
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 

good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” Romans 12:2
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Red Ribbon Week
by eNews Staff

October 25-28 was Red Ribbon Week, a 
national campaign to keep our community 
aware of the war against drug abuse. This 
year’s slogan was “Yolo: Be Drug Free.” YOLO 
means “You Only Live Once.” Throughout the 
week, students had the opportunity to learn 
various activities and hear speakers explain the 
importance of abstaining from drugs. The 
experience was truly amazing and one of its 
kind.  

 Red Ribbon Week started off for the 
upper school students with guest speakers 
from the Juvenile Drug Court of Guam. The 
drug probation officers described the dreadful 
drug problem on Guam, as well as the 

extremely harmful and dangerous effects of 
drugs. The officers also shared the realities of 
youth who wish they had made better 
choices.  

The next day, the 7th-12th graders had hands-
on experience in what it is like to be mentally 
and physically impaired by drugs. They 
separated into six groups and traveled around 
the room, engaging in various games and 
activities that simulated the debilitating 
effects of drugs. For example, one activity 
simulated slurred speech when under the 
influence of drugs by having students talk 
with cotton balls in their mouths.  Another 
activity required them to trace figures by 
looking at mirror reflections of the shapes, 
demonstrating the confusion that comes with 
taking drugs.  

On Thursday, October 27, the upper school 
students went on a field trip to the Superior 
Court of Guam to meet the Honorable Judge 
Anita Sukola. They observed a real court 

hearing and learned how a court works. 
Afterwards, they had a Q & A session with 
Judge Sukola. Her Honor described the 
seriousness of Guam’s drug problem and how 
the law of Guam is more rehabilitative than 
penal. Next, students went to the Governor’s 
House for a brief historical tour about the 
Guam and the governor’s residence.  

The elementary students had no less an 
enriching and fun educational experience on 
Red Ribbon Week. They actually had a head 
start when they created posters on drug 
awareness last week. The winners of the 
poster contest were announced this Friday, 
October 28.                   …continued on page 3

You only have one body, take good care of it!
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Contributors:  
Mrs. Dela Paz, Mrs. Larrew, Mr. Choi,            
Ms. Choi, and JiHye Choi.
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Upcoming 
Events

GAA Sabbath 
at Happy Family 
October 29, 2016 

NHS/NJHS Induction 
October 31, 2016 

No DPW Buses 
November 2, 2016 

Veterans Day: No Classes 
November 11, 2016 

Progress Reports 
November 14, 2016 

SA School Spirit Week 
November 14-18, 2016 

Thanksgiving Feast 
November 23, 2016 

Thanksgiving Day: No 
Classes 

November 24, 2016 

Flex Day: No Classes 
November 25, 2016 

Christmas Concert 
Rehearsal 

November 30, 2016 

Christmas Concert 
December 6, 2016 

Open House 
December 5-9, 2016 

No DPW Buses 
December 8, 2016 

2ND SEMESTER  
FINAL EXAM 

December 13-16, 2016 

 Christmas Break 
December 19-Jan 1, 2016 

Classes Resume 
January 3, 2017 

SEIP Session I 
January 3-31, 2017 

US History Field Trip 
January 12, 2017 

NATIONAL 
honor 
society 

induction on oct. 31

ANNouncements! 

Curry in a

urryH

We will be offering delicious vegetarian 
Indian, Japanese and Thai curries served

with white or brown rice options and a salad. 
For more information, please call Amanda at 688-6606

A Day in Court



Water & Air 
“H2O is water in chemical (right??). 

Today I want to say something different. 
In the world, there are so many 

countries with no water because the 
weather is very dry; maybe more than 1 
month can rain one time. But in the big 
city, there is a lot of water. Some people 

waste water. So I want to say, please 
save water. Protect water! No body 

wants the last water to be our tears.”  
Amaris Liu, 9th grade 

“Air is an amazing thing. I mean, we can’t 
see it, yet we use it 24/7. It’s so cool we 

can’t see it, but it keeps us alive. Just like 
God. We can’t see Him but He helps us. 
Well actually, He keeps us alive just like 
air. We need to get help from God in 
order to get through life. Ask God for 

help today.”  
Thirsa Ward, 7th grade 

A handbell is a bell designed to be rung 
by hand. To ring a handbell, the ringer 
moves it in such a way that the clapper 
strikes the inside surface of the bell, 
usually holding it against his or her 
shoulder, bell-upwards, and then swinging 
the bell through an elliptical shape to 
cause the clapper to strike the casting of 
the bell. The tone of the bell will continue 
to resonate, until it stops completely, or 
until the ringer stops the tone by 
damping the bell with a hand, on the 
body, or on a padded surface. 

