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BACK to SCHOOLReflections
by GAA eNews Staff

The Guam Adventist Academy campus was 
aroused from its summer slumber with the 
sounds of people greeting, feet thumping, 
lockers slamming, and car doors banging. 
Students, teachers, and parents mingled in 
the lobby, office, and the hallways, saying, 
"Hello," "How are you," and "I missed you," 
and asking each other what they did for 
summer.  

The first day of school ran on a special 
schedule with 24-minute classes in the 
morning for upper school. Like previous first 
days, students were bombarded with 
information -- syllabi, lists of rules and 
school supplies, and class procedures; a few 
students took placements tests on top of 

the customary classroom orientations. After 
lunch, the students ended the day with 
laughter and bonding time in the Student 
Association (SA) game event. (See coverage 
on SA games).  

On the second day the 7th-12th grade 
students reported to the upper room for the 
handbook orientation, while the lower 
school proceeded with regular lessons. The 
upper school orientation was approximately 
40 minutes long -- significantly shorter than 
those of previous years. A number of 
students expressed appreciation for the 
succinct session.  

With the orientations and welcomes 
checked off the list, the ship can finally set 

sail for the new year ahead. Let us allow 
Jesus to be our helmsman. Let Jesus take 
the wheel. 

Returning student Davion Tudela is happy    
to be back in GAA as a first grader.

Upcoming 
Events

Visit our website www.gaasda.org !

TEACHER CONSECRATION 
August 13, 2016 

5:30PM at GAA Campus 

Parents orientation 
August 16, 2016 

5:00PM in the Upper Room 

OPEN HOUSE 
August 15-19, 2016 

Come and see what GAA has to offer. 
Visit the office to register! 

School wide hearing test 
August 22, 2016 

Class Officers Election 
August 22, 2016 

SAT & ACT registration 
August 25, 26, 2016 

GIRLS Volleyball Game 
August 26, 2016 

10th-12th Grade  
Career Exploration 

August 29, 2016 

NO SCHOOL: Labor Day 
September 5, 2016 

Progress reports 
September 9, 2016 

sa officers election 
September 12, 2016 

Guam Adventist Academy’s Music Department is offering individual piano lessons during 
and after school hours. Students of all ages will enjoy learning music theory and how to play 
the piano! Whether you are a beginner or have previous musical experience, our lessons are 
catered to help you on the road to reach your musical dreams. We firmly believe that in 
order for students to reach their full potential, they need to be taught with an effective 
method that is also enjoyable.   
Fees: 
$20 per 30 minutes (once a week) 
4 times a month = $80 
$20 per 30 minutes (twice a week)  
8 times a month = $160

Last year, the GAA girls volleyball team 
placed an outstanding 4th for junior varsity 
girls’ volleyball league. This year, the team 

began practicing in the summer for many 
hours a day. A number of practices were at 
the beach at 6 o’clock in the morning. 
Recently, they had a five-hour practice 
before the school year began. The volleyball 
team will compete in the varsity league this 
season. The new players are Audrey 

Townsend, Glynnell Robinson, and Ryleigh 
Go. Returning players have two through five 
years of experience under their belt, and 

include Te’i Sgambelluri, April West, JoAnn 
Fukuda, Selencia Saladier, and JiHye Choi. 
With hard work and determination, they 
aspire to sharpen their skills and strengthen 
the team. Their first game is on Friday, 
August 26, against Simon Sanchez High 
School. Come and support the GAA Angels!

Girls Volleyball

be JOY detectives
Search and find GAA students and staff who 
practice and spread JOY at GAA. 
Put J - Jesus first  O- Others next and 
Y- yourself last. Report your findings to  
Mrs. Saladier in Room 104.

G R A D E S  3  &  4

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 

sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us 
not, because it knew him not.” 1 John 3:1

Private Piano Lessons

http://www.gaasda.org
http://www.gaasda.org


New student Naomi enjoyed connecting the pipes during the SA games. 

After a morning filled with 
class introductions, the 
students and teachers ended 
the first day of school with an 

exciting and fun-filled afternoon of SA 
games.  

They started off with the annual 
icebreaker, “The Handshake,” in which all 
the students lined up and went around 
shaking people’s hands. Then, they 
separated into eight teams led by 
teachers and challenged other teams in 
eight different rounds.  In one of the 

games, “Water Cup Relay,” the 
opposing teams lined up and quickly 
passed cups of water over their heads 
to fill a bucket with as much water as 
they could; the team with the most 
water in their bucket won. Another 
thrilling game played was “Pipeline,” 
which involved moving ping 
pong balls down different lengths 
of pipes. The first team to have 
the ball touch the wall across the 
field won. This game promoted 
problem solving and communication. 
Apart from that, “Magic Carpet,” 
“Bucket Ball,” and “Hula Hoops” were 
some other games in the SA event. 

The SA games motivated the 
students to play as a team and 
emphasized the importance of 
each member’s participation. 
These exciting activities were a 
good opportunity for the whole school 
to come together, bathe in the sun, 
laugh, and make memories. What a 
great way to start off this new school 
year!

Welcome to a new school 
year, Angels!  Parents, 

thank you for sending 
your children here.  

