
ANGELS’
M E S S A G E

GAA NEWSLETTER VOL. 1, ISSUE 7SEPTEMBER 23, 2016

National Testing: ITBS
by eNews Staff

Guam Adventist Academy 

administered the ITBS (Iowa Test of Basic 
Skills) to students from 1st through 12th 
grade this week. This test will be used to 
evaluate the students’ progress in key 
academic areas such as Math, Science, 
Social Studies, Language, and Study 
skills. The Language skills evaluated 
includes vocabulary, reading, word 
analysis, listening, and spelling. 

A two hour period was dedicated daily 
for the standardized test. Special classes 
such as music, P.E., foreign languages 
and computer classes, were not held 
during this 
week. Regular 
classes will 
resume next 
week. 

One of the 
benefits GAA 
gets from 

using this testing instrument is the 
diagnostic data it provides educators. It 
can be used to  aid designing 
remediation programs, better 
preparation for other high-stake 
assessments, and drive curricular 
decisions. 

GAA administers this test twice: one in 
the fall and one in spring. Reports of 
students’ test scores are sent home to 
parents as soon as they are made 
available. 

The report detailing the comparison of 
the data collected helps the school 
make important educational decisions to 

improve student performance and 
increase academic success. A team 
consisting of faculty, staff, board 
members, parents, and students will 
study, analyze, review,  the diagnostic 
data once it is available. 

GAA’s mission is to help students 
achieve academic excellence with social 
responsibility. The ITBS assists the school 
in ensuring that this mission is fulfilled.  

The Iowa Test of Basic Skills® (ITBS®) is 
published by Riverside Publishing. ITBS® and 
Iowa Test of Basic Skills® are registered 

A Comprehensive Assessment of Student Progress

SEPTEMBER 23, 2016

Contributors:  
Mrs. Larrew, Mrs. Ward, Ms. Choi, 
Maekiya Acfalle, and Ji Hye Choi.

CONTACT US: 
PRINCIPAL: Mrs. Chrislyn Larrew, clarrew@gaasda.org 

REGISTRAR: Mrs. Joaquina Vega, jvega@gaasda.org 
ACCOUNTANT: Ms. Dori Talon, dtalon@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515 Fax: (671) 789-3547 

Upcoming 
Events

Family Math Night 
September 24, 2016 

Career Exploration Testing 
Result Interpretation 

September 26, 2016 

Book Fair 
September 28-30, 2016 

Read-a-thon 
October 3-28, 2016 

Week of Prayer 
October 3-7, 2016 

Columbus Day 
October 10, 2016 

End of 1st Quarter 
October 11, 2016 

2nd Quarter Begins 
October 12, 2016 

Parent Teacher 
Conferences 

October 24, 2016 

Red Ribbon Week 
October 24, 2016 

GAA Sabbath 
at Happy Family 
October 29, 2016 

No DPW Buses 
November 2, 2016 

NHS/NJHS Induction 
November 3, 2016 

Veterans Day: No Classes 
November 11, 2016 

Progress Reports 
November 14, 2016

GirlsVolleyball  
Schedule 2016

DATE TIME LOCATION

9/23 5:00 JFK

9/30 5:00 St. John’s

10/4 5:30 Harvest

10/7 5:00 Guam High
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! Shop for books to read for Read-a-Thon! 
! Contribute to a classroom library! 

! Holiday shopping done early! 
! Cash, check, or credit card purchase available at the sale! 

 
 
 
 

CHRISTIAN A CHAPTER BOOKS A PICTURE BOOKS A FICTION 
A NON FICTION A CHILDREN’S BOOKS A ACTIVITY A PUZZLE 

A EDUCATIONAL A ADULT COLORING 
 

 
Contact Mrs. Ward  I   789-1515  I   jward@gaasda.org 

September 28-30, 2016 

7:30-7:55 AM 

LOBBY 

UP TO 80% OFF 
on selected books, stationary, and educational items 

SEP 28-30 
7:30 am 
Lobby
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"Donate your lawnmowers, bushcutters, 
or chainsaws to GAA’s most “hands-on” 
class—Small Engines! Equipment must be 
in fair to poor condition. All interests 
please contact Roger Krum 
rkrum@gaasda.org or 838-9183. Thank-you 
for contributing to the acquisition 
of practical skills of our super students at 
GAA!” 