A handbell choir  is a group that rings 
recognizable music with melodies and 
harmony. The bells used generally include 
all notes of the chromatic scale within the 
range of the bell set. While a smaller 
group uses only 25 bells (two octaves, G4-
G6), the sets are often larger, ranging up 
to an eight-octave set (97 bells, C1-C9). 
GAA has 61 bells, 5 octaves, C3-C8. The 
bells are typically arranged chromatically 
on foam-covered tables; these tables 

protect the bronze surface of the bell, as 
well as keep the bells from rolling when 
placed on their sides. Unlike an orchestra 
or choir in which each musician is 
responsible for one line of the texture, a 
bell ensemble acts as one instrument, 
with each musician responsible for 
particular notes, sounding his or her 
assigned bells whenever those notes 
appears in the music. 

The coordination of the bell ringers 
requires a different approach than other 
ensembles. All the ringers read from a 
complete score. 

The GAA Handbell Choir have been 
learning new musical pieces that will bring 

harmonious melodies throughout the 
island of Guam. Their performances will 
begin in December, where they will be 
visiting various establishments. The 
schedule will be posted soon and we 
invite all of you to experience the joyful 
sound our music brings!

English!pre"
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…continued from page 1                                             

On Wednesday, 
October 27, students 
went wild when three 
police officers brought 
a K-9, or police dog, to 
the school. The K-9 was 
a seven-year-old (in 

dog years) female named Gage, the 
“captain” of the police dogs at the airport. 
The police officers had Gage detect drugs, 
and then shared very interesting aspects of 
handling them. The officers said that K-9s 
are given toys as “paychecks.”  The 
elementary students enjoyed apple and 
pumpkin turnovers afterwards. 

 Another memorable activity for 
the elementary students was reflecting 
what they would do rather than take drugs. 
First grader Ciana Santos remarked, “I want 
to play with friends and read and draw. I 
would rather be a brain surgeon than take 

drugs.” Also in the 
first grade, Gracie 
Lum said she 
would be a heart 
surgeon and 
help people get 

off of drugs. First grader Bethany Hoffman 
said, “I would rather listen to music and be 
a doctor than take drugs.... I learned that 
we have to say ‘No’ to drugs, walk away, and 
tell an adult.”  

Throughout the week, 
all classes participated 
in a school-wide dress-
down contest with 
specific “missions” for 
each day, such as 
wearing red ties on 

Tuesday to “tie down drugs” and wearing 
red T-shirts backwards on Wednesday to 
“turn their back on drugs.” The classes that 
participated the most were 1st, 2nd, 7th, 
and 8th. They will receive a special prize.   

 This year’s Red Ribbon Week was a 
remarkable experience and fun 
opportunity to learn that “You Only Live 
Once” (on this earth). So… what comes 
after “YOLO”? ☺   

Great parents challenge their 
children, but not too much.  

Balance is very important.  
Consider what childhood 
was like in previous 

generations. Children tended to have a 
simple journey to adulthood. They played, 
made up games, daydreamed and used 
their creativity to entertain themselves.  They 
figured things out on their own. They had a 
sense of responsibility.  Especially when 
farming was key to life, many children found 
themselves with chores to do as soon as they 
had the physical ability to do them.  They 
were needed to help share the load.  Yet, 
somehow there was balance.  There seemed 
to be plenty of time for play, even with 
chores. 

These days we find many children stuck to 
an electronic or media device for 
entertainment. Media on the Brain presenter 
Scott Ritsema reports that over-stimulation of 
media may decrease a child's creativity.  
Another hindrance to creativity is over 
scheduling of children.  Though it is healthy 
and good for children to do extra curricular 
activities, sometimes in our quest to prepare 
our children to be "the best", we forget to 
give them time to be children.  A wise coach 
once said, "There are many years to be an 
adult; childhood is fleeting and should not 
be wasted trying to grow up too fast."    

The key, again, is balance.  Sports should be 
fun, but a child pushed too much can burn 
out.  Goal setting is fine, but we shouldn't 
teach our children to concentrate so much 
on the end result that they miss experiencing 
the journey of life we live along the way.  
God has a plan for our children.  Our role as 
parents is to cooperate with God's plan, not 
supersede it.  Instead of dictating, we should 
challenge our children to grow up to be 
responsible Christian adults, finding balance 
while developing and using their God-given 
talents for the glory of God. 

