
“A merry heart makes a cheerful countenance, 
    but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken.” 

Proverbs 15:13
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Family Math Night
by eNews Staff

Guam Adventist Academy 

hosted its 5th annual Family Math Night 
on Saturday evening, September 24 
where more than thirty students 
together with their families learned math 
facts while playing games and solving 
puzzles. 
The event started with a devotional, in 
which the GAA students went to the 
front to sing fun, upbeat Christian songs. 
Then, Mrs. Larrew shared a math-related 
sermonette. After closing prayer, led by 
Mr. Krum, the pre-K and Kindergarten 
class held their curry dinner fundraiser, 
prepared with love by Mrs. Lee.  
During this time, registration was also 
taking place back in the upper room 
where Mrs. Vega, GAA registrar, was in 
charge. At the registration table was the 
estimation game. Participants were to 
write down their estimate the contents 
of the jar full of heart-shaped sweets.     

The games and activities started at 6:40 
p.m. This year’s Family Math Night 
featured 8 to 10 fun games prepared by 
each elementary school teacher, and a 
collection of puzzles and logic games for 
middle and high school students. Each 
registered student received a “passport” 
for which were stamped every time he or 
she completed a game. The students’ 
goal was to finish four games at their 
grade level, then play an optional fifth 
game in a higher level. A prize awaits 
those who complete this goal. 
Students of all grade levels enjoyed the 
math night. The Upper Room bubbled 
with mirth and excitement. The pre-K 

and kinder jumped for joy when their 
cars arrived at the end of a numbered 
track before their parents’ cars did. The 
3rd and 4th graders were on their toes 
as they challenged each other in 
multiplication flash cards. The 
upperclassmen yawped with triumph 
when they solved a mind-boggling 
number puzzle. Ellisa Retumban had the 
closest estimate for the number of candy 
hearts in a jar; she took home 1,843 
hearts, including the jar. 
Indeed, GAA’s Family Math Night was an 

event of new 
memories, 
bonding time, and 
of course, 
sharpened minds. 
So mark your 
calendar, folks – 
for next year’s 
Family Math 
Night!

Learning and solving math problems together!  

SEPTEMBER 30, 2016

Contributors:  
Mrs. Larrew, Mr. Choi, Ms. Choi, Te’i 
Sgambelluri, and Ji Hye Choi.

CONTACT US: 
PRINCIPAL: Mrs. Chrislyn Larrew, clarrew@gaasda.org 

REGISTRAR: Mrs. Joaquina Vega, jvega@gaasda.org 
ACCOUNTANT: Ms. Dori Talon, dtalon@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515 Fax: (671) 789-3547 
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Upcoming 
Events

Read-a-thon 
October 3-28, 2016 

Week of Prayer 
October 3-7, 2016 

Columbus Day 
October 10, 2016 

End of 1st Quarter 
October 11, 2016 

2nd Quarter Begins 
October 12, 2016 

SDA Clinic 5k Walk/Run 
October 23, 2016 

Parent Teacher 
Conferences 

October 24, 2016 

Red Ribbon Week 
October 24, 2016 

GAA Sabbath 
at Happy Family 
October 29, 2016 

No DPW Buses 
November 2, 2016 

NHS/NJHS Induction 
November 3, 2016 

Veterans Day: No Classes 
November 11, 2016 

Progress Reports 
November 14, 2016 

SA School Spirit Week 
November 14-18, 2016 

Thanksgiving Feast 
November 23, 2016

GirlsVolleyball  
Schedule 2016

DATE TIME LOCATION

9/30 5:00 St. John’s

10/4 5:30 Harvest

10/7 5:00 Guam High

WEEK 
of prayer 
“Knowing Jesus Is 

Everything!”

Payless School Contest - 
Misson:  Zero Bags 
Use your reusable bags at Payless today 
when making a purchase.  Please tell 
the cashier to give credit to GAA.  
School contest ends today (Sept. 30), 
but you can continue giving GAA credit 
throughout the year. 

igive.com/guamadventistacademy 
Making a purchase online?  Please go 
to igive.com/guamadventistacademy 
first and connect to over 1700+ online 
stores, including expedia.com, 
amazon.com, walmart.com, and more.  
It doesn't cost you anything extra, and 
the company will give us a small 
donation based on your purchase 
amount.  In addition, there are 
numerous discount codes available. 

Spaghetti Dinner Nights 
12th Grade: Tuesday, October 4 
8th Grade: Tuesday, October 18 
Come and support our classes!

The GAA Pathfinder Club visited the Talofofo Fire 
Fighter Department on Tuesday, September 27, 
after school to learn more about basic rescue and 
about the lives of fire fighters here on Guam.  