Island-Wide Youth Summit at Northern 
Church this Saturday, September 24 
beginning at 3pm! Youth ages 10+ are 
encouraged to attend. Fellowship dinner 
starts at 7pm. Don't miss it! 

Volleyball Please plan on joining us at the 
GAA girls’ volleyball last 3 games before 
playoffs. See the schedule on the left 
below. 

Work at JOY FM We are looking for a 
possible student volunteer for the month 
of November. Call Brandon at 472-1111. 

islandwide 
happenings

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or 
his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the 

things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks at the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7

Come to Family Math Night on September 24th at 6:00 p.m. and 
help support the PreK/Kindergarten Class Fundraiser by 

purchasing a Hot Japanese Vegetable/Vegetarian Curry 
& Rice Meal with Drink for ONLY $5 before the games begin. 

*Cooked with love by Mrs. Lee*

Family Math Night 



On September 10, 2016, Holiday Duan 
and I went to the Maranatha concert as 
part of our Art Appreciation 
assignment.  We went to the Agana 
Heights Seventh Day Adventist Church 
where the singers from Korea were 
dressed formally.  Their outfits 
reflected their beautiful voices.  They 
sang most songs in Korean, but had 
the words in English displayed on the 
screen.  Even though I couldn't 
understand what they were saying, I 
felt the message through the emotions 
they expressed in their voices.  Along 
with the singers, there were talented 

pianists and a flutist who performed.  
My favorite part of the concert was 
the sand art that a woman made on 
stage.  It was my first time seeing 
sand art done in person.  As the music 
played, she created beautiful scenes of 
creation and Christ's second coming. 
Holiday said, "They sang beautifully 
and created amazing art.  It reminded 
me of the sand art I saw in China."  It 
was a great experience for the both of 
us and taught us the importance of 
sharing the talents that God has given 
us with others. 

There is a story 
about an elementary 
student who was 
struggling with math.  His parents 
decided to move him to a smaller 
private school where he could get 
tutoring services.  After the first 
day at school, he went straight to 
his bedroom and worked on his 
math homework.  His parents 
were shocked!  This continued 
after school for two weeks.  He 
came home one day and gave his 
parents his first test.  They were 
pleasantly surprised to see the 
big letter “A” written at the top of 
the paper.  They asked him if it 
was the math teacher or the 
tutoring that made the difference.  
He shrugged his shoulders and 
said, “After I saw the picture 
hanging in the lobby of a man 
nailed to a plus sign, I knew they 
meant business!”  I hope every 
person learns the real story about 
the Man nailed on the cross. 

Please join us at 6 P.M. for our 
Family Math Night.  It will be lots 
of fun for everyone!  Plus, there 
are prizes!  I hope to see you 
there! 

“Fall isn’t just a season. Someone could 
fall down the stairs and get injured. The 
injured person wakes up to a nurse at 

the hospital…. Because the man was still 
in the hospital, he had to fall in line with 
regulations. It was during the season of 
fall that the man got out. As he looked 

for the girl he met, he fell in pieces 
because she already had someone. The 
man fell to the ground. His love for the 

girl fell apart.”  
– Anonymous, 12th grade  

“Yeah, free write today! I’m going to use 
this chance to practice using the harder 
words. This repugnant paper does not 
follow the proper layout. Please mollify 
your ebullient child who is running up 
and down the hallway. We worked to 

clean the detritus from the city streets. 
The ubiquitous drink is sold at every 
mom-and-pop store on island. His 

avarice got the better of him when he 
took all the treasure for himself. 

Hopefully the land will burgeon with 
trees for as far as the eye can see.”  