Blessings.

Chaplain’s
C O R N E R

Principal’smessage

Please read the two Bible verses. 

For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, 
neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is 
forgotten. Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now 
perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that 
is done under the sun.  Ecclesiastics 9: 5, 6  
 
His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his 
thoughts perish.  Psalms 146:4  

Then watch this video.     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLQcUU3qJ68 
If you believe the Bible and a deceased person appears to you, then you have 
to recognize that an evil being is trying to trick you.  Pray right away for God 
to protect you. 

Around this time of the year, some friends distribute Christian tracts 
with candy to children who knock on their door while others plan 
an alternative activity at their church.  Some just go about their 
regular business; but whatever you do, praise God for telling us in 
the Bible the real truth about the state of the dead. 

Have a blessed weekend!
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Singing is fun! This was the first thing 
our preschoolers and kindergarteners 
learned. They were able to respond 
with purposeful movements to a 
particular song, sing in rhythm and in 
tune, and maintain a steady tempo. 
They were able to demonstrate fast or 
slow tempo as well as moving in place, 
move through space, and to the beat. 

The 1st and 2nd graders learned the 
treble staff line and space notes, the 
whole note and half notes,  2/4, and ¾ 
and 4/4 time signature, the fingering for 
the notes, B, A and G, and playing 
simple tunes with the recorder during 
the first quarter. This quarter the 
students will start playing familiar tunes. 
This is the first time that ALL the 
students have their own recorder. 

The 3rd and 4th graders are learning 
about the ukulele. They learned about 
its history, its parts, and are able to 
execute chord progression from C to 
Am to F  to G to C again with 
confidence. The students are also able 
to play and sing some simple Bible 
songs like “I am a C”, “Zaccheus in two 
verses” and “O How I Love Jesus.” This 

quarter they will be learning familiar 
Christmas songs and new chord 
progressions. The class is looking 
forward to performing a Chamorro 
song in the Spring Concert 2017. 

The 5th and 6th graders finished the 
introduction to playing the tone chimes 
called the “A to C Series.” The series 
helped the students become familiar 
with the “stroke and damping” of the 
chimes, learn basic music theory, and 
served as a refresher for those with 
music  background. This quarter will be 
more exciting because of the much 
awaited real music to ring! Watch out 
for this group in the 2017 Spring 
Concert! 

Christmas concert preparation is the 
top priority these coming weeks - songs 
and speaking lines are in the learning 
stage and will be memorized. Costume 
letter were sent out today for PreK – 
6th.  Tickets will be distributed before 
the Thanksgiving break. Save the date: 
December 6, 2016 @ 5:30 pm, Guam 
Hilton Resort and Spa. For more 
information, please contact Mrs. Dela 
Paz at 789-1515.

Handbells: music to my ears 

Art Contest winners: Veronica, Mayah, Cianna, Sarah, 
Mason, William, and Momo.
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On Wednesday, 
October 27, students 
went wild when three 
police officers brought 
a K-9, or police dog, to 
the school. The K-9 was 
a seven-year-old (in 

dog years) female named Gage, the 
“captain” of the police dogs at the airport. 
The police officers had Gage detect drugs, 
and then shared very interesting aspects of 
handling them. The officers said that K-9s 
are given toys as “paychecks.”  The 
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pumpkin turnovers afterwards. 

 Another memorable activity for 
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what they would do rather than take drugs. 
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to play with friends and read and draw. I 
would rather be a brain surgeon than take 

drugs.” Also in the 
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Lum said she 
would be a heart 
surgeon and 
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off of drugs. First grader Bethany Hoffman 
said, “I would rather listen to music and be 
a doctor than take drugs.... I learned that 
we have to say ‘No’ to drugs, walk away, and 
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Throughout the week, 
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remarkable experience and fun 
opportunity to learn that “You Only Live 
Once” (on this earth). So… what comes 
after “YOLO”? ☺   
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children, but not too much.  

Balance is very important.  
Consider what childhood 
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their creativity to entertain themselves.  They 
figured things out on their own. They had a 
sense of responsibility.  Especially when 
farming was key to life, many children found 
themselves with chores to do as soon as they 
had the physical ability to do them.  They 
were needed to help share the load.  Yet, 
somehow there was balance.  There seemed 
to be plenty of time for play, even with 
chores. 