GAA annual book fair launched last Wednesday 
and lasted until this morning. The students 
enjoyed trading books and buying new ones in 
preparation for the Read-a-thon that will begin 
next week.  See Mrs. Janet Ward for more details.

Students from the Spanish class sang in Spanish during the monthly combined chapel worship 
on Friday, September 30. Thank you Señora Vega for teaching them well! Gracias! 



Greetings again.  
As we continue to 
explore great 

parenting, I’d 
like to focus on 
the issue of 

overindulged children. 

Great parents understand the 
consequences of 
overindulgence. 

‘Spoiled’-it’s not a pleasant 
word. The very sound of it 
brings negative images and 
sensations to mind. Remember 
when you picked up the milk 
carton, put it to your mouth, 
took a big gulp, and just as 
quickly spit it out all over the 
room? You forget to check the 
date, and it was old, spoiled, 
and the taste had a bite to it. It 
was bitter and sour. Not a pretty 
sight either. Spoiled food just 
isn’t healthy. It’s not good for 
you. Nothing spoiled is good, 
even children.  When a child is 
coddled or spoiled, the result 
tends to be an overindulged 
and underdeveloped person.   

The reality is some difficulties in 
life are good for building 
character.  However, difficulty is 
not fun to go through.  How do 
you feel about failure? How do 
you handle your children’s 
failures? We’d all like to see our 
children succeed, but life 
involves both experiences—
success and failure—and maturity 
requires experiencing both. 

One of the most important tasks 
as parents is to demonstrate for 
our children how to make the 
most out of both success and 
failure.  Paul’s words in 
Philippians 4:11 certainly apply, 
“I have learned to be content.” 
However, an indulged child is 
protected from failure, as well as 
from doing without, so does not 
have sufficient opportunity to 
learn this all important lesson.  

How can we know if we are 
raising an overindulged child? I 
want to describe traits that 
might be a good indication, if 
seen on a daily basis. An 
indulged child will have little 
tolerance for frustration. 
Frustration is a part of life. What 
a person wants is not always 
what a person gets. What does 
your child say when something 
doesn’t go his way? “Things like 
this always happen to me.” “I 
never get what I want. Nobody 
cares about me anyway.” “It’s not 
fair. It’s just not fair” (followed by 
a tantrum). When we indulge 
our children, we protect them 
from life’s experiences, and 
protecting a child from life 
creates fragile adolescents and 
adults. Children need to learn 
strategies to handle life. If they 
don’t, tantrums and loss of 
control will be their pattern. Or 
else they will simply withdraw or 
give up, hoping a parent will 
take over.  Both results stifle 
healthy maturation. 

Loving parents can easily fall 
into the trap of overindulging 
their children due to their great 
desire to make their children 
happy and provide a better life 
then they had.  By God’s grace, 
may we remember that what we 
need and want may not always 
agree, and this too is true for our 
children.  As we prayerfully seek 
the wisdom needed to raise 
these precious potential 
members of God’s family, let us 
ask God for help in keeping 
them balanced and healthy all 
around. 
Blessings!

“Our hands were made for us so 
that we may be able to do the works 

that we are given…. In the Bible, 
Jesus used his hands to heal others. 

David was a stone slinger who 
developed into a warrior king. Many 

characters in the Bible used their 
hands for miracles and amazing 

moments and creations.” 
– Anonymous, 12th grade 

“What if I told you that I am writing 
this journal without my hands? You 
would most likely say, “Carlos, I see 
you across the room writing with 

your hands,” – to which I would say, 
“Right, you are.” Quick joke: What 

money do they use in space? 
Starbucks!  

– Carlos Leon Guerrero, 9th grade 

“Hands are the most useful part of 
the body – handy, if you will. They 
can hold stuff, throw stuff, hit stuff, 
and stretch stuff. They can even hit 
stuff whilst holding stuff. I have said 

the most stuff today literally and 
figuratively.”  

– Ramon Leon Guerrero, 9th grade 

Wednesday, September 28, was a half-day 
because of professional development for the 
teachers. The session began with an icebreaker, in 
which the faculty split into two groups and 
attempted to create a longest line. The teachers 
used everything that was physically on them – 
eyeglasses, lanyards, pens, shoes, shoelaces, etc. – 
then stretched out on the floor, eking out every 
hidden centimeter.  