– Anonymous, 12th grade

SEPTEMBER 23, 2016

English
Do your children have a pile of books 
sitting in their rooms that they have already 
read numerous times? Do you wish they 

had the opportunity to 
exchange those books for 

different ones?  Are you 
looking for books your 
child can read for our 

upcoming Read-a-Thon, 
without spending any money?  

The GAA Book Fair is for you!  
From September 28 to 30, students may 
bring “gently used” books to the Book Fair 
exchange table. For each number of fiction, 
non-fiction, chapter, and picture book, the 
student will be issued a book buck. Each 
book buck may be used to acquire used 
books at the Book Fair. The maximum 
number of books a student may bring in to 
trade is three (3). There is no limit to the 
number of books a student may donate. All 
students who participate in the book trade 
or donate books will receive a free gift.  

Book Criteria  
Please make choices carefully before 
bringing in books. Books will only be 
accepted under the following guidelines:  

• Books must be appropriate for Guam 
Adventist Academy students – no 
horror, fantasy, or offensive material.  

• Books must be in “gently used” 
condition: no missing/damaged covers 
or pages, no rips or tears.  

• Books with coloring or writing marks on 
them will not be accepted.  

• Coloring books, activity books, and 
sticker books will not be accepted.  

• The Book Fair Coordinator and/or GAA 
administrator will have the final 
decision on whether to accept a book.  

 
Please note that the selection of books 
available will be based on books donated. 
We cannot ensure specific titles. If you have 
any questions, please contact Mrs. Ward at 
jward@gaasda.org. 

Principal’s
message !pre"
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Contact Mrs. Ward  I   789-1515  I   jward@gaasda.org 

September 28-30, 2016 

7:30-7:55 AM 

LOBBY 

UP TO 80% OFF 
on selected books, stationary, and educational items 
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The girls’ volleyball team had their 
weekly game at Tiyan High School on 
Tuesday, September 20. They went into 
the game with passion and the desire to 
win. They finally earned their first victory 
in three close sets: 25-20, 24-26, and 
25-20.  
The game was exhausting, but the team 
didn’t give up. Even though the gym was 
full of the zealous supporters for the 

Tiyan Titans, the Angels were not 
daunted and continued to play to the 
best of their abilities. In the end, they 
won with great spirit.  
The following are testimonials of two 
players on the volleyball team: 
“My teammates’ spirit, team work, heart, 
and personal drive to succeed definitely 
was contagious and spread to the other 

girls, and I believe that is the main reason 
we won.” April West, #19  
“This last game against Tiyan was a very 
inspirational game for us. We played with 
all our heart, and when we did that, we 
won. We could've won during the second 
set, but I know the team was tired. But at 
the end, we pushed and gave them all 
we got and we won. I'm so proud of my 
team.” Audrey Townsend, #29 

Angels Bring Home Their First Victory 
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The mind is a powerful tool. 
Understanding how it works and 
what it can do helps one accomplish 
great feats. If one thinks and focuses 
on their inability to do something, 
then they set themselves for failure. 
However, thinking positive has had 
great results. 

Many students dislike math due to 
several factors. In more than a 
decade of teaching math, I find that 
one of the factors involves dwelling 
on the thought that they cannot do 

math. With this mentality, the 
students do not have the confidence 
to do math even if they know how to. 
With a lack of confidence, students 
are afraid to try and work out the 
solutions of most math problems.  

When students say that they hate 
math, they actually don’t. They hate 
that they cannot do math and most 

of the time it’s because they think 
that they cannot. 

Here at GAA, students are reminded 
that everyone can learn and do math. 
In the book of Education, it is 
mentioned that students are created 
in the image of God, endowed with 
the “power to think and do”. The 
author added that the source of true 
education is in the knowledge of the 
true God. It is when human mind 
communes with God that it can do 
great things.  

To succeed in math, here are some 
tips to follow. When you come to 
class, be prepared — have a positive 
mindset; during class, participate — 
ask questions; and after class, 
practice — it makes permanence. So 
students, prepare, participate, and 
practice! Remember, you can do 
math! 