These days we find many children stuck to 
an electronic or media device for 
entertainment. Media on the Brain presenter 
Scott Ritsema reports that over-stimulation of 
media may decrease a child's creativity.  
Another hindrance to creativity is over 
scheduling of children.  Though it is healthy 
and good for children to do extra curricular 
activities, sometimes in our quest to prepare 
our children to be "the best", we forget to 
give them time to be children.  A wise coach 
once said, "There are many years to be an 
adult; childhood is fleeting and should not 
be wasted trying to grow up too fast."    

The key, again, is balance.  Sports should be 
fun, but a child pushed too much can burn 
out.  Goal setting is fine, but we shouldn't 
teach our children to concentrate so much 
on the end result that they miss experiencing 
the journey of life we live along the way.  
God has a plan for our children.  Our role as 
parents is to cooperate with God's plan, not 
supersede it.  Instead of dictating, we should 
challenge our children to grow up to be 
responsible Christian adults, finding balance 
while developing and using their God-given 
talents for the glory of God. 

Blessings.

Chaplain’s
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neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is 
forgotten. Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now 
perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that 
is done under the sun.  Ecclesiastics 9: 5, 6  
 
His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his 
thoughts perish.  Psalms 146:4  

Then watch this video.     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLQcUU3qJ68 
If you believe the Bible and a deceased person appears to you, then you have 
to recognize that an evil being is trying to trick you.  Pray right away for God 
to protect you. 

Around this time of the year, some friends distribute Christian tracts 
with candy to children who knock on their door while others plan 
an alternative activity at their church.  Some just go about their 
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the Bible the real truth about the state of the dead. 

Have a blessed weekend!

Guam Adventist Academy • 1200 Aguilar Road, Yona, GU 96915 • TEL (671) 789-1515 FAX (671) 789-3547

Singing is fun! This was the first thing 
our preschoolers and kindergarteners 
learned. They were able to respond 
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Love Letters from God
by GAA eNews Staff

Every Friday, students gather in the 

Upper Room for chapel. School chaplain and 
Bible teacher Mr. Choi coordinates the weekly 
services and delegates program components 
to different classes to get students involved. 
Last week, the freshmen led in song service, 
after which a 7th grader read a verse of 
Scripture.  

Mr. Choi was the 
speaker for the first 
two chapel services. 
Apart from handing 
out “manna” in the 
form of SkyFlakes 
crackers, he shared 
vital messages on the 
wondrous love of 
God and our duty to 

be the light of the 
world.  

So far, each chapel 
program has had a 
special feature to 
pique the students’ 
interests and 
encourage 
participation. In the 

first chapel service, randomly selected 
students went to the front and took turns 
reading a “letter from God.” The second week 
featured a slideshow of the previous week’s 
chapel and a heartwarming video about 
being selfless.  

GAA’s mission is to help students glorify God 
in their daily lives and chapel is the place to 
do just that. Actively participating in chapel 

and encouraging others to do the same is 
glorifying God. Preparing well and doing their 
best for the part of the program to which they 

were assigned is honoring the One who gave 
His all. Being attentive and reverent during 
these worship services – even though they do 
not take place in a church building – is fearing 
Him.  

“Come, now is the time to worship… [and] to 
give your heart.” As we gather each week for 
chapel, may we glorify God through worship. 

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 

good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things.” Philippians 4:8

AUGUST 26, 2016

Upcoming 
Events

GirlsVolleyball  
Schedule 2016

DATE TIME LOCATION
8/26 5:00 Sanchez
8/30 5:30 Okkodo
9/02 5:00 Southern
9/06 5:30 Notre Dame
9/09 5:00 St. Paul
9/13 5:30 GW
9/16 5:00 Academy
9/20 5:30 Tiyan
9/23 5:00 JFK
9/30 5:00 St. John’s
10/4 5:30 Harvest
10/7 5:00 Guam High

This week’s Contributors:  
Mrs. Larrew, Ms. Choi, Mrs. Choi, Mrs. Lee, 
Mr. Krum, and Mrs. Saladier

CONTACT US: 
PRINCIPAL: Mrs. Chrislyn Larrew, clarrew@gaasda.org 

REGISTRAR: Mrs. Joaquina Vega, jvega@gaasda.org 
ACCOUNTANT: Ms. Dori Talon, dtalon@gaasda.org 

Telephone: (671) 789-1515 Fax: 789-3547 

GIRLS Volleyball Game 
August 26, 2016 

AT SIMON SANCHEZ 

10th-12th Grade  
Career Exploration 

August 29, 2016 

NO SCHOOL: Labor Day 
September 5, 2016 

Progress reports 
September 9, 2016 

sa officers election 
September 12, 2016 

Kinder pre-assessment 
September 19-23, 2016 

iowa national testing 
1st througH 12th grade 
September 19-23, 2016 

family math night 
September 24, 2016 

career exploration testing 
result interpretation 

September 26, 2016
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GAA Pathfinder Club
Tuesdays 2P.M. to 4P.M. Ages 10-15 
Knot tying, Camping, Drill Marching, First Aid, and Outdoor Survival 
Skills, Health Science and Arts & Crafts Honors are FUN activities and 
skills you will be involved in by joining the Pathfinder Club. If you are 
16 to 18 years of age, you may learn leadership skills and earn 
community service hours. JOIN NOW! Meetings start September 6. 