The faculty then got down to business to discuss 
teaching strategies for their lessons. The teachers 
worked in groups to create and simulate a lesson 
using creative instructional methods. For example, 
one group used mini white boards and Q & A to 
learn how to write Japanese. Another group 
applied a method called “jigsaw,” in which the 
“students” (acting teachers) taught each other the 
different types of symbiotic relationships. Other 
featured strategies were using tiles to learn 
grammar, exit tickets, and incorporating bursts of 
physical activity in a dynamic Q & A session.  

Overall, the professional development was 
efficient and enriching, equipping teachers with 
tools to improve and spice up their classes. And, 
of course, the students appreciated the half-day. 
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English
Hands

SA beach day will take place on 
Friday, October 14, 2016 at 
Matapang Beach in Tumon. Your SA 
officers have prepared fun, 
engaging, team-building activities. 
All upper school students are highly 
encouraged to participate.  

Beach day is a special day where the 
upper school students can interact 
with one another and strengthen 
bond outside the classroom setting 
by having fun together at the beach. 
Since beach day is a regular school 
day, the SA officers will incorporate 
four subjects into fun games and 
activities, which promote team-
building and provide opportunities 
for you to showcase your school 
spirit. Beach day is a great way to 
end the first quarter and a start to 
making memories for this school 
year. 

At beach day, students are divided 
up into teams and each team is 
designated a specific color that they 
wear on that day. The teams 
participate in fun games and 
activities such as: ice breakers, 

scavenger hunts, relays, tug-of-war, 
beach volleyball, and many more! 
Although we will be playing 
organized games and activities, 
students will have a designated time 
for free time. Students have the 
option of bringing their personal 
sack lunch or they can eat the food 
that is provided by SA. Students are 
encouraged to bring their money so 
that they can buy refreshments when 
needed.  

After all the fun games and activities, 
the student body will engage in a 
beach clean up activity as a 
community service. We want to 
make sure that we leave Matapang 
beach better than when we arrived. 

All upper school students can come 
to beach day, so all the SA officers 
hope to see you there! Let’s make 
this year one to remember! 

Remember to complete your 
permission forms and submit them 
on Thursday, October 6, next week.

S.A. Beach Day 2016

!pre"
Chaplain’s
C O R N E R

STAFF DEVELOPMENT: 

strategies
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Love Letters from God
by GAA eNews Staff

Every Friday, students gather in the 

Upper Room for chapel. School chaplain and 
Bible teacher Mr. Choi coordinates the weekly 
services and delegates program components 
to different classes to get students involved. 
Last week, the freshmen led in song service, 
after which a 7th grader read a verse of 
Scripture.  

Mr. Choi was the 
speaker for the first 
two chapel services. 
Apart from handing 
out “manna” in the 
form of SkyFlakes 
crackers, he shared 
vital messages on the 
wondrous love of 
God and our duty to 

be the light of the 
world.  

So far, each chapel 
program has had a 
special feature to 
pique the students’ 
interests and 
encourage 
participation. In the 

first chapel service, randomly selected 
students went to the front and took turns 
reading a “letter from God.” The second week 
featured a slideshow of the previous week’s 
chapel and a heartwarming video about 
being selfless.  

GAA’s mission is to help students glorify God 
in their daily lives and chapel is the place to 
do just that. Actively participating in chapel 

and encouraging others to do the same is 
glorifying God. Preparing well and doing their 
best for the part of the program to which they 

were assigned is honoring the One who gave 
His all. Being attentive and reverent during 
these worship services – even though they do 
not take place in a church building – is fearing 
Him.  

“Come, now is the time to worship… [and] to 
give your heart.” As we gather each week for 
chapel, may we glorify God through worship. 

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 

good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things.” Philippians 4:8

AUGUST 26, 2016

Upcoming 
Events

GirlsVolleyball  
Schedule 2016

DATE TIME LOCATION
8/26 5:00 Sanchez
8/30 5:30 Okkodo
9/02 5:00 Southern
9/06 5:30 Notre Dame
9/09 5:00 St. Paul
9/13 5:30 GW
9/16 5:00 Academy
9/20 5:30 Tiyan
9/23 5:00 JFK
9/30 5:00 St. John’s
10/4 5:30 Harvest
10/7 5:00 Guam High

This week’s Contributors:  
Mrs. Larrew, Ms. Choi, Mrs. Choi, Mrs. Lee, 
Mr. Krum, and Mrs. Saladier

CONTACT US: 
PRINCIPAL: Mrs. Chrislyn Larrew, clarrew@gaasda.org 

REGISTRAR: Mrs. Joaquina Vega, jvega@gaasda.org 
ACCOUNTANT: Ms. Dori Talon, dtalon@gaasda.org 