You can do 
MATH!

“Every human being, created in the 
image of God, is endowed with a power 

akin to that of the Creator--individuality,        
power to think and to do” 

(Education, p17)  

“Mrs. Vega does a wonderful job at 
teaching Spanish. She makes it more fun 
than a chore, without taking the 
challenging aspect of learning out of it. 
We are not only taught vocabulary, we 
learn songs, greetings, and phrases.  It is 
a great class to be a part of and I hope 
you join next year!”  

— Ramon Leon Guerrero 

“I joined Spanish class because I wanted 
to learn a new language. Spanish is a 
beautiful language. I believe it will help 
when I go to college in the States, 
because a lot of people there speak 
Spanish.” 

— Amanda Poppe

Art Appreciation 
Report by Maekiya Acfalle
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Do your children have a pile of books 
sitting in their rooms that they have already 
read numerous times? Do you wish they 

had the opportunity to 
exchange those books for 

different ones?  Are you 
looking for books your 
child can read for our 
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The girls’ volleyball team had their 
weekly game at Tiyan High School on 
Tuesday, September 20. They went into 
the game with passion and the desire to 
win. They finally earned their first victory 
in three close sets: 25-20, 24-26, and 
25-20.  
The game was exhausting, but the team 
didn’t give up. Even though the gym was 
full of the zealous supporters for the 

Tiyan Titans, the Angels were not 
daunted and continued to play to the 
best of their abilities. In the end, they 
won with great spirit.  
The following are testimonials of two 
players on the volleyball team: 
“My teammates’ spirit, team work, heart, 
and personal drive to succeed definitely 
was contagious and spread to the other 

girls, and I believe that is the main reason 
we won.” April West, #19  
“This last game against Tiyan was a very 
inspirational game for us. We played with 
all our heart, and when we did that, we 
won. We could've won during the second 
set, but I know the team was tired. But at 
the end, we pushed and gave them all 
we got and we won. I'm so proud of my 
team.” Audrey Townsend, #29 

Angels Bring Home Their First Victory 
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With a lack of confidence, students 
are afraid to try and work out the 
solutions of most math problems.  

When students say that they hate 
math, they actually don’t. They hate 
that they cannot do math and most 

of the time it’s because they think 
that they cannot. 

Here at GAA, students are reminded 
that everyone can learn and do math. 
In the book of Education, it is 
mentioned that students are created 
in the image of God, endowed with 
the “power to think and do”. The 
author added that the source of true 
education is in the knowledge of the 
true God. It is when human mind 
communes with God that it can do 
great things.  

To succeed in math, here are some 
tips to follow. When you come to 
class, be prepared — have a positive 
mindset; during class, participate — 
ask questions; and after class, 
practice — it makes permanence. So 
students, prepare, participate, and 
practice! Remember, you can do 
math! 

You can do 
MATH!

“Every human being, created in the 
image of God, is endowed with a power 

akin to that of the Creator--individuality,        
power to think and to do” 

(Education, p17)  

“Mrs. Vega does a wonderful job at 
teaching Spanish. She makes it more fun 
than a chore, without taking the 
challenging aspect of learning out of it. 
We are not only taught vocabulary, we 
learn songs, greetings, and phrases.  It is 
a great class to be a part of and I hope 
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Love Letters from God
by GAA eNews Staff

Every Friday, students gather in the 

Upper Room for chapel. School chaplain and 
Bible teacher Mr. Choi coordinates the weekly 
services and delegates program components 
to different classes to get students involved. 
Last week, the freshmen led in song service, 
after which a 7th grader read a verse of 
Scripture.  

Mr. Choi was the 
speaker for the first 
two chapel services. 
Apart from handing 
out “manna” in the 
form of SkyFlakes 
crackers, he shared 
vital messages on the 
wondrous love of 
God and our duty to 

be the light of the 
world.  