Piano Lessons Begin Next Week 
The long wait is over! Piano lessons will start next week so make sure that you have 
registered your child. If you haven’t, come see Ms. Dori at the GAA office! 

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 

good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” Romans 12:2

ANGELS’
M E S S A G E

GAA NEWSLETTER VOL. 1, ISSUE 12OCTOBER 28, 2016

Red Ribbon Week
by eNews Staff

October 25-28 was Red Ribbon Week, a 
national campaign to keep our community 
aware of the war against drug abuse. This 
year’s slogan was “Yolo: Be Drug Free.” YOLO 
means “You Only Live Once.” Throughout the 
week, students had the opportunity to learn 
various activities and hear speakers explain the 
importance of abstaining from drugs. The 
experience was truly amazing and one of its 
kind.  

 Red Ribbon Week started off for the 
upper school students with guest speakers 
from the Juvenile Drug Court of Guam. The 
drug probation officers described the dreadful 
drug problem on Guam, as well as the 

extremely harmful and dangerous effects of 
drugs. The officers also shared the realities of 
youth who wish they had made better 
choices.  

The next day, the 7th-12th graders had hands-
on experience in what it is like to be mentally 
and physically impaired by drugs. They 
separated into six groups and traveled around 
the room, engaging in various games and 
activities that simulated the debilitating 
effects of drugs. For example, one activity 
simulated slurred speech when under the 
influence of drugs by having students talk 
with cotton balls in their mouths.  Another 
activity required them to trace figures by 
looking at mirror reflections of the shapes, 
demonstrating the confusion that comes with 
taking drugs.  

On Thursday, October 27, the upper school 
students went on a field trip to the Superior 
Court of Guam to meet the Honorable Judge 
Anita Sukola. They observed a real court 

hearing and learned how a court works. 
Afterwards, they had a Q & A session with 
Judge Sukola. Her Honor described the 
seriousness of Guam’s drug problem and how 
the law of Guam is more rehabilitative than 
penal. Next, students went to the Governor’s 
House for a brief historical tour about the 
Guam and the governor’s residence.  

The elementary students had no less an 
enriching and fun educational experience on 
Red Ribbon Week. They actually had a head 
start when they created posters on drug 
awareness last week. The winners of the 
poster contest were announced this Friday, 
October 28.                   …continued on page 3

You only have one body, take good care of it!

OCTOBER 28, 2016

Contributors:  
Mrs. Dela Paz, Mrs. Larrew, Mr. Choi,            
Ms. Choi, and JiHye Choi.

CONTACT US: 
PRINCIPAL: Mrs. Chrislyn Larrew, clarrew@gaasda.org 
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Upcoming 
Events

GAA Sabbath 
at Happy Family 
October 29, 2016 

NHS/NJHS Induction 
October 31, 2016 

No DPW Buses 
November 2, 2016 

Veterans Day: No Classes 
November 11, 2016 

Progress Reports 
November 14, 2016 

SA School Spirit Week 
November 14-18, 2016 

Thanksgiving Feast 
November 23, 2016 

Thanksgiving Day: No 
Classes 

November 24, 2016 

Flex Day: No Classes 
November 25, 2016 

Christmas Concert 
Rehearsal 

November 30, 2016 

Christmas Concert 
December 6, 2016 

Open House 
December 5-9, 2016 

No DPW Buses 
December 8, 2016 

2ND SEMESTER  
FINAL EXAM 

December 13-16, 2016 

 Christmas Break 
December 19-Jan 1, 2016 

Classes Resume 
January 3, 2017 

SEIP Session I 
January 3-31, 2017 

US History Field Trip 
January 12, 2017 

NATIONAL 
honor 
society 

induction on oct. 31

ANNouncements! 

Curry in a

urryH

We will be offering delicious vegetarian 
Indian, Japanese and Thai curries served

with white or brown rice options and a salad. 
For more information, please call Amanda at 688-6606

A Day in Court