  
The first day of school 

was packed with fun 
activities!  The Student 
Association’s Welcome 

Event started with our annual GAA 
handshakes. The smiles, laughter, and cheers 
continued as all the K3 through 12th graders, 

who were organized into eight teams, played 
games like Water Cup Relay, Balloon 

Sandwich, and more.     
  

On the second day, the older students had 
their Orientation Assembly.  The students who 

won prizes for getting 100% on the student 
handbook quiz are Te’i Sgambelluri, Audrey 

Townsend, Elijah Mafnas, Jo Ann Fukuda, and 
Selena Kwak.  Great job! 

  
We had our first chapels of the school year 

today!  The younger students had their 
worship time soon after the first bell rang 

while the older students had theirs right 
before lunch. The message this Friday was 

about our heavenly Father’s love. 
  

Our students are amazing!  Last school year, 
our award-winning GAA Handbell Choir once 
again won gold in the island-wide Tumon Bay 

Music Festival competition.  In addition, two 
of our students won in the island-wide Law 

Day essay contest.  (GAA students have won 
in previous Law Day essay contests.)  GAA 

Angels, I am excited to see what each of you 
will achieve this school year! 

I praise God for each one of you!
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Principal’sA topic on everyone’s mind at the beginning 
of the school year is...school supplies!  
Why is the list so long? 
Does your child REALLY need 
everything on that supply list?  
Yes.  We actually NEED 
those things.  It is a 
minimum of what they 
will use this school 
year.  If you can 
double the quantity 
of what you can 
send, we would 
greatly appreciate it. 

Here is WHY we need 
those supplies and 
what we use them for. 

-Cleaning wipes and cleaning 
products help keep the classroom clean 
and germ-free for my students and me.  I 
clean the room myself - desk, chairs, 
shelves, toilets, and more.  When I get an 
email stating that someone has Strep 
throat or a high fever, I do extra 
cleaning to help everyone. 

-Kids need tissues and 
hand sanitizer.  I absolutely 
let my kids wash their hands 
often.  When students have 
super snotty noses or we 
can’t get to the bathroom to 
clean up, hand sanitizers helps 
everyone quickly.  They are also 
handy on field trips and off-
campus activities. 

-Baby wipes and paper towels are great for 
little messes and art/science project clean 
up.  Do you like those 
painting projects your 
child brings home?  
Then I desperately 
need wipes and 
towels to clean a 
dozen or so little 
hands after painting.  
I also wipe mouths 
with these.  After 
lunch, those cute 
faces don’t always 
look cute.  I know 
you won’t want to see a dirty face 
at pickup time and I try not to send them on 
the bus with food around their mouths.  
Help me out with paper towels and wipes, 
and I’ll help you out with clean faces. 

-Baggies...YES, we need them.  We use 
them for everything.  If there is an accident 
at school involving any liquids, I put the dirty 

clothes in baggies to go back home.  
Baggies are also used for science 
experiments and hands-on activities for 
your child to enjoy!  I do all the prep work, 

but these baggies save valuable 
classroom time. 

-Glue bottles and glue sticks 
– YES, your child will go 
through dozens of them!  
We don’t hoard glue and 
take it home with us.  We 
use every drop of it.  
Each day I have taught, 

we have glued something 
and let’s face it...some kids 

are glue monsters. 

-Crayola® products?  Do we 
really need that name brand?  YES, I 

do not say that lightly.  They are simply 
worth the money because they last so 
much longer and work so much better. 

-Expo® markers – We use 
them a lot and we like 
them...but not as much as 
your child does.  They just 
make writing, spelling, and 
solving problems so much 
MORE fun.  Why do we 
need so many?  You 
know how your kid loses 
things at home and 
forgets to put the cap 

back on their toothpaste each 
day?  Yes, that is why. 

-Pencils – I’m convinced the kids eat them. 
They must!  The children go through so 
many.  I sharpen the pencils, too, each and 
every day of school.  I even have to 

purchase my own pencil 
sharpener. 

-Sharpie® permanent 
markers, hot glue sticks, 
magnets, lamination 
sheets, and Post-it® are 
just a few items on a 
teacher’s wish list.   

We do our very best 
to create a fun, 
engaging, 

and stimulating 
learning environment for our 
future decision-makers.  We just 
need support from home.

Supplies, 
Supplies, 
Supplies

A Teacher’s 
Thoughts SA Games

Balloon sandwich

Water relay

Guam Adventist Academy • 1200 Aguilar Road, Yona, GU 96915 • TEL (671) 789-1515 FAX (671) 789-3547

Learn how to be a leader. 
Discover new talents. 
Go on fun trips! 
Learn survival skills. 
Care for the environment. 
Give to the community 
…and so much more!!!

GAA Pathfinder Club
Register in the office 

beginning August 15.  
Our first meeting will be 

on September 6 after 
school from 3 - 5PM. We 
are excited to begin this 

Pathfinder Club for Guam 
Adventist Academy. 

Looking for community 
service? Come help as a 

teen leader! (Ages 15 - 18) 

If you are of age 10 to 15, sign up today!

Message

Parents!!! 
This weekend you have several forms 

to read, sign and have your children 
return this Monday: class syllabi, handbook 

acknowledgement form, and the  
Computer Acceptable Use Policy. 

!!!