So far, each chapel 
program has had a 
special feature to 
pique the students’ 
interests and 
encourage 
participation. In the 

first chapel service, randomly selected 
students went to the front and took turns 
reading a “letter from God.” The second week 
featured a slideshow of the previous week’s 
chapel and a heartwarming video about 
being selfless.  

GAA’s mission is to help students glorify God 
in their daily lives and chapel is the place to 
do just that. Actively participating in chapel 

and encouraging others to do the same is 
glorifying God. Preparing well and doing their 
best for the part of the program to which they 

were assigned is honoring the One who gave 
His all. Being attentive and reverent during 
these worship services – even though they do 
not take place in a church building – is fearing 
Him.  

“Come, now is the time to worship… [and] to 
give your heart.” As we gather each week for 
chapel, may we glorify God through worship. 

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 

good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things.” Philippians 4:8

AUGUST 26, 2016

Upcoming 
Events

GirlsVolleyball  
Schedule 2016

DATE TIME LOCATION
8/26 5:00 Sanchez
8/30 5:30 Okkodo
9/02 5:00 Southern
9/06 5:30 Notre Dame
9/09 5:00 St. Paul
9/13 5:30 GW
9/16 5:00 Academy
9/20 5:30 Tiyan
9/23 5:00 JFK
9/30 5:00 St. John’s
10/4 5:30 Harvest
10/7 5:00 Guam High

This week’s Contributors:  
Mrs. Larrew, Ms. Choi, Mrs. Choi, Mrs. Lee, 
Mr. Krum, and Mrs. Saladier

CONTACT US: 
PRINCIPAL: Mrs. Chrislyn Larrew, clarrew@gaasda.org 

REGISTRAR: Mrs. Joaquina Vega, jvega@gaasda.org 
ACCOUNTANT: Ms. Dori Talon, dtalon@gaasda.org 

Telephone: (671) 789-1515 Fax: 789-3547 

GIRLS Volleyball Game 
August 26, 2016 

AT SIMON SANCHEZ 

10th-12th Grade  
Career Exploration 

August 29, 2016 

NO SCHOOL: Labor Day 
September 5, 2016 

Progress reports 
September 9, 2016 

sa officers election 
September 12, 2016 

Kinder pre-assessment 
September 19-23, 2016 

iowa national testing 
1st througH 12th grade 
September 19-23, 2016 

family math night 
September 24, 2016 

career exploration testing 
result interpretation 

September 26, 2016
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GAA Pathfinder Club
Tuesdays 2P.M. to 4P.M. Ages 10-15 
Knot tying, Camping, Drill Marching, First Aid, and Outdoor Survival 
Skills, Health Science and Arts & Crafts Honors are FUN activities and 
skills you will be involved in by joining the Pathfinder Club. If you are 
16 to 18 years of age, you may learn leadership skills and earn 
community service hours. JOIN NOW! Meetings start September 6. 

Piano Lessons Begin Next Week 
The long wait is over! Piano lessons will start next week so make sure that you have 
registered your child. If you haven’t, come see Ms. Dori at the GAA office! 

ANGELS’
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National Testing: ITBS
by eNews Staff

Guam Adventist Academy 

administered the ITBS (Iowa Test of Basic 
Skills) to students from 1st through 12th 
grade this week. This test will be used to 
evaluate the students’ progress in key 
academic areas such as Math, Science, 
Social Studies, Language, and Study 
skills. The Language skills evaluated 
includes vocabulary, reading, word 
analysis, listening, and spelling. 

A two hour period was dedicated daily 
for the standardized test. Special classes 
such as music, P.E., foreign languages 
and computer classes, were not held 
during this 
week. Regular 
classes will 
resume next 
week. 

One of the 
benefits GAA 
gets from 

using this testing instrument is the 
diagnostic data it provides educators. It 
can be used to  aid designing 
remediation programs, better 
preparation for other high-stake 
assessments, and drive curricular 
decisions. 