Telephone: (671) 789-1515 Fax: 789-3547 

GIRLS Volleyball Game 
August 26, 2016 

AT SIMON SANCHEZ 

10th-12th Grade  
Career Exploration 

August 29, 2016 

NO SCHOOL: Labor Day 
September 5, 2016 

Progress reports 
September 9, 2016 

sa officers election 
September 12, 2016 

Kinder pre-assessment 
September 19-23, 2016 

iowa national testing 
1st througH 12th grade 
September 19-23, 2016 

family math night 
September 24, 2016 

career exploration testing 
result interpretation 

September 26, 2016
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GAA Pathfinder Club
Tuesdays 2P.M. to 4P.M. Ages 10-15 
Knot tying, Camping, Drill Marching, First Aid, and Outdoor Survival 
Skills, Health Science and Arts & Crafts Honors are FUN activities and 
skills you will be involved in by joining the Pathfinder Club. If you are 
16 to 18 years of age, you may learn leadership skills and earn 
community service hours. JOIN NOW! Meetings start September 6. 

Piano Lessons Begin Next Week 
The long wait is over! Piano lessons will start next week so make sure that you have 
registered your child. If you haven’t, come see Ms. Dori at the GAA office! 

“A merry heart makes a cheerful countenance, 
    but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken.” 

Proverbs 15:13
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Family Math Night
by eNews Staff
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3rd and 4th graders were on their toes 
as they challenged each other in 
multiplication flash cards. The 
upperclassmen yawped with triumph 
when they solved a mind-boggling 
number puzzle. Ellisa Retumban had the 
closest estimate for the number of candy 
hearts in a jar; she took home 1,843 
hearts, including the jar. 
Indeed, GAA’s Family Math Night was an 
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memories, 
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of course, 
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So mark your 
calendar, folks – 
for next year’s 
Family Math 
Night!

Learning and solving math problems together!  

SEPTEMBER 30, 2016

Contributors:  
Mrs. Larrew, Mr. Choi, Ms. Choi, Te’i 
Sgambelluri, and Ji Hye Choi.

CONTACT US: 
PRINCIPAL: Mrs. Chrislyn Larrew, clarrew@gaasda.org 

REGISTRAR: Mrs. Joaquina Vega, jvega@gaasda.org 
ACCOUNTANT: Ms. Dori Talon, dtalon@gaasda.org 
Telephone: (671) 789-1515 Fax: (671) 789-3547 

GAA NEWSLETTER VOL. 1, ISSUE 8

Upcoming 
Events

Read-a-thon 
October 3-28, 2016 

Week of Prayer 
October 3-7, 2016 

Columbus Day 
October 10, 2016 

End of 1st Quarter 
October 11, 2016 

2nd Quarter Begins 
October 12, 2016 

SDA Clinic 5k Walk/Run 
October 23, 2016 

Parent Teacher 
Conferences 

October 24, 2016 

Red Ribbon Week 
October 24, 2016 

GAA Sabbath 
at Happy Family 
October 29, 2016 

No DPW Buses 
November 2, 2016 

NHS/NJHS Induction 
November 3, 2016 

Veterans Day: No Classes 
November 11, 2016 

Progress Reports 
November 14, 2016 

SA School Spirit Week 
November 14-18, 2016 

Thanksgiving Feast 
November 23, 2016

GirlsVolleyball  
Schedule 2016

DATE TIME LOCATION

9/30 5:00 St. John’s

10/4 5:30 Harvest

10/7 5:00 Guam High

WEEK 
of prayer 
“Knowing Jesus Is 

Everything!”

Payless School Contest - 
Misson:  Zero Bags 
Use your reusable bags at Payless today 
when making a purchase.  Please tell 
the cashier to give credit to GAA.  
School contest ends today (Sept. 30), 
but you can continue giving GAA credit 
throughout the year. 

igive.com/guamadventistacademy 
Making a purchase online?  Please go 
to igive.com/guamadventistacademy 
first and connect to over 1700+ online 
stores, including expedia.com, 
amazon.com, walmart.com, and more.  
It doesn't cost you anything extra, and 
the company will give us a small 
donation based on your purchase 
amount.  In addition, there are 
numerous discount codes available. 

Spaghetti Dinner Nights 
12th Grade: Tuesday, October 4 
8th Grade: Tuesday, October 18 
Come and support our classes!

The GAA Pathfinder Club visited the Talofofo Fire 
Fighter Department on Tuesday, September 27, 
after school to learn more about basic rescue and 
about the lives of fire fighters here on Guam.  

GAA annual book fair launched last Wednesday 
and lasted until this morning. The students 
enjoyed trading books and buying new ones in 
preparation for the Read-a-thon that will begin 
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