 
going to be under attack called the Pentagon. It was 
soon going to be hit by a plane and it would kill more 
than 250 people. Another Boeing 767 was steered 
towards Washington D.C. when passengers tried to 
overcome its hijackers. It crashed into Stoney Creek 
Township near Shanksville, Pennsylvania.That day, 2,153 
people died in the World Trade Center attack, and 
2,977 overall in the 9/11 attack that day was marked as 
the deadliest day in history.  
Lives are important! We take this time to remember the 
lives that were lost. Standing together makes us 
stronger as a country and as a nation. My school 
honored this day by putting flags near our school sign. 
How do you honor Patriot Day? 

By Ha’ani Lei-Sam
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(Yona, Guam) Encouraged 
to reach into the creative 
depths of their minds as 
well as reflect on personal 
experiences, students in 
G u a m A d v e n t i s t 
Academy's Upper School 
E n g l i s h c l a s s e s h a v e 
recently engaged in some 
s t u n n i n g l y f u n a n d 
r e m a r k a b l y e x c i t i n g 
c r e a t i v e w r i t i n g 
assignments. Exercises 
e n t a i l i n g t h e e v e r 
important 6 Writing Traits 
have helped to guide 
students in their tasks. 
"They've been able to 

really engage their skills of 
cognition during their 
writing exercises. What I've 
been hearing and seeing 
have all been impressively 
adventurous attempts at 
bringing to life 'personal' 
wr i t ing," sa id Engl ish 
teacher, Mrs. Kasperbauer.  
     Students this past week, 
have been working to 
refine some pretty amazing 
allegories. Some of their 
s u b m i s s i o n s w i l l b e 
published in next week's 
school newsletter. Be sure 
to check them out!

Bible Connection 
My favorite Bible verse is found in Psalm 119:105.

“Your word is a  
 lamp to my feet 
 and a light to   
 my path.” - William Flores, 6th Grade

What is your favorite verse? 
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(Yona, Guam) During GAA’s weekly chapel, 
elementary students listened to Chaplain Chaz 
Spellman as he shared with them the story of a 
wee little man. Zaccheus stopped and said to the 
Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my possessions I will 
give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone 
of anything, I will give back four times as much.” 
9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has 
come to this house, because he, too, is a son of 
Abraham.  For the Son of Man has come to seek 
and to save that which was lost.”

“Patriot Day” Grade 6 

Seeking the Lost 