GAA administers this test twice: one in 
the fall and one in spring. Reports of 
students’ test scores are sent home to 
parents as soon as they are made 
available. 

The report detailing the comparison of 
the data collected helps the school 
make important educational decisions to 

improve student performance and 
increase academic success. A team 
consisting of faculty, staff, board 
members, parents, and students will 
study, analyze, review,  the diagnostic 
data once it is available. 

GAA’s mission is to help students 
achieve academic excellence with social 
responsibility. The ITBS assists the school 
in ensuring that this mission is fulfilled.  

The Iowa Test of Basic Skills® (ITBS®) is 
published by Riverside Publishing. ITBS® and 
Iowa Test of Basic Skills® are registered 
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Mrs. Larrew, Mrs. Ward, Ms. Choi, 
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CONTACT US: 
PRINCIPAL: Mrs. Chrislyn Larrew, clarrew@gaasda.org 
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Upcoming 
Events

Family Math Night 
September 24, 2016 

Career Exploration Testing 
Result Interpretation 

September 26, 2016 

Book Fair 
September 28-30, 2016 

Read-a-thon 
October 3-28, 2016 

Week of Prayer 
October 3-7, 2016 

Columbus Day 
October 10, 2016 

End of 1st Quarter 
October 11, 2016 

2nd Quarter Begins 
October 12, 2016 

Parent Teacher 
Conferences 

October 24, 2016 

Red Ribbon Week 
October 24, 2016 

GAA Sabbath 
at Happy Family 
October 29, 2016 

No DPW Buses 
November 2, 2016 

NHS/NJHS Induction 
November 3, 2016 

Veterans Day: No Classes 
November 11, 2016 

Progress Reports 
November 14, 2016

GirlsVolleyball  
Schedule 2016

DATE TIME LOCATION

9/23 5:00 JFK

9/30 5:00 St. John’s

10/4 5:30 Harvest

10/7 5:00 Guam High

GUAM ADVENTIST ACADEMY 
 
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

 
 
 

! Shop for books to read for Read-a-Thon! 
! Contribute to a classroom library! 

! Holiday shopping done early! 
! Cash, check, or credit card purchase available at the sale! 

 
 
 
 

CHRISTIAN A CHAPTER BOOKS A PICTURE BOOKS A FICTION 
A NON FICTION A CHILDREN’S BOOKS A ACTIVITY A PUZZLE 

A EDUCATIONAL A ADULT COLORING 
 

 
Contact Mrs. Ward  I   789-1515  I   jward@gaasda.org 

September 28-30, 2016 

7:30-7:55 AM 

LOBBY 

UP TO 80% OFF 
on selected books, stationary, and educational items 

SEP 28-30 
7:30 am 
Lobby

GAA NEWSLETTER VOL. 1, ISSUE 7

"Donate your lawnmowers, bushcutters, 
or chainsaws to GAA’s most “hands-on” 
class—Small Engines! Equipment must be 
in fair to poor condition. All interests 
please contact Roger Krum 
rkrum@gaasda.org or 838-9183. Thank-you 
for contributing to the acquisition 
of practical skills of our super students at 
GAA!” 

Island-Wide Youth Summit at Northern 
Church this Saturday, September 24 
beginning at 3pm! Youth ages 10+ are 
encouraged to attend. Fellowship dinner 
starts at 7pm. Don't miss it! 

Volleyball Please plan on joining us at the 
GAA girls’ volleyball last 3 games before 
playoffs. See the schedule on the left 
below. 

Work at JOY FM We are looking for a 
possible student volunteer for the month 
of November. Call Brandon at 472-1111. 

islandwide 
happenings

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or 
his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the 

things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks at the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7

Come to Family Math Night on September 24th at 6:00 p.m. and 
help support the PreK/Kindergarten Class Fundraiser by 

purchasing a Hot Japanese Vegetable/Vegetarian Curry 
& Rice Meal with Drink for ONLY $5 before the games begin. 

*Cooked with love by Mrs. Lee*

Family Math Night 


